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Fire Island National Seashore ek

Electronic Newsletter

What's Been Happening in Winter/Spring
the Park 2008

In This Issue Preparing for a New Season

At the seashore, when many facilities are boarded up for the
off-season, it may be hard to realize how much is going on
in the park. But every winter is filled with a flurry of activity
as park staff, volunteers and partners prepare for the new

New Faces on Fire Island

Patchogue Ferry Terminal summer season. Fire Island National Seashore was spared
Update the wrath of winter ice- over in 2007/2008, so more attention

was focused on moving forward.

The park's much-respected superintendent, Mike Reynolds,
moved on to a promotion. Reynolds is now the deputy
I —— regional director in the regional office in Philadelphia. Until
Mike's successor is selected- probably in early summer-

Fire Island National FINS's Deputy Superintendent Sean McGuinness is
Seashore currently serving as the acting superintendent.

William Floyd Estate Despite the transition, FINS has many programs in the
Open for the season on May works. We've made further progress on the GMP planning

front since our e-newsletter was last distributed in late fall.
Several workshops were conducted over the winter with a
contingent of appropriate Fire Island National Seashore
stakeholders and staff. Participants shared their
perspectives and insight, which will be incorporated into the

23, with special programs
throughout the year.
Call 631-399-2030

e Old Mastic House alternatives development phase of the planning process.
Tours:
Friday - Sunday & Recent GMP topic-specific workshops included:
Holidays, 10 am - 4
pm (free 1- hour e Park Interpretive Themes
guided tour) e Visitor Experience and Transportation
e Coming Soon e Infrastructure and Sustainability
Cultural Landscape e Marine Resources
Tour:
Saturday, June 7, 10 The park's first GMP newsletter, Interim Report 1, was
am - Noon mailed in the spring and is available on the PEPC site. This
Reservations required report includes a summary of the scoping comments that

were gathered during the summer and fall of 2006, and the
draft park purpose and park significance statements. The



http://www.nps.gov/fiis
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/planyourvisit/williamfloydestate.htm
http://www.nps.gov/ner/customcf/apps/eventcalendar/events/fiisevent13367687.html
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Island-based Facilities
Open and Programs
Offered Memorial Day
Weekend :

Watch Hill

e Marina open for
season

e The Pier at Watch Hill
restaurant open
Saturday & Sunday,
May 24 - 25 Memorial
Day weekend

e Watch Hill
Campground:
reservations filled for
overnight stay
Memorial Day
weekend, but come
enjoy the day

e Visitor Center now
open weekends

e Salt Marsh Canoe
Tour: Saturday,
Sunday, sign-up at 10
a.m.

Saturday, 2 p.m.
e Catch of the Day:
Sunday, 2 p.m.

Sailors Haven

e Marina open for
season

e Visitor Center now
open weekends

e Sunken Forest Tours:
Weekends at 11 a.m.

e What Lives in a
Shell? : Saturday, 2
p.m.

e Catch of the Day:
Sunday, 2 p.m.

e What Lives in a Shell?:
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newsletter invites public comment on the draft park purpose,
park significance, fundamental resources and values, and
related resources.

Another component of planning is a visitor study conducted
by the University of Idaho for the NPS. A sample of
homeowners will receive the resident survey during May. A
visitor survey will be distributed at park facilities in July.

FIMP (Fire Island Inlet to Montauk Point) planning with the
Army Corps of Engineers has made significant progress
over the past winter. Department of the Interior
representatives met with Assistant Secretary of the Army
(Civil Works) John Paul Woodley, Jr. Staff from both
agencies are working for the release of a draft plan for
public review in September 2009.

A great amount of additional planning has been going on at
the seashore, so stay tuned for the opportunity to provide
public comment on some of these projects this summer.

e Environmental assessments (EAS) for two beach
nourishment projects should be made available for
public review soon. One beach nourishment EA is
being prepared for a project in front of eleven of the
Fire Island communities; another EA is for work in
front of Smith Point County Park.

e An environmental assessment and economic analysis
for new driving regulations has also been drafted.
Those documents are currently being reviewed, and
the National Park Service anticipates a late summer
release for public review.

e The National Park Service is also assisting Suffolk
County to finish the draft EA for mosquito
management on Fire Island as part of the overall
vector control program managed by the county.

As part of the National Park Service's Centennial Initiative,
FINS received additional funding in 2008 for summer staff.
There will be more programs offered at Sailors Haven and
Watch Hill, and lifeguards on weekends at Barrett Beach.
The Centennial Challenge proposal for FINS was also
approved, so new wayside exhibits will be developed this
summer for Kismet, Fire Island Pines, and Watch Hill.

Other funded park projects include new signs throughout the
seashore, plastic lumber for boardwalks at Sailors Haven,
painting the Fire Island Lighthouse tower and the William
Floyd Estate, and dredging the Sailors Haven channel.

There are additional programs for kids at Fire Island this
year. A new Junior Ranger activity was offered during
National Junior Ranger Day and National Park Week in
April. A new Junior Ranger workbook was unveiled for
National Safe Boating Week in May. Look for Bernie the
Boater packets at park visitor centers and as rangers



http://www.nps.gov/fiis/planyourvisit/watchhillhours.htm
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/upload/2008_WH_CanoeTrip_Weekends-10am.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/upload/2008_WH_WhatLivesInAShell_Saturday-2pm.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/upload/2008_WH_CatchOfTheDay_Sundays-2pm.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/planyourvisit/sailorshavenhours.htm
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/upload/2008_SH_SunkenForestTours-SpringWeekends-11am.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/upload/2008_SH_WhatLivesInAShell_Saturday-2pm.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/upload/2008_SH_CatchOfTheDay_Sundays-2pm.pdf
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Wilderness Visitor Center
Open Wednesday - Sunday
Call 631-281-3010

e Mid-Morning Stroll:
Saturdays, 10 am

e Next Weekend
Living Fossils:
Horseshoe Crab
Program Sunday, June
1, 7:00 pm

Fire Island Lighthouse
Open Daily, 9:30 a.m. -
5:00 p.m.

e Free Exhibits

e Fee for Tower Tours

e New Books and
Educational Sales
Iltems

e Newly Expanded "Fire
Island Lighthouse Trail
Guide"

Fire Island National Seashore
Videos are available on-line:

e Orientation to Fire Island
National Seashore (13
minutes)

e Fire Island Lighthouse (11
minutes)

Piping Plover Update: Low
productivity for 2007, but first
chicks should hatch on May 27,

2008.
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conduct on-water vessel checks. This program was funded
by a National Park Service ocean stewardship grant.

Our park concessioner, Fire Island Concessions, LLC, is
expanding its hours of operation this summer at the Watch
Hill restaurant, and offering some mid- week discounts for
boaters in the park's two marinas.

Join us and our partners and neighbors as we celebrate a
few milestones on Fire Island this year. Robert Moses State
Park celebrates the 100th anniversary of its predecessor--
Fire Island State Park-- on June 27-29, and the Fire Island
Lighthouse celebrates its 150th anniversary on November 1,
2008.

Piping plovers have returned to Fire Island. The first nest
was recorded on April 30 and our latest nest was discovered
on May 13. Several nests have been overwashed or
abandoned, and five of the eight pairs of plovers have re-
nested. Most of these nests are in front of the wilderness
area, but the west Watch Hill site has been selected again.
Thank you for respecting the required restrictions on pets
and kites while these vulnerable shorebirds are nesting. The
first chicks of the year are expected to hatch by May 27.

We appreciate your support and contributions as you help
us shape the future of Fire Island National Seashore. Get
out and enjoy your park! Thank You,

Sean McGuinness
Acting Superintendent

New Faces on Fire Island

The National Park Service
Centennial Initiative has
provided for additional
staffing at Fire Island
National Seashore this
year, and you will probably
see the benefit when you
visit the park this summer.
Additional maintenance
employees have already
been at work getting facilities prepared for the new season.
There will be a few more seasonal employees conducting
interpretive programs and roving patrols this summer.
Lifeguard service will be expanded this year to Barrett
Beach during July and August.

A new crew of resource management seasonal staff and
volunteers have been out since March to help manage the
park's threatened and endangered species, and help
eradicate invasive plants in specific parts of the park. This



http://www.nps.gov/fiis/planyourvisit/wildernesshours.htm
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/upload/2008_Mid-Morning%20Stroll_Saturdays.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/upload/2008_WVC_LivingFossils_6-1-2008.pdf
http://www.fireislandlighthouse.com/
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/photosmultimedia/multimedia.htm
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/parkmgmt/centennial-initiative-2016.htm
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year's Park Flight Migratory Bird Program international
Py i Koo s volunteer is from Peru.

THREA TENUD & ENOASCERET SFLCTES

T SAMARY While the park and its stakeholders await the selection of a
new superintendent, several other key positions have been
filled at Fire Island National Seashore over the past year.
The park welcomed aboard a new administrative officer,
Jen Panko, in January 2006. With the retirement of two
division chiefs and the William Floyd Estate unit manager in
2006, opportunities opened for others in the park. After
lengthy acting assignments and a competitive hiring
process, each of these positions was filled from within the
park this time around. At the William Floyd Estate, Museum
Curator Steven A. Czarniecki has taken the helm as the
new unit manager for the Estate and the cultural resources
manager for the park. Former WFE unit site manager
Richard Stavdal retired in April 2006. Maintenance work
leader Jim Dunphy was selected as the new facility
manager after Steve Singler's retirement in April 2006.

= i et

Threatened & Endangered

Species West District Ranger Jay Lippert was selected to replace
Wayne Valentine, who retired as the park's chief ranger in
September 2006 . Former Chief of Interpretation Paula
Valentine moved into a new public affairs position, and park
Always Boat Safely! Safe Vessel VIP coordinator Irene Rosen was selected as the new lead
Checks are conducted on the interpreter. Also in 2006, a new special park uses
coordinator, John Mahoney, was hired for the chief ranger's
Great South Bay. office. Philip Salvador became the park's full-time IT

specialist, and new concessions specialist/budget analyst
Kathy Spirtes was hired.

Some of the resulting vacancies in the park have been
filled over the winter of 2007. Joe Heinrich was selected as
the new park maintenance supervisor, and Walt Martens
was selected to replace Joe as lead boat operator. John
Stewart is the new west district ranger, and Tracey Wilson
will soon be arriving from Boston National Historical Park to
fill in behind John as a frontline visitor protection and law
enforcement officer. MaryLaura Lamont--a knowledgeable
local naturalist--is the park's new museum technician and

Watch for New "Bernie the interpreter stationed at the William Floyd Estate.
Boater' Junior Ranger
Program While you may not have an opportunity to meet all park

staff personally, you may certainly appreciate the role each
plays in helping make Fire Island National Seashore a safe,
enjoyable and educational place to visit. We invite you to
venture out into the park this weekend, and visit again
throughout the summer season.

Visit Each of Fire Island National Seashore’'s
Facilities

e Patchogue Ferry Terminal Update

A long-awaited capital
improvement for Fire Island

=8 National Seashore may soon be
[ getting off the drawing board.



http://www.nps.gov/fiis/naturescience/threatened-and-endangered-species.htm
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/forkids/beajuniorranger.htm
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/planyourvisit/boating.htm
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/planyourvisit/placestogo.htm
http://www.nps.gov/oia/topics/flight/flight.htm
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Support Our Park Partners

Join Our Friends!

Check Latest Press Releases

- 9
FIRERISLAN])

FINS Planning Team
fire_island_gmp@nps.gov
Fire Island National Seashore
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/
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Funding for the Patchogue-Watch Hill Ferry Terminal has
been secured, and the required permits and studies are
being completed. A Draft Statement of Findings (SOF) for
Floodplain Management for the new ferry terminal facility in
Patchogue is available for public review until June 13,
2008. The project entails the construction of a new ferry
terminal along the Patchogue River, replacing an existing
building with a larger 4,000 square foot year- round facility.
The proposed new building will be elevated and moved
back from river's edge. Because the structure is within the
100- year flood plain, site-specific flood risks and impacts
must be considered.

A new National Park Service ferry terminal in Patchogue,
New York and a visitor center and new headquarters
complex for Fire Island National Seashore were proposed
in the park's 1978 General Management Plan. Park
boundaries were expanded in November 1978 to include
up to twelve acres of land in Patchogue for this purpose. A
ten- acre parcel of land was purchased at the head of the
Patchogue River in 1980, and the existing building was
completed as a temporary structure in 1983. A
Development Plan for the Patchogue Ferry Terminal Site
was prepared in 1986. Funding for the parking lot was
secured in the early 1990s, and a new elevated 178- car lot
constructed in 1991. A schematic design plan for a Fire
Island Terminal and Interactive Learning Center was
started in 1995, and the Development Concept Plan for the
Patchogue Ferry Terminal Site was produced in 1999. As
part of the National Park Service's procedures to comply
with the National Environmental Policy Act, an
Environmental Assessment (EA) for this project was
completed in January 2002. After a period of public review,
a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the
preferred plan was signed on October 8, 2002.

You can learn more about the project and the study open
for public review by visiting the park's press release online.

Planning Patchogue Ferry Terminal



http://www.nps.gov/fiis/supportyourpark/joinourfriends.htm
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/parknews/newsreleases.htm
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/parknews/upload/FINS_PressRelease08-09_ReviewFerryTerminalDocuments_5-14-2008.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/fiis/parkmgmt/planning-patchogue-ferry-terminal.htm

