
May 2012  
Special Programs this Month  
Fire Island National Seashore 
 

For More Information:    
www.nps.gov/fiis 
631-687-4750  
Follow us on Twitter.com/FireIslandNPS Coming soon: Facebook.com/FireIslandNPS  

Friday 
May 4:   Sea Shanties with the Shipmates – Wilderness Visitor Center 
7 – 9 pm  (Free program; call for directions/information 631-281-3010) 

Treat yourself to an enchanting evening of sea shanties and ballads courtesy of our musical guests, the Shipmates.  Sit 
back and enjoy the show, or join in on the music-making with your own acoustic instrument.  

Saturday 
May 5:   Annual Teachers Workshop – Sailors Haven/Sunken Forest 
9 am – 3:30 pm              (Free program; reservations required; call for information 631-687-4780) 

This free workshop is open to all educators and youth group leaders who wish to use Fire Island National Seashore as an 
outdoor classroom. Learn all you need to know to bring school groups to the park. Logistics, transportation and curriculum 
planning will be highlighted. Participate in hands-on inquiry based activities covering shoreline dynamics and water quality 
testing, and immerse yourself in the magic of the Sunken Forest. Free parking and ferry transportation from Sayville. 

Saturday 
May 5:   Horseshoe Crabs: Living Fossils – Fire Island Lighthouse 
7 pm    ($4/person, free for FILPS members; reservations required; 631-661-4876) 

Multifaceted family festival includes storytelling, arts & crafts activities for kids and adults, and more. Learn about 
horseshoe crabs and watch them come ashore to lay their eggs while reveling in the beauty of an evening on the beach. 
Tower tours will be available at regular fee. 

Sunday  
May 6:                           Old Mastic House: Cultural Landscape Walking Tour – William Floyd Estate 
10 – 11:30 am                (Free program; call for directions/information 631-399-2030) 
                                       This walking tour will reveal how the Floyd family changed, adapted and used their lands for their various 
                                       purposes through the centuries. Evidence of cultural changes are all over the Estate, if you know how to look for them! 
Sunday 
May 6:                           Flower Moon Sunset Walk – Wilderness Visitor Center 
6 pm – 7:30 pm             (Free program; call for directions/information 631-281-3010) 
                              Enjoy a Fire Island sunset and the rise of the Flower Moon. Celebrate May’s abundance while exploring the barrier  

island from day into night and from bay to ocean. 
Friday 
May 11:                          Star Watch: A Night of Astronomy – Wilderness Visitor Center 
7:30 – 10 pm                  (Free program; call for directions/information 631-281-3010) 
                                       Bring the family and join Astronomer Tom Carey for an exploration of the night skies over Fire Island. After an indoor 
                                                 presentation, head outdoors for the star viewing session. Telescopes will be provided; dress for the weather. 
Saturday 
May 12:   Old Mastic International Migratory Bird Day Walk – William Floyd Estate 
9 – 11:30 am  (Free program; call for directions/information 631-399-2030) 

Celebrate International Migratory Bird Day! During the peak of migration, search for both spring migrants and year-round 
bird species at the Old Mastic Estate. Bring binoculars, dress for the weather and be prepared for a 2-mile roundtrip walk.  

Saturday  
May 12:   Light Keepers Behind-the-Scenes Tour – Fire Island Lighthouse 
9 am               ($20/person; reservations required, limit 12 people: 631-661-4876) 

 Follow one of our present day Lighthouse Keepers on his rounds. This bottom to top tour takes you from the auxiliary  
 generator and the Light Keeper’s workshop in the basement of the Keeper’s Quarters to the beacon in the lantern room 
of the lighthouse tower. Learn how Lighthouse Keepers in the 1860’s to 2012 maintained the light. Includes a tour of the 
new Lens Building which houses our original first order Fresnel lens.   

Saturday 
May 12:   Plein Air Art Show –- Fire Island Lighthouse  
     (Free: rain date Saturday May 19 call 631-661-4876) 

Artists from Wet Paints Studio Group will be painting on site in the Lighthouse area. All art work will be on display for 2 
weeks and for sale, with 30% of the proceeds being donated to the Preservation Society by the artists. 

Saturday 
May 12:                          Seaside Stories and Crafts: Horseshoe Crabs – Wilderness Visitor Center 
Noon – 1 pm                  (Free program; call for directions/information 631-281-3010) 

Listen to stories about these ancient and beneficial sea creatures that still roam our waters, and discover how you can 
help protect them. Create a horseshoe crab craft of your very own. This program is geared for children ages 5 -7, but all 
are welcome to attend. 
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Friday 
May 18:   Night of the Horseshoe Crabs – Fire Island Lighthouse 
7:30 – 9:30 pm  (Free program; call for directions/information 631-687-4780) 

Discover what’s so special about these “living fossils.” Learn about horseshoe crabs and the important role they play in 
our marine ecology, and about horseshoe crab research currently underway at Fire Island National Seashore. 

Saturday  
May 19:   Armed Forces Day – Fire Island Lighthouse 
10 am – 4 pm              (Free tower tours for those who served in the armed forces: 631-661-4876) 

Free Tower Tours for those who served in the armed forces. Thank you for your service! 
Saturday 
May 19:   International Migratory Bird Day at the Sunken Forest – Sailors Haven Visitor Center 
10:30 am - Noon (Free program; call for directions/information 631-687-4780) 

Commemorate International Migratory Bird Day at one of Fire Island’s best birding hotspots – the Sunken Forest! View 
spring songbirds and shorebirds on Fire Island as they make their way north along our coastline and stop in the park for 
food and rest. Bring binoculars and dress for the weather (usually a bit cooler on the island); 1½-mile roundtrip walk.  

Sunday  
May 20:                          International Shorebirds East Coast and West – Patchogue-Watch Hill Ferry Terminal 
2 – 3 pm              (Free program; call for directions/information 631-687-4780) 
                                       Join international volunteer Rafael Cruz for this presentation about migratory shorebirds and their conservation, both here 

on the Atlantic coast and in northwestern Mexico. Cruz, a marine biologist from Mexico, will discuss his own research 
 efforts, his experiences with the National Park Service, and the story of red knots, their food sources and the moon.  

Sunday 
May 20:                         Fire Island: Beach Resort and National Seashore – Fire Island Lighthouse Lens Building 
2 pm                              (Free program; call for directions/information 631-661-4876) 
                                      Learn about the history of Fire Island from local author Shoshanna McCollum, who will be on hand to sign her new book,  
 Fire Island, Beach Resort and National Seashore, which is filled with more than 200 historic photographs. 
Saturday 
May 26:                          Junior Ranger Workshop: Horseshoe Crab Defenders – Wilderness Visitor Center 
Noon – 1 pm                  (Free program; call for directions/information 631-281-3010) 

Horseshoe crabs have roamed the oceans since before the dinosaurs, but now they face many dangers. Learn all about 
these fascinating and beneficial marine creatures and how you can help protect them. Geared for children ages 8 -12.  
 

Fire Island National Seashore Facilities open or reopening in May 2012 
Fire Island Lighthouse - 631-661-4876 

Open April 1 – June 30, Daily 9:30 am – 5:00 pm  
Open July 1 – Labor Day: Daily 9:30 am – 5:30 pm  
Last tower tour 1 hour before closing  

Wilderness Visitor Center - 631-281-3010 
Open January 1 through June 30: Daily, 9 am – 4 pm (staffing and weather permitting) 
Open July 1 – Labor Day: Weekends 9 am – 6:30 pm; Weekdays 9 am – 5 pm  

                   Wilderness camping permits when office is open  
William Floyd Estate - 631-399-2030 

Old Mastic House closed until May 25, 2012;  
New: April 6 – May 20 - Grounds open Friday – Sunday, 10 am – 4 pm 
Open May 25 – Nov. 12, Friday – Sunday 9 am – 5 pm 

Park Headquarters in Patchogue - 631-687-4750 
Open all year, Monday - Friday, 9 am – 4:30 pm 
Closed on federal holidays 

Sailors Haven Marina - 631-597-6171 
Reopens May 4, 2012 

Sayville Ferry Service - 631-589-8980 
Spring Schedule startsMay14, 2012 

Sailors Haven Visitor Center - 631-597-6183 
Reopens May 19, 2012. Open May 19-20: 10 am – 2:30 pm;  
Open May 26 – June 17, Weekends 10 am – 4 pm. Open June 23 – 30, Weekends 10 am – 5 pm;  
Open July 1 – Labor Day: Weekends 10 am – 6:30 pm; Weekdays 10 am – 5 pm  

Watch Hill Marina - 631-597-3109 
Reopens May 4, 2012 

Watch Hill Campground – 631-567-6664 www.watchhillfi.com  
Reopens May 12; reservations for 2012 season accepted on-line 

Watch Hill Ferry Service - 631-475-1665 
Spring Schedule starts May 19, 2012 (Davis Park ferry started March 17, 2012) 

Watch Hill Visitor Center - 631-597-6455 
Reopens May 19, 2012. Open May 19 – June 30, Weekends 9 am – 5 pm. 
Open July 1 – Labor Day: Weekends 9 am – 6:30 pm; Weekdays 9 am – 5 pm  

The Pier at Watch Hill Restaurant 
Reopens May 25, 2012 

Patchogue-Watch Hill Ferry Terminal  
Reopens May 19, 2012, staffed weekends through June 24; Friday-Sunday June 30 – Labor Day 
Watch for the Friends of Fire Island National Seashore’s  
“Essence of Fire Island” Nature Photography Exhibition opens late June 2012  
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