
To maj,ntain the features of  the exist ing
landscape  and  cu r ren t  l and -use  p rac t i ces ,  and  to
s tab i l i ze  ex i s t i ng  s t ruc tu res  un t i l
use/occupancy agreements expj .re and future
pub l  i c  uses  a re  de te rm ined .

S. lxeqpled gommunl l ies

The  fo11ory ing  ob jec t i . ve  re la tes  to  the
17  exempted  commun i t i es  l oca ted  w i th in  the  boundary  o f  t he
na+- iona l  seashore :

To  es tab l i sh  d i rec t  f ede ra l  i nvo l vemen t  w i th
Ioca l  gove rnmen ta l  i u r i sd i c t i ons  i n  a
coopera t i ve  e f fo r t  t o  p rov ide  app rop r ia te  l and
uses within the exempted corununit ies of  the
n a t i o n a l  s e a s h o r e .

B .  I ,And  q lAss i l l qa t i e l

Genera l  managemen t  p lann j -ng  requ i res  sound
c lass i f i ca t i , on  fo r  l ands  i n  a  Na t iona l  pa rk  Se rv i ce  a rea .
Th is  i s  necessa ry  to  i nsu re  tha r  pub l i c  f ac i l i t y  deve lopmen t
rs  commensura te  w i th  the  use  capab i l i t i - es  o f  t he  bas i c
resou rces  and  i n  acco rd  w i th  the  l eg i s la t i ve  i n ten t  o f
C o n g r e s s  f o r  t h e  a r e a .  T h u s ,  l a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  a
genera l  f r amewcrk  fo r  resou rce  managemen t ,  v i s i t o r  use ,  and
deve lopmen t .  The  l ands  o f  F i re  I s l and  w i l I  be  c lass i f i ed
in to  fou r  ma jo r  use  zones  as  i n i l i ca ted  be low .  (See  f i qu re
2 . 1

C lass  I - -Na tu ra l -  Zone
I A- -  Environmenta 1 Protec t ion,/pr imit ive Zone
( 1 , 8 6 0  a c r e s )  .  L a n d s  a n d  w a t e r s  p o s s e s s i n g
par t i cuLa r  va  l ue  as  w i l c l l i f  e  hab i ta t  and . /o r
resea rch  a reas  w i th  ou ts tand ing  phys i ca l  and
b io log i ca l  cha  rac te r i  s t i cs .

Uses :  P ro tec t i on  o f  va luab le  hab i ta t s ,
ou ts tand ing  eco log i ca l  f ea tu res ,  and  o tne r
environmental ,  values.

Perm i t t ed F . : / ' i l i 1 . i 6 a . q r h ^  f r r i  l <

e leva ted  pedes t r i an  dune  c ross ings  (2  and  3
fee t  h igh )  ,  and  boa rdwa lks  ( l im i ted  to  5
fee t  i n  w id th )  i n  ce r ta in  Ioca t i ons  where
fu tu re  v i s i t o r  use  wou ld  resu l t  i n  damaqe
to  na tu ra l  f  ea tu re  s .

Rec rea t i ona l  Ac t i v i t i es :  H i k ing ,  su r f -
f i sh ing ,  hun t i ng  (where  pe rm i t t ed  by  1aw1  ,
and  l im i ted  na tu ra l  h i s to ry  i n te rp re ta t i on .
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I  B - -Ou ts tand ing  Na tu ra l  Fea tu re  Zone  (  130
acres) .  Geological  and biological  features
possess ing  j . n t r i ns i c  va lue  o r  un iqueness .

U s e s :  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s ,
resea rch ,  and  env i ronmen ta l  educa t i on .

Perm i t t ed  Fac i l i t i es :  Boardwa l , ks  (  l im i ted
t o  5  f e e t  i n  w i d t h ) ,  i n t e r p r e t i v e  s i g n s ,
and  e leva ted  pedes t r i an  dune  c ross i ,ngs .

Rec rea t , i ona . l -  Ac t i v i t i es :  H i k ing  on  sand
t ra i l s  and  boa rdwa lks ,  na tu ra l  h i s to ry
in te rp re t i ve  ac t i v i t i es ,  env i ronmen ta l
educa t i on ,  and  hun t i ng  (where  pe rm i t t ed  by
l a w ) .

I  C - - N a r - u r a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Z o n e  ( 5 6 0  a c r e s ) .
Lands that require protect ion of  the natural
environment but can accoruloalate environment a I ] -v
comoa t ib le  ac t  i v i t i . es .

Uses :  L im i ted  pub l i c  day -use  rec rea t i on ,
na tu ra l  h i  s to ry interpretat i .on, and
env i ronmen ta l  educa t i on .

Perm i t t ed  Fac i l i t i es :  M in ima l  f ac i l i  t i es
to  p rov ide  fo r  pub l i c  sa fe ty  and  p ro tec t i on
o f  t he  na tu ra l  resou rce ,  such  as  boa rdwa lks
( I i m i t e d  t o  5  f e e t  i n  w i d t h ) ,  p r i m i t i v e
type  camps i tes ,  sma l l -boa t  docks ,  open

s et'ag e f a c i I i t i e s ,showers ,
i n t e r D r e t i v e  s i " q n s .

Recrea t i ona  I A c t i v i t i e s :

a n d

H i k i n g ,
beachcomb ing ,  su r f - f i sh ing ,  ocean  sw immi  ng ,
su r f i ng ,  hun t i ng  (where  pe rm i t t ed  by  1aw) ,
na tu ra l  h i s to rv  s tud ies  (bo th  Na t iona l  Pa rk
S  e rv i ce d  i rec ted a n d indi .v idual
ac t i v r t i es )  ,  r ec rea t i ona l  c lamming ,  and
prcn i ck ing .

C l a s s  I l - - H i s t o r i c  Z o n e  ( 3 7 7  a c r e s )
Th is  ca tego ry  i nc ludes  a reas  managed  to  p rese rve
and  in te rp re t  s ign i f i can t  h i s to r i c  s t ruc tu res ,
as  we l l  as  l ands  con ta in ing  resou rces  l i s ted  on
o r  . l  i o i l - l e  f o r  t h o  N a * i . ) n a 1  p F . r i  s t e r  o f
His to r i c  PLaces .  Au then t i c i t y  and  i n teg r i t y  o f
the  h i s to r i c  scene  shou ld  be  ma i .n ta ined  w i th
r . n m n a f  i  h l  o  r r q F q  6 f  a l L  h i s t o r i c  S t f u c t u f e s .
F i rs t -o rde r  s t ruc tu res  a re  no rma l l v  res to red  and
n r a c a r u a A His to r i c  s t ruc tu res  o f  l esse r
j .mpor tance  can  be  used  fo r  a  va r ie t y  o f
compa t  i b le  pu r  pos  e  s .



uses: Interpretive actlvi t ieE relat ing to
the historic resource ancl the study of the
cultural envirorunent, with secondary
act iv i t ies such as environmental  educat ion.

Permi-t ted Faci l i t ies:  Restored histor ic
structures, interpret ive boardwalks and
pa ths ,  i n te rp re t i ve  exh ib i t s ,  and  o the r
l im i ted  improvemen ts  necessa ry  fo r  v i s i t o r
appreciat ion of  the histor ical  environment.

Rec rea t i ona l  Ac t i v i t i es :  H i  s to r i ca l
interpretat ion, walking, environnentaL

C lass  I I l - -Genera l  Ou tdoo r  Rec rea t i on  Zone  (420
a c r e s ) .
Th i s  zone  i nc ludes  l ands  and  wa te rs  where
v i s i t o r  use  has  a l t e red  o r  may  modera te l y  a l t e r
the  na tu ra l  env i ronmen t .  Fac i l i t i es  on  l ands
w i th in  th i s  zone  se rve  the  needs  o f  pa rk
managers in providing medium-den si ty
rec rea t i ona l  oppor tun i t i es .  Fac i l  j . t  i  es  and
structures should not alominate the natural
env i ronmen t  and  shou ld  be  a rch i tec tu ra l l v
compa t ib le  w i th  the  resu l t s .

U S e s : Tradi t ional  and mod er ate -  den s i - tv
beach  rec rea t i on  ( see  tab le  1  fo r
v i s i t a t i on  l eve1s  assoc ia ted  w i th  modera te -
dens i t y  beach  rec rea t i on ) ,  na tu ra l  h i s to ry
in  te rp re ta t i on , a n d
educa t i on .

P  e  rm i t t ed F a c i l i t i e s :
bathhouses, supervised beaches, boa r  dwa l-  ks,

educat ion
p icn i ck ing .

i nd i v idua l
ma in tenance

and group
stat] .on s,

campgrounds ,
conc€s  s ione r

ac t i v i t i es , and  l im i ted

env i ronmen ta l

M ln imum-s  ca l  e

fac i l i t i es  ( snack  ba rs  and  food -mar rna
s r -o res )  ,  seasona l  and  yea r - round  hous i -ng
fo r  pa rk  s ta f f ,  seasona l  concess ione r
h o u s i n g ,  p i c n i c  a r e a s ,  r a n g e r  s t a t i o n s ,
v i s i t o r  c e n t e r s .  e x i s t i n g  m a r i n a s ,  f e r r y
e ]  i  r - c  r r f  i l i f i a q  a n d  r l o . . o q q a r w  q l r n n o l . t

" * r r
f ac i l i t i es  such  as  was tewa te r  t rea tmen t .

Fec rea t i ona l  Ac t i v i t i es :  Genera l  day -use
beach  re  c rea t  j - on ,  h i k ing ,  beachcomb ing ,
dock ing  o f  boa ts  i n  mar inas  and  re la ted
s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y ,  c a m p i n g ,  s u r f - f i s h i n g ,
p i cn i ck rng ,  rec rea t i ona l  c lamming ,  and
va r ious  na tu ra l  h i s to rv  i - n te rp re t i - ve
a c t i v i . t i e s .
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CIass  l v - -Spec ia l -Use  Zones
IV A--Community Development Zone (750 acres).
This zone includes pr ivate lands wi. th in the 17
comrnunit ies located within the boundary of  the
nat ional  seashore. Federal  control  wi thin the
comrnun i t i es  i s  l im i ted  by  ex i s t i ng  Ieg i s la t i on
to  ce r ta in  zon ing  s tandards .  o the rw ise ,  t he
commun i t i es  a re  exemDted  f rom d i rec t  f ede ra l
con t ro l .

Uses :  P r i va te  deve lopmen t  ( s ing le - fam i l y
res iden t i a l  and  some commerc ia l )  t ha t
con fo rms  w i th  l oca1  j u r i sd i c t i ona l  zon ing
ordinances approved by the Secretary of  the
In te r i o r .

Rec rea t i ona l Ac t i v i t i es : Ac t iv i  t ie s
typical  of  seashore corunun j - t j .es,  rangj-ng
f rom su r f - f i sh ing  and  beachcomb ing  to
-  i  ^ h + ^ ' r  r r l r  A i h i h d  > h z l  r l : n a i n t
l l r Y . / 9 v 4 g v q | . g g q | | v 4 . r j .

IV  B - -Ma jo r  Pa rk  Deve lopmen t  Zone  (93  ac res ) .
Lands  w i th in  th i s  zone  a re  l im i ted  to  ma jo r
I a r g e - s c a l e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  p u b l i c  b a t h h o u s e s ,  a n d
park ing  l o t s  l oca ted  w i th in  sm i th  Po in t  coun ty
Park ,  Su f fo l k  coun ty .

U s e s :  H i g h - i n t e n s i t y  b e a c h  r e c r e a t i o n .

Exi .  st ing Fac i l i t i es : La rge -  capac r t y
f a c i l i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  e x t e n s i v e  p a r k i n g  I o t s ,
ma jo r  ba thhouses ,  d r i ve -  i n  campgrounds ,
boa rdwa lks ,  t ra i l s ,  concess ione r  f a  c i I -
i t i es ,  and  re la ted  suppor t  f ac i l i t i es .

Rec rea t i ona l  Ac t i v i t i es :  Sw imming ,  p i c -
n i -  ck ing ,  su r f - f i sh ing ,  p layg round
ac t i v i t i es ,  she l l f i sh ing ,  and  o the r
rec rea t i ona l  ac t i v i t i es  Derm i t t ed  i n  zones
I  a n d  I I I .

I V  C - - D u n e  D i s t r i c t  ( 1 6 3  a c r e s ) .  T h e  d u n e
q \ r q t - o m  n f  F i  r e  T q l i n d  N r + i . \ n A 1  S c e q h ^ r p ,  W h i C h

i s  sub jec t  t o  f reguen t  and  seve re  s to rm damage ,
i s  v i t a l  t o  t he  p ro tec t i on  and  pe rpe tua t j -on  o f
the  resou rce .  Cer ta in  segmen ts  o f  t he  dune
sys tem w i th in  the  seashore  have  been  seve re l y
damaqed  bv  manr  s  ac t i v i t i es .  A l l -  dunes  no t
i n c l u d e d 1 n envi  ronmental
p ro tec t i on /p r im i t i ve  zone  w i l l  be  p ro tec ted  f rom
adC i r - i ona l  damase  bv  i nc lus ion  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .

u s e s :  P u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  p r o h i b i t e d .
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Permi t ted  Fac i l i t i es :  A  sma l l  number  o f
vehicular and pedestr ian dune crossings
necessary for access to areas located
beh ind  the  dunes .

Rec rea t i ona l  Ac t i v i t i es :  A11  rec rea t i ona l
act iv i ty prohibi ted wj- thj 'n the dune
d is t r i c t  because  o f  t he  excep t i ona l l y
f rag i l e  na tu re  o f  t he  dune  sYs tem-

c. Resources l ' lenagemgn!

F i re  I s l and  Na t iona l  seashore  w i I l  be  managed  to
p rese rve  i t s  na t i ona l l y  s ign i f i can t  na tu ra l  resou rces  wh i l e
providing environmental ly compat ible rec reat ional-
opportuni t ies.  Attempts wi l l  be made to repair  human
disturbances of the natural  geomorphic condit ions at  certain
loca t i ons ,  ' r i t h  t he  i dea  o f  t hen  a l l ow ing  na tu ra l  p rocesses
to  ma in ta in  these  cond i t i . ons .  The  i s l and r  s  resou rces
managemen t  s t ra teg ies  w i l l  be  i n teg ra ted  i n to  a  Ia rge r
managenent strategy for the south shore of  Long Is land'  wi th
the needs of Great South Bay comrnunit ies and economic
in te res ts  taken  i n to  cons ide ra t i on .  Spec i f i c  resou rces
rnanagement proposals are discussed under the fol lowing
sec t i ons .

' l  .  Beachesr Dules. and Inlets

Immed ia te l y  i ns ta l l  sand -bypass  sys tems  a t
Mor i ches  and  Sh innecock  In le t s  so  tha t  sand  p resen t l y  be ing
t rapped  in  these  i nLe ts  w i l l  be  re tu rned  to  the  l i t t o ra l
d r i f t .  (The  sand  bypass  w i l l  en ta i l  a  d redg ing  ope ra t i on
w i th in  the  i n le t s .  sand  tha t  i s  be ing  t rapped  in  the  i n le t s
w i l I  be  removed  and  p laced  i n  a  r r f eeder  beach  downdr i f t
f r om the  i n te t s .  The  su r f  w i l l  u l t i .ma te l y  d i s t r i bu te  the
sand  a long  the  do$ tnd r i f t  beaches  o f  F i re  I s l and . )

Do  no t  open  new a r t i f i c i a l  i n l e t s  w i th in
the  na t i ona l  seashore  boundar ies '  (when  new in le t s  open
na tu ra l l y ,  t hey  w i l l  be  eva lua ted  fo r  e f fec ts  on  the
ecosys tem,  and  they  w i -11  be  c l -osed  i f  adve rse  e f fec ts
ou th re igh  bene f i t s .  )

Evaluate recent proposals by the corps of
Eng inee rs  to  i n i t i a te  sand  nou r i shmen t  p rog rams  a long  the
beaches  o f  t he  na t i ona l  seashore .  ( I f  beach  and  dune
nourishment appears economical ly ani l  environmental ly
feas ib le ,  wo rk  w i l l -  be  l im i ted  to  beach  a reas  wes t  o f  wa tch
H i I l .  Ma jo r  f ede ra l  t r ac ts  w i l l  no t  be  i nc luded  i n  the  sand
nourishment program. sanal nour ishment projects $/ i th in the
nat j .onal  seashore boundary wi l l  not be undertaken unt i l  the
sand-bypass  sys tems  a re  ope ra t i ona l  a t  t he  i n le t s .  co rps  o f
Engineersr sand nourishment programs wj.11 be under the close
suoerv i s ion  o f  t he  Na t iona l  Pa rk  se rv i ce . )
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