
December 2009 
Special Programs this Month  
at Fire Island National Seashore 
 
For More Information: 
www.nps.gov/fiis 

631-687-4750     
Wednesday 
December 2:     “Long Night Moon” Evening Tower Tour - Fire Island Lighthouse  
4 pm    ($15 Fee; reservations required: call 631-661-4876) 

Experience the Fire Island Lighthouse at night from the top of the tower. Sunset 4:26 pm, Moonrise 4:38 pm  
Friday 
December 11:  Star Watch: A Night of Astronomy – Wilderness Visitor Center  
7 pm (Free program; call for directions/information 631-281-3010)  

Led by a guest speaker, the whole family will enjoy a captivating slide show and a viewing of the night skies by 
telescope.  Dress for the weather! 

Saturday 
December 12:  7th Annual Reenactment of the Flying Santa - Fire Island Lighthouse  
11:30 am    (Free 1-hour program: for more information, call 631-661-4876) 

Join former Fire Island Lighthouse keeper Gottfried Mahler and his wife Marilyn, who were stationed here in 1953 
when the original Flying Santa visited. Great photo opportunity when Santa arrives. Get there early! 

Sunday 
December 13:   Landscape Photography Workshop - Wilderness Visitor Center 
9 am – Noon  (Free program; call for directions/information 631-281-3010) 

Sponsored by Friends of Fire Island National Seashore, this workshop will introduce basic landscape photography 
techniques. Join a ranger for a short guided tour into the wilderness area and along the beach as you practice winter 
photography skills. 

Saturday 
December 26:   Holiday Wilderness Hike - Wilderness Visitor Center 
9 am – Noon  (Free program; call for directions/information 631-281-3010) 
   Join ranger for a guided 3‐mile round‐trip hike on the beach and into federal wilderness area. 
Sunday 
December 27:  Junior Ranger Workshop: Exploring the Wilderness – Wilderness Visitor Center 
Noon   (Free program; call for directions/information 631-281-3010) 
   Discover the nature and value of wilderness. Learn about winter wildlife. Dress for the weather and  

be prepared for a 1½ mile hike. Kids ages 8 - 12! 
Thursday 
December 31:     Children’s Hour: Seasonal Seaside Stories and Crafts – Wilderness Visitor Center 
Noon – 1 pm  (Free program; call for directions/information 631-281-3010) 
   Have fun while learning about wildlife in winter on Fire Island, then create a craft to take home.  

Geared for kids ages 5  - 7, but all are welcome! 
Thursday 
December 31:     “Blue Moon” Evening Tower Tour - Fire Island Lighthouse  
4 pm    ($15 Fee; reservations required: call 631-661-4876) 

Experience the lighthouse at night on this New Years Eve. Sunset and moonrise are at 4:34 pm 
 
Fire Island National Seashore Facilities open in December 

Fire Island Lighthouse - 631-661-4876 
Open Nov. 1 – mid-December, Daily 9:30 – 4 pm  
Open mid-December – mid-March, Weekdays, 9:30 – 4 pm; Weekends, Noon – 4 pm 
Closed Thanksgiving and Christmas days 
Last tower tour 1 hour before closing 

  
Wilderness Visitor Center - 631-281-3010 

Open through December 31: Daily, 9 am – 4 pm  
                  Wilderness camping, sportsman’s driving and waterfowl hunting permits when office is open  
 

Park Headquarters in Patchogue - 631-687-4750 
Open all year, Monday - Friday, 9:30 – 4 pm 
Closed on federal holidays 

 
William Floyd Estate - 631-399-2030 

Closed until May 2010, grounds open for special guided tours 
Watch for special programs this winter and spring!  
 

Sailors Haven and Watch Hill Facilities and The Pier at Watch Hill Restaurant  
Closed until May 2010 
 

Watch Hill Campground - 631-597-6664 
Reservations for 2010 season will be accepted by mail after January 1 
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