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Special Programs in 
September 2009  
 
Monday, September 7: 
Annual Labor Day Sand 
Creation Contest - Watch Hill 
and Sailors Haven beaches Free 
program; 631-597-6455 (Watch 
Hill) or 631-597- 6183 (Sailors 
Haven) Sign-up at 10 am, 
judging at 1 pm; all ages 
welcome.  
 
Wednesday - Friday, September 
9-11:  
Fire Island Trek - Fire Island 
Wilderness to Watch Hill (filled)  
 
September 11 
45th Anniversary of Fire Island 
National Seashore's 
establishment on Sept. 11, 
1964.  
 
Saturday September 12: 
Light Keepers Behind-the-
Scenes Tour - Fire Island 
Lighthouse ($15/person; 

Summer's Almost Over! Savor What's Left of the 
Season. 

While summer certainly seemed slow to arrive on Fire Island this 
year, it has come and gone far too quickly. We didn't get our first 
glimpse of a typical summer weekend until mid-July. The first 
hurricane of the 2009 season didn't skirt the Northeast until late 
August. It's hard to believe that Labor Day is already here. If you 
haven't made it out to Fire Island National Seashore, you might want 
to catch the last of the summer/fall season over the next few weeks. 
Through September 7, ferries are still running at their maximum 
levels, visitor centers and lifeguarded beaches are fully staffed, 
concession services are fully operational, and programs are in full 
swing. After Labor Day, services and facilities gradually wind down 
during the fall season. Now is a great time to experience park 
operations at their status quo or "No Action" level.  
 
From a general management planning or GMP perspective, the 
management of natural and cultural resources, facilities, programs, 
and visitor experiences that you may see today translates into the 
"No Action" alternative of continuing current management practices. 
 
During the GMP process, planners develop a range of feasible 
alternatives that future park managers may use to address the 
pursuit of park goals. They use the No Action or Status Quo 
alternative as a baseline against which to evaluate the changes 
proposed in each alternative. A newsletter describing preliminary 
management alternatives for Fire Island National Seashore is 
expected to be available by late 2009. We will include a comment 
card as well as general contact information and encourage you to 
share your thoughts and opinions about the management concepts 
we propose.  

Fire Island's GMP team has been working behind the scenes with 
park staff and with small groups of stakeholders to draft preliminary 
alternatives that address many facets of the park's future 
management and development. Earlier this summer, a group of 
community stakeholders was convened to help plan for the future 
management and use of the William Floyd Estate at Mastic Beach. 
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New wayside exhibits are 
starting to make their 
appearance at Fire Island 
National Seashore. Be sure 

to check out the new panels! 

reservations required: 631- 661-
4876)  
 
Saturday September 12: 
The Summer Gunner: Art and 
Lore of Traditional Decoy 
Carving - William Floyd Estate, 
11 am (Free program; call for 
directions: 631-399- 2030)  
 
Saturday September 19 
Documents in Stone - William 
Floyd Estate (Free program; 
reservations required: call 631-
399- 2030) 
 
Saturday September 19  
International Coastal 
Cleanup Day: Fire Island 
National Seashore and Friends 
will sponsor a special beach 
clean-up at Watch Hill. 
Transportation from Patchogue 
to Watch Hill provided. Bring 
your work gloves, hat boots and 
lunch and volunteer. 
Reservations required. Must sign 
up by September 14. Call 631-
281- 3010. 
 

September 26: Volunteer Day 
 
During the park's annual 
Volunteer Appreciation picnic, 
active VIPs will be treated to a 
preview of Ken Burns' latest film 
series, The National Parks: 
America's Best Idea.  

Sunday, September 27, 2009 
8th Annual "Cruise to the 
Light" Auto Show Fire Island 
Lighthouse fundraiser at Robert 
Moses State Park Field #4 (Rain 
Date: October 4)  

 
Also as part of the GMP, the park is supporting the preparation of an 
Island-wide Community Character analysis that will provide baseline 
information to the planning team. This information will enable them 
to better understand what residents value about the natural and built 
environment in their communities and their concerns for those things 
as we plan for the future. A community planning consultant, A. 
Nelessen Associates, was contracted to work with community 
residents and other stakeholders Island- wide to identify and 
describe Fire Island's resources and values and define a long-term 
vision addressing them. By doing so, the National Park Service will 
be better able to evaluate any possible impacts resulting from 
alternatives proposed in the general management plan and work 
with the communities and other management partners to consider 
the best possible solutions to address them.  
 
As part of the community character analysis process, the park would 
like to invite members of Fire Island's diverse communities to 
participate in a photo scavenger hunt that will run through 
September. Island residents are invited to take photographs in their 
respective communities and submit them according to instructions 
provided on the project website. Residents may also submit older, or 
even, historical photos of places, scenes and/or features of Fire 
Island that they believe best represent what they care about most. In 
early October, a gallery of photos will be posted on-line and 
participants will be invited to vote on the images they believe are 
most characteristic of the Island. Participants will also be asked to 
share their thoughts in an on-line analysis of these images. For 
more information and instructions on participating in the scavenger 
hunt and submitting your photos, please visit the project website: 
www.visionfireisland.com. Once A. Nelessen Associates have 
completed their analysis early this winter, the park will host a public 
workshop in a convenient location to share the results and get some 
additional feedback.  

Thanks for your participation. We appreciate your support of Fire 
Island National Seashore.  

 

Vision Fire Island Scavenger Hunt 
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Cenntenial Challenge 
Wayside Panels  
 

Fire Island Concessions' 
restaurant, The Pier at Watch 
Hill, is still open for dinner 
Friday and Saturday 
evenings through September 

20, 2009. 

 
The Pier at Watch Hill 
Reservations: 631-597-
9060  
 

For Your Safety: Watch for ticks and 

mosquitoes until the weather cools. 

Scavenger Hunt Instructions Now Posted!

William Floyd Estate Charrette 

In late June 2009, Fire Island 
National Seashore's GMP 
planning team gathered a 
group of local stakeholders to 
discuss their vision for the 
future of the William Floyd 
Estate, located in Mastic 
Beach. This small planning 
workshop, or charrette, focused 
on the 613-acre detached unit of the park that was added in 1965, 
a year after the establishment of Fire Island National Seashore. 
The William Floyd Estate includes the ancestral home of one of 
New York's four signers of the Declaration of Independence.  

Some of the ideas generated from this visioning workshop include:  

Expanding local and national awareness of William Floyd 
and his Mastic Estate  
Improving community connections to the William Floyd 
Estate including links to local schools, libraries, historical 
societies and other groups and organizations  
Establishing a Friends group for the William Floyd Estate  
Developing and delivering educational programs to local 
school districts  
Developing an indoor program space on or near the Floyd 
Estate where park and community activities and programs 
could take place  

These are just a few of the ideas generated during this visioning 
session. The ideas offered by the community participants are of 
tremendous value. The planning team will use them as a basis for 
generating management plan alternatives for the property. 

The value of the William Floyd Estate is in the NPS' ability to 
interpret three centuries of change at this site. The Floyd family 
owned and occupied the property for more than 250 years.  

William Floyd Estate: A Sense of Place
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Avoid Mosquitoes!  
 

Join Our Park Partners!  
 

 

Check Latest Press 
Releases  

FINS Planning Team 
fire_island_gmp@nps.gov  
http://www.nps.gov/fiis  

 
 

Fire Island National Seashore | 120 Laurel Street | Patchogue | NY | 11772 
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