
History of the Patchogue River                                                                                                  
Thursday, July 2 from 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Fire Island National Seashore Patchogue-Watch Hill Ferry Terminal, 631-687-4772
Take a trip back in time with historian Steve Lucas as he shows images of the Patchogue River 
during the bustling boat-building era. Learn about historic boat yards, ship styles, and prominent 
boat builders like Gil Smith and view the “River Runs to It” exhibit in the Patchogue-Watch Hill 
Ferry Terminal.

Coyotes in New York? Is Long Island Next?                                                                                                 
Thursday, July 16 from 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Fire Island National Seashore Patchogue-Watch Hill Ferry Terminal, 631-687-4772
Over the past two centuries, the coyote (Canis latrans) has undergone an amazing range 
expansion. Recently, coyotes have been changing their range and expanding across North 
America, suggesting a Long Island coyote population could be next. Come meet Dr. Mark 
Weckel, Science Research Mentoring Program Manager at the American Museum of Natural 
History to learn about these animals and what their expansion may mean.

Land, Sea, and Sky: The Artwork of Old Mastic                                                                                                 
Thursday, July 30 from 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Fire Island National Seashore Patchogue-Watch Hill Ferry Terminal, 631-687-4772
Through the centuries, the Floyd/Nichols family and their guests painted or sketched life as they saw it on the old William 
Floyd Estate. The varied artwork in this presentation depicts sailing, farm life, people, and hunting scenes, and provides a 
glimpse into Long Island’s past. Enjoy and explore Old Mastic-inspired artwork from artists, both well known and  
unknown, and spanning from the 1850s to the 1970s.

Arts Afire: Fire Island National Seashore’s Artist-in-Residence Program                                
Thursday, August 13 from 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Fire Island National Seashore Patchogue-Watch Hill Ferry Terminal, 631-687-4772
Fire Island National Seashore’s first artist-in-residence and program coordinator, Dawn Lee, will discuss the Seashore’s 
newly developed Artist-in-Residence program.
 
Maritime Culture of the Great South Bay                                                                                                  
Thursday, August 27 from 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Fire Island National Seashore Patchogue-Watch Hill Ferry Terminal, 631-687-4772
When European settlers first came to the shores of the Great South Bay in the 1800s, they began a long history of  
harvesting shell- and finfish and building boats and ships to support the burgeoning region. Nancy Solomon, Executive 
Director of Long Island Traditions, will examine the traditions that continue to present day, ranging from decoy carving and 
duck hunting to fishing and boat-building. 

Migration of Monarch Butterflies                                                                                                 
Thursday, September 10 from 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Fire Island National Seashore Patchogue-Watch Hill Ferry Terminal, 631-687-4772
Beautiful and fragile, the monarch butterfly undertakes an arduous journey each fall and spring to and from Mexico. The 
annual migration cycle of this butterfly has been described as the most spectacular in the insect world. Annie McIntyre, 
Long Island Regional Manager of the Environmental Office of New York State Parks, will discuss this fascinating creature, 
its life cycle, habitat needs, and the present threats to its survival. 
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