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Nate Benson Named National Program Lead for Wildland 
Fire Science & Ecology 

National fire ecologist, Nathan “Nate” Benson has been 
selected as the Fire Science and Ecology Program Lead for the 
National Park Service’s (NPS) Branch of Wildland Fire, based 
at the National Interagency Fire Center in Boise, Idaho.  

“I’m looking forward to my new role as Fire Science and 
Ecology Program Lead and being able to assist all levels of the 
National Park Service in furthering wildland fire ecology and 
research,” stated Benson. 

“Nate’s wide-ranging experience related to fire ecology in 
both large and small parks; his ability to listen and then discern 
the big picture issues, as well as his ability to step in as a fully 
functional representative to the NPS Fire Management 
Leadership Board made him the ideal candidate for the 
program lead position,” stated Fire and Aviation Division 
Chief Bill Kaage. 

Nate began his National Park Service over twenty-five years 
ago and has held a variety of positions in the national parks. 
Starting his NPS fire career as a fire effects monitor at Glacier 
National Park, he then moved to Yellowstone and Great Smoky Mountains national parks as a 
wildland fire module leader.  He was the prescribed fire specialist at Great Smoky Mountains and 
Everglades national parks, and the fire ecologist-natural resource liaison at the NPS Natural 
Resources Program Center in Fort Collins, Colorado. He moved to Boise to become the national fire 
ecologist in June 2004. 

In his position as national fire ecologist, Nate also served as the NPS representative to the 
interagency Joint Fire Science Governing Board for 11 years and was chair of the governing board 
for eight years. The Joint Fire Science Program funds scientific research on wildland fires and 
distributes results to help policymakers, fire managers, and practitioners make sound decisions.  

Nate has a Master of Science degree in Land Resources from the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s 
Institute for Environmental Studies. He and his wife Jessica live in Boise with three sons, one cat, and 
two small dogs. 
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Nate will continue to be stationed at the National Park Service’s Fire Management Program Center, 
which is located at the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC). Nine federal and state agencies call 
NIFC home where they work together nationally to coordinate and support wildland fire 
management activities. For more information about the National Park Service Wildland Fire 
Program, visit http://www.nps.gov/fire. 
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