
Leadership  
•	 Jim	McMahill,	Regional	Chief	of	Fire	

and	Aviation
•	 Michael	T.	Reynolds,	Regional	

Director		

Commitment to Mission
As	the	National	Park	Service	prepares	for	
its	second	century	of	stewardship	and	
engagement,	the	Midwest	regional	fire	
management	program	works	strategically	
within	and	outside	of	the	agency	to	leverage	
resources	to	expand	NPS	contributions	to	
society.	Collectively,	the	Service	promotes	
contributions	that	national	parks	and	
community	assistance	programs	make	to	
create	jobs,	strengthen	local	economies,	
and	support	ecosystem	services.		

Administration
The	Midwest	Region	is	comprised	of	58	
park	units,	covering	a	13-state	geographical	
area.	Thirty	seven	have	burnable	vegetation	
with	an	acreage	of	approximately	1.2	
million	acres.		

Due	to	the	large	area	encompassed	by	
the	region,	NPS	Midwest	Region	is	part	
of	four	interagency	geographic	areas	-	
Eastern,	Southern,	Rocky	Mountain,	and	
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Northern	Rockies	areas.	The	region	relies	
on	the	assistance	and	cooperation	from	
interagency	partners	and	fire	management	
officer	(FMO)	support	from	two	Service-
First	Agreements	with	the	U.S.	Fish	and	
Wildlife	Service	(USFWS)	and	the	USDA	
Forest	Service	(USFS).		One	agreement	is	
in	the	state	of	Kansas	with	USFWS,	and	the	
second	in	the	Upper	Peninsula	of	Michigan	
with	the	USFWS	and	USFS.	

Human Resources
The	Midwest	Region	fire	management	
program	has	69.15	full-time	equivalents	
/	FTEs.	Ten	staff	members	are	located	in	
the	Midwest	Regional	Office	and	provide	
specialist	support	for	the	parks	in	the	
region.	

The	region	is	organized	into	six	Area	
Park	Groups,	each	with	a	dedicated	fire	
management	officer	(FMO)	and	associated	
fire	program	staff.		The	Area	Park	Group	
FMOs	provide	support	and	guidance	to	the	
park	units	in	their	geographical	area.		These	
groups	are	located	at	Theodore	Roosevelt	
National	Park	in	North	Dakota,	Wind	Cave	
National	Park	in	South	Dakota,	Ozark	
National	Scenic	Riverways	in	Missouri,	
Buffalo	National	River	in	Arkansas,	Indiana	

Dunes	National	Lakeshore	in	Indiana,	and	
Voyageurs	National	Park	in	Minnesota.	

Two	Wildland	Fire	Modules,	Black	Hills	
and	Buffalo	River,	are	located	in	the	region.		
Their	ability	to	assist	the	parks	within	the	
region	is	paramount	to	the	success	of	the	
region’s	prescribed	fire	program.		

Equipment
Midwest	Region	manages	an	inventory	
of	equipment,	strategically	located	
throughout	the	region	and	associated	with	
the	Working	Capital	Fund	(WCF),	to	assist	
in	fire	management	activities.	

WCF Equipment Quantity

Type	3	Engines 1

Type	6	Engines 11

Water	Tenders 1

Fire	Module	Vehicles 4
	 					

For More Information
To	learn	more	about	the	National	Park	
Service	Wildland	Fire	Management	
Program,	visit	www.nps.gov/fire.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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