
PValentine
Note
Per the Addendum to 1977 Fire Island National Seashore General Management Plan, March 1978, this line should read:

"Fire Island is naturally perpetuated..." 


PValentine
Note
Per the Addendum to 1977 Fire Island National Seashore General Management Plan, March 1978, this line should read:

"...maintain a naturally dynamic equilibrium..." 








PValentine
Note
Per the Addendum to 1977 Fire Island National Seashore General Management Plan, March 1978, this line should read:

"...encourage immediate installation of already authorized sand-bypass systems at Moriches and Shinnecock inlets." 


PValentine
Note
Per the Addendum to 1977 Fire Island National Seashore General Management Plan, March 1978, this line should read:

"The National Park Service will advise the Corps of Engineers regarding suggestions on the placement of dredged material..." 


PValentine
Note
Per the Addendum to 1977 Fire Island National Seashore General Management Plan, March 1978, this line should read:

"...on Fire Island's ecosystem, public safety, the regional economy,..." 


PValentine
Note
Per the Addendum to 1977 Fire Island National Seashore General Management Plan, March 1978, this line should read:

"...new inlets may be...." 


PValentine
Note
Per the Addendum to 1977 Fire Island National Seashore General Management Plan, March 1978, the remainder of this sentence should be deleted after "...determine..." and should read:

"...determine how the need for erosion control can best be integrated with National Seashore management policies." 




PValentine
Note
Per the Addendum to 1977 Fire Island National Seashore General Management Plan, March 1978, this entire paragraph should be deleted and replaced with the following paragraph:

"Following the completion of current studies by the Corps of Engineers and their consultants, the National Park Service will assess sand nourishment proposals. As a general principle, sand nourishment (including dune construction and direct beach replenishment) will not be undertaken in the large Federal tract east of Watch Hill. However, if future research findings and National Park Service analysis of environmental impacts show that man's intervention is essential for perpetuating this resource, such activities may be undertaken. All sand nourishment activities throughout the island would be closely monitored by the Park Service and the Corps of Engineers." 

PValentine
Note
Per the Addendum to 1977 Fire Island National Seashore General Management Plan, March 1978, this line should read:

"...erosion is occurring, and where dune buildup is desired." 






experimental  model is evaluated and i ts effects over a long-term period are
determined.  l f  env i ronmenta l  benef i t s  f rom ar t i f i c ia l l y  c rea ted  t ida l  marshes  can
be demonstrated, future marshes might be recreated along the shorel ine east of
the  Sunken Fores t  un i t .  wh ich  has  h is to r ica l l y  been a  t ida l  marsh  area .

A R T I F I C I A L  I S L A N D S

Ar t i f i c ia l  i s lands  in  the  bay  waters  ad jacent  to  F i re ' l s land 'have been made by  the
accumula t ion  o f  d redged mater ia ls  tha t  resu l ted  f rom the  Corps  o f  Eng ineers '
d redg ing  opera t ions .  These is lands  have co inc identa l l y  become pr ime breed ing
hab i ta ts  fo r  co lon ia l  water  b i rds  such as  gu l l s  and te rns .  Many o f  these spec ies
former ly  u t i l i zed  areas  o f  F i re  l s land fo r  b reed ing ,  bu t  man 's  expanded ac t iv i t ies
on the  is land have reduced the  ava i lab i l i t y  o f  these areas ,  and the  ar t i f i c ia l  i s lands
now serve as a relat ively undisturbed breeding area for the birds.

Ar t i f i c ia l  i s lands  a t  Mor iches  In le t  a re  owned by  the  town o f  Brookhaven,  and the
National Park Service proposes a cooperat ive management and research agreement
w i th  the  town fo r  the  main tenance and pro tec t ion  o f  these va luab le  hab i ta ts .
Ut i l i za t ion  o f  these is lands  wou ld  be  res t r i c ted  to  research  ac t iv i t ies  and genera l
v is i ta t ion  wou ld  be  exc luded,  except  by  spec ia l  permiss ion .

Mater ia l  f rom dredg ing  opera t ions  w i l l  be  used to  en la rge  ex is t ing  is lands ,  ex tend
marshes ,  o r  c rea te  new ar t i f i c ia l  i s lands .  The loca t ion ,  and perhaps  s ize  and shape,
o f  any  new is lands  w i l l  be  de termined th rough a  coopera t ive  program between the
Corps  o f  Eng ineers  and the  Nat iona l  Park  Serv ice .  l f  the  loca t ion  o f  new is lands
occurs  in  a reas  no t  under  federa l  ju r i sd ic t ion ,  bu t  o f  v i ta l  in te res t  to  the
preserva t ion  o f  F i re  l s land 's  na tura l  env i ronment ,  coopera t ive  management  and
research  agreements  w i th  the  appropr ia te  owners  w i l l  be  in i t ia ted .

U l t imate ly ,  Brookhaven or  o ther  owners  o f  ex is t ing  or  newly  c rea ted  ar t i f i c ia l
i s lands  may w ish  to  donate  them to  F i re  l s land Nat iona l  Seashore  fo r  use  as  b i rd
sanc tu  a r ies .

W A T E R  O U A L I T Y

The water  qua l i t y  o f  Great  South  Bay  and o f  aqu i fe rs  under ly ing  the  F i re  l s land
area is  a  ma jor  concern  o f  res idents ,  v is i to rs ,  and seashore  managers .  A  h igh
pr io r i t y  o f  the  resource  management  p lan  w i l l  be  to  guard  aga ins t  con taminat ion
of  po tab le  water  supp l ies  and c losure  o f  she l l f i sh  beds  because o f  po l lu tan ts ,  and
to  prevent  hea l th  hazards  to  boaters ,  sw immers ,  hunters ,  and o ther  water -contac t
recrea t ion is ts .  Ma in tenance o f  a  h igh  s tandard  o f  water  qua l i t y  i s  v i ta l  to  the
preserva t ion  o f  the  resource  and the  assurance o f  a  qua l i t y  v is i to r  exper ience.
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Per the Addendum to 1977 Fire Island National Seashore General Management Plan, March 1978, this line should read:

"...dredging operations may be used..." 




Exempted communit ies wi l l  be encouraged to upgrade their  sewage systems and

treatment methods. Boat marinas in these communit ies should have adequate
pumping s ta t ions  fo r  evacuat ing  boat  sewage ho ld ing  tanksand shou ld  d ispose o f

these wastes in an environmental ly acceptable manner.

New York State has establ ished a program for monitor ing water qual i ty in the

v ic in i ty  o f  F i re  l s land.  The Nat iona l  Park  Serv ice  w i l l  no t  dup l i ca te  th is  p rogram

but wi l l  contr ibute to an expanded monitor ing effort  through cooperat ive
act iv i t ies with the state. The National Park Service wi l lcol lect water samples from

areas under federal  jur isdict ion, such as marinas, of fshore anchorages, near sewage
t rea tment  fac i l i t i es ,  in  we l ls ,  and a t  any  o ther  sampl ing  s i tes  es tab l i shed by
agreement with the state monitor ing agency. These samples wi l l  be col lected for
laboratory analysis by the state agency under a previously agreed upon sampl ing
schedu le  so  tha t  remed ia l  ac t ions  can be  taken and hea l th  hazards  prevented .  In
tu rn ,  the  New York  Depar tment  o f  Env i ronmenta l  Conserva t ion  w i l l  p rov ide

accurate water qual i ty data for the Nat ional Park Service so that future
management decisions can be reached.

The National Park Service wi l l  assist  the state in enforcing any closure of shel l f ish

beds in areas under federal  jur isdict ion where contaminat ion occurs because of

disposal of  boat wastes into bay waters. Park vis i tors arr iv ing by boat and other

water-or iented recreat ionists wi l l  be informed at v is i tor-contact stat ions, such as
mar inas  and docks ,  o f  waters  tha t  a re  c losed to  she l l f i sh ing .  The de t r imenta l
effects of dumping boat wastes and the health hazards associated with eat ing

contaminated  she l l f i sh  w i l l  be  emphas ized as  a  means o f  encourag ing  v is i to rs  to
re f ra in  f rom u t i l i z ing  c losed areas .

In  keep ing  w i th  the  Nat iona l  Park  Serv ice 's  ob jec t ive  o f  ma in ta in ing  a  h igh  leve l
o f  water  qua l i t y  in  the  F i re  l s land t r la t iona l  Seashore  reg ion ,  the  need fo r
adequate sewage treatment systems is recognized. The establ ishment of new
t rea tment  fac i l i t i es  and improvement  o f  ex is t ing  fac i l i t i es  w i l l  p rec lude the
add i t ion  o f  po l lu tan ts  to  reg iona l  waters .  Low-dens i ty  v is i to r -use  areas  w i l l  u t i l i ze
establ ished sept ic tank systems, which wi l l  be rehabi l i tated as necessary to provide

treatment that meets or exceeds EPA standards. Sewage treatment at the four
modera te-dens i ty  v is i to r -use  areas  o f  Smi th  Po in t  West ,  Watch  H i l l ,  Sunken
Forest,  and Fire ls land Lighthouse wi l l  be more demanding because of the sewage
vo lume,  and sept ic  tank  t rea tment  a lone w i l l  be  inadequate .

Several  secondary and tert iary treatment systems were analyzed for potent ial  use
on F i re  l s land,  inc lud ing  the  t ranspor ta t ion  o f  sewage s ludge to  the  main land fo r
t rea tment  and the  feas ib i l i t y  o f  us ing  C l ivus  Mul t rum sys tems.  Because o f  the
unusual wastewater treatment problems exist ing at federal  act iv i ty areas on Fire
ls land,  phys ica l /chemica l  t rea tment  sys tems w i l l  be  used a t  these areas  un less
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more suitable techniques are developed. Regardless of the treatment systems used,
a i r  qua l i t y ,  space l im i ta t ions ,  and v isua l ,  no ise ,  and odor  fac to rswi l l  be  impor tan t
considerat ions in establ ishing sewage treatment faci l i t ies at these si tes. Adequate
fac i l i t ies  fo r  pumping  ou t  boat  sewage tanks  w i l l  be  prov ided a t  a l l  federa l l y
operated marinas, and boaters wi l l  be strongly encouraged to ut i l ize these
faci l i t ies. Boat sewage that contains toxic preservat ives detr imental  to domest ic
sewage treatment faci l i t ies wi l l  be treated by a physical /chemical process at each
major federal  act iv i ty area on Fire ls larrd.

The National Park Service opposes al l  oceanic or other sewage treatment plant
outfal ls that fai l  to recharge treated eff luent into Magothy and Lloyd aquifers.
A l though ava i lab le  da ta  do  no t  ind ica te  any  present  p rob lems in  ob ta in ing
suff ic ient f resh water for most of Suffolk County, i f  oceanic discharge cont inues,
eventual sal twater intrusion into these aquifers may occur,  contaminat ing Fire
ls land 's  water  supp ly .  Ongo ing  groundwater  quant i t y  and qua l i t y  s tud ies  under
the  ausp ices  o f  the  Nassau-Suf fo lk  County  P lann ing  Board  w i th  ass is tance f rom
the Geo log ica l  Survey  and Pr ince ton  Un ivers i ty  Depar tment  o f  Geo logy  shou ld
prov ide  add i t iona l  in fo rmat ion  on  the  water  reg ime o f  Long ls land 's  south

shore .

V E G E T A T I O N  A N D  W I  L D L I  F E

Management  o f  the  Sunken Fores t  un i t  w i l l  emphas ize  preserva t ion  o f  the
outs tand ing  mar i t ime ho l l y  fo res t  as  d i rec ted  by  the  enab l ing  leg is la t ion .

The ou ts tand ing  na tura l  a rea  o f  F i re  l s land loca ted  be tween Watch  H i l l  and  Smi th
Po in t  West  w i l l  be  managed in  accordance w i th  the  enab l ing  leg is la t ion  d i rec t i ve
to preserve and maintain the diversi ty of natural  habitats and the nat ive f  lora and
fauna.  Wi th in  the  conf ines  o f  th is  a rea ,  a  h igh  dune management  un i t  w i l l  be
es tab l i shed.  H ik ing  w i l l  be  permi t ted  on  the  beach and des ignated  t ra i l s  beh ind
the dunes.

Hunt ing ,  f i sh ing ,  and she l l f i sh ing  ac t iv i tes  a re  au thor ized  in  the  enab l ing
legislat ion as appropriate recreat ional uses on lands and waters of Fire ls land
National Seashore. The harvest ing of these resources wi l l  be governed by New
York State regulat ions and appl icable federal  laws. The National Park Service may
seasonal ly or permanently close areas within the nat ional seashore to recreat ional
hunt ing  and lor  f i sh ing  ac t iv i t ies  i f  these pursu i ts  a re  po ten t ia l l y  in ju r ious  to  the
f lo ra  and fauna,  as  de termined by  a  coopera t ive  w i ld l i fe  management  agreement
between the Park Service and the New York Department of Environmental
Conservat ion.
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