
  
As our nation moves back to Standard Time beginning this weekend, the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) 
encourages you to mark the occasion as a time to test your home smoke alarms and replace the batteries if more 
than one year old. 
 
Every day in the United States, needless home fire deaths occur. Working smoke alarms significantly increase your 
chance of surviving a deadly home fire. A properly installed and maintained smoke alarm is the only thing in your 
home that can alert you and your family to a fire 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Whether you're awake or 
asleep, a working smoke alarm is constantly on alert scanning the air for fire and smoke. 
 
1. Make sure everyone in your home understands the warning of the smoke alarm and knows how to respond.  
2. Prepare and practice an escape plan so that you and your loved ones can get out of your home safely should 

there be a fire.  
3. Plan to meet in a place a safe distance from the fire and where first responders can easily see you. 
 
For more information on smoke alarms, fire escape planning, and fire prevention, visit the USFA website. 
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICATM 
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

 

Fall Back on Sound Advice: 
Time to Change Your Clock AND Your Smoke Alarm Batteries 

Because dead batteries are easier to replace 
than family members 

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/media/press/2011releases/103111.shtm

