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F i r e  I s l - a n d  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  m o s t  d e n s e l yp o p u l - a t e d  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s _ _ s o m e  2 0 . 8  m i l l i o n
i n h a b i t a n t s  l i v e  w i t h i n  a  1 0 O - m i l e  r a d i u s  i n  t h e  s t a t e s  o f
f : y  : ? r I ,  N e w  J e r s e y ,  a n d  C o n n e c t i c u t  ( s e e  f i g u r e  t q ) -  T h ;r m m e d ] . a t e  e n v r r o n s - _ N a s s a u  a n d  S u f f o l k  C o u n t i e s ,  N e w  y o r k _ _
c o m p r l s e  a  l a n d  a r e a  o f  1 , 2 0 0  s q u a r e  m i 1 e s ,  

" i t n  
a  1 9 7 6p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a p p r o x i m a r e l y  2 . 7 6  m i l l i o n ,  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  a7 . 9  p e r c e n t -  i n c r e a s e  f r o m  t h e  1 9 7 O  p o p u l a t i o n .  N a s s a u

9 o u l ! y .  c o v e r i n g  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  o f  L o n g  I s l a n d ,  l i s t e r i' 1  
. 4 6 0 , q 2 1  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  1 9 7 6 ,  a n d  S u t f o l k  c o u n t y ,  

- t o  
t ; ;e a s t ,  h a C  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  1 , 2 9 - 1  , 2 5 6 .

T h e  r a p i d  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o v r t h  w j - t n e s s e d  f o rd e c a d e s  i n  N a s s a u  c o u n t y  h a d  i n i r p l y  d e c r e a s € d  b y  1 g T O  d u e
t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d  

- f o r  
n o u s ] - n g  a n d  r e l a t e d

d e v e l o p m e n t _ .  F r o m  1 9 6 0  t o  1 9 7 0  t h e  c o u n t y  g r e w  L y  o n l y  9 . 9p e r c e n t '  a  r a t e  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  g . 4  p e r c e n t  i n c r e i s e  f o r  t i e w
Y o r k  S t a t e ,  b u t  w e l l  b e l o w  t h e  1 3 . 3  p e r c e n t  r a t e  o t  n a t i o n a l
p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h .

M u c h  o f  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  l J a s s a u  C o r , r n t y  g r o w t , h
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  w a s  c o u n t e r b a f a n c e d  b y  l a r g e  p o p u i a t i o n
i n c r e a s e s  i n  e a s t e . r n  S u f f o l k  C o u n t y  r o w n s  s u c h  a s  I s l i p ,
B a b y l o n ,  a n d  F r o o k h a v e n .  F r o m  1  9 6 - 0  t o  . l g l  A  ,  S u t  t o l k
C o u n t y r  s  p o p u l _ a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  6 9  p e r c e n r , ,  w h i l e  t h e  t o w n  o f
B r o o k h a v e n  n a d  a  d r a m a t i c  9 5  p e i c e n t _  g r o w t h  r a t e .  T L r ep o p u l a t i o n  o t  S u f f o l k  C o u n t y  i s  c o n c e n t r i t e c l  i n  c e n r , r a l  a n d
s o u t h e r n  L o n g  r s l a n d ,  v r r r , h  6 5  p e r c e n t  o t  t h e  t o t a r  i n  t h r .s o u t h - s h o r e  t , o w n s  o f  B a b y l o n ,  I s l i - p ,  a n d  B r o o k h a v e n .  c i v e n
t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  d i s t r i b u t 1 o n  i n  S u f f o l k  C o u n t y ,  a t
l - . a s t  7 5 0 , 0 ? 0  p e r s o n s  r e s i d e  r , / r , t h i n  3 0  r n i n u t e s  o f  o n € r  o i  t _ t , .
F j r o  l s l d n d  t . . r r y  s t d q i n g  d r o a s .

L o n g  I s l a n d  i n h a L , i t a n t s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y
y o u n q .  I s l r f ,  B r o o k h a v e n ,  H u n t i n g t o n ,  S m l t h i - o w n ,  a n d
B a b y l o n  r a n k  o n e  t h r o u g h  f i v e  a m o n q  i h e  t , o w n s f i i p s  i n  t h e
t w o - c o u n t y  r e g . i , o n  i n  s i z e  o f  s c h o o l _ a q e  p o i u l a t i o n .
M i q r a t r - o n  c f  y o u n g  f a m i t i e s  a n t o  S u f f o l k  c o u n t y  

- a c c o u n r - , e d

f o r  a t  l e a s t  7 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y r  s  g r o w t h  r n  t h e  r e c e n t
d e c a d e .

c u r r e n t  e v - i d e n c e  c o n c e r n i n q  t h e  h < , r u s i n q
m a r k e t  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  g r o w t h  i n d i c a t e s  a  p r o b a b l e  d e c l i n e  i nt h e  r a p i d  g r o w t h  r a t e  o f  S u f f o l k  C o u n t y .  T h e  a p p a r e n t
a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  p l a n s  f o r  a  c r : o s s _ s o u n d  b r i d g e  f i n X i n q
S u f f o l k  C o u n t y  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  w i l l  a l s o  a i o  i "  

" f " r i " q  
i i , .

q r o w t h  r a t e ,  a l t h o u g h  t t r e s e  s a m e  f a c t o r s  c a n  b e  e x 1  e c t c l  t op r o d u c e  i n c r e a s e s  i n  l o c a l  d e m a n d s  o r ]  r F , c r e a i - , i o n a l
r e s o u r c e s .
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F - . c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  N a s s a u  a n d
S u t  t  ( ) l k  C o L r r ,  t i  e . ' q  v a r y  w i d e l y .  S u f  f  o I k  C o u n t y  c u r r e n t l y  h a s

a  s u r p l u s  o f  u n d e v e l o p e d  r e c r e a t i o n a f  . l ' a n d s ;  N a s s a u  c o u n t y

i s  i a c e l  w i t f .  a  s i q n i f i c a n t  s h o r t a g e -  T h e  N a s s a u - S u f f o l k

F . : g i o n a l  P L a n n i n g  e o a r d  p r e d i c t s  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  r n

o p e n  s p a c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r  2 0 0 0 ,  b u t  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s

o f  9 0 0 . 0 0 0  i r e o p l e  a r e  e x p e c t e d  b y  1 9 8 5 .

L a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  p r e d o m i n a n c e  o f  y o u n g

f a m i l i e s ,  h r g h  a n c o m e  l e v e f s ,  a n d  j ' n c r e a s i n g  a m o u n t s  o f

l e i s L r r e  t i m €  a d d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s ,

a r r d  n e e ( l s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  i f  S u f f o l k  C o u n t y  r e p e a t s  N a s s a u

C f u n t y r s  d . v - . l o p m e n t  h i s t o r y .  B e c a u s e  t h e  h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e

i - s  a  m a ' j o r  p r o b l e m ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  I i t t l e  l a n d  i s  a v a i l a b l - e  i n

N . r s s a u  C o u n t y  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g ,  f u t u r e  r e s i d e n c e s

w r l l  b e  h i q n - d e n s i t y  t o w n h o u s e  c o m p l e x e s  a n d  c o n d o m i n i u m s ,
w r t l :  m i n  i m a  l -  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a s .

T h e  i : a r r i e r - b e a c h  s y s t e m  o f  s o u t h e r n  L o n g

I s l f  r r . l  p r o v i d e s  r e c r e a t r o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a  l a r g e

n r r m t  e r  o t  t h e  r e q i o n r  s  r e s i d e n t s .  D u e  t o  t n e  e x t r e m e

s n o r j - - a g e s  o t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  s p a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  F o b e r t
N 1 o s . s  S t - r t r ,  P a r k  a n d  S m r t h  p o r n t  C o u n t y  P a r k ,  b o t h  a d j a c e n t

t c  F i r e  I s L a n c  t a c i l i t - i e s ,  a r e  h e a v i l y  u s e d  o n  p e a k  s u m m e r

d a y s .  T h e s e  t w o  p a r k s  w i L l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e r v e  h i g h - d e n s i t y
r . c r e a t r o n a . I  n e e d s  f o r  t h e  F i r e  I s I a n d  r e g a o n -

o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e

v i c i r r i t y  o f  F i r e ,  I s l d n d  i s  s h e l l f i s i i i n g ,  a n d  G r e a t  S o u t h  B a y

h a s  l i i s t c r r c a l l y  b e e n  a  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  h a r d -
s h . l L  c L a n s - - a p p r o x i m a t F r l y  4 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  w o r l d r  s  s u p p J - y

i s  h a r v . s t ' . d  f  r o m  S u f  f  o l - k  C o u n r , y r  S  G r , o a t  S o u t h  B a y  r e g l o n .
T t r e  r e t r i l  v a l u e  o f  s h e l - l - f i s h  p r o d u c t i o n  o n  L o n g  t s l a n d  h a s

b e e n  c o n s e r v a r , i v e l y  € s t i m a t e d  a t  $ 1 0 0  m r l l i o n '  T h e  h a r d -
. r h o l l  c l a m  i n , l u s t r y  i n  t  L - e  r e g i o n  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  p r i v a t e

c o m p a n a i s ,  i n o i v i d u a l  o p e r a t o r s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  w h o  h a r v e s t

c l a n s  f c r  p e r s o n a l  u s e  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n .  I n  S u f f o l k  C o u n t y ,
r - - 1 . € r . r  a r .  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 , 0 0 0  l i c e n s e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o

h a r v + s r  s i r ^ I L t i s h ,  a r L d  a F L r o x i m a t o l y  5 0 C  p e o p l - e  a r e  e m p l o y e d

1 r i  o n s h o r e  s h e l l f i s h i n g  a c t - i v a t i e s .  F r o m  ' l  9 6 0  t o  1 9 7 4 ,
s r r . l l f i s h i n q  r - n c r e a s e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 0  p e r c e n t -  w l - t h  1 9 7 4

c o c P s  r . l €  s a l e s  o f  $ 1 2 . 4  m i l l i o n .  T h i s  v a l u e  r s  p r o b a b l y  a n

u n d e r : e s r - i m a t i o n  b e c a u s e  s o m e  o f  t h e  c l a m  h a r v e s t  i s

i n d . p e n d e n t  l y  m a r k e t e d  a n d  i s
l o c k s  i  d e  v a f  u r .

n o t  r . f l e c t e d  i n  a n n u d l

t l r e  t s l a n q

A .  A C  C  E S S

I n  t e r m s  o f  a c c e s s i b i - 1 i t y ,  L o n g  I s l a n d
( a n d  s u b s e q i l e n t l y  F i r e  l  s l - a n d )  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i s o l a t e d

a r e a s  i n  r h e - '  N o r t f r e a s t .  L o n ( l  I s l a n d  S o u n l ,  t h e  A t l a n t i c
o c e a n ,  a n C  m o s t ,  i m i r o r t a r r  t . l - y  f  h e  N e w  Y o r k  c i t y  m e t r o p o l i t a n
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area  a l l  ac t  as  ba r r i e rs  to  the  e f f i c i en t  movemen t  o f  peop le

t " " " a f r o m L o n g l s l a n d . T h e h i g h w a y n e t w o r k l i n k l n g L o n g
Island and l lew York ci ty is overcrowded'  and the mass-

l r . " " i t  =y t tu t  i s  o f ten  i ne f f i c i en t '  Because  New York  C i t y

has  impede l  wes tward  mob i l i t y  f o r  Long . I s land  i ! ? i9? " ! l l
r es t r i c l i ng  access  to  rec rea t i on  a reas  no r th  and  wes t  o r  t ne

; i ay ;  Lonq  r s land rs  rec rea t i ona l  f ac i r i t i es  have  become

i *p6 l t " " i  i o  i s l and  res iden ts .  s im i l a r t y '  t he  conges ted

h ighways  a l i scou rage  mo to r i s t s  f rom New York '  New Je rsey '  and

"", i tn. i "  
sew nngl ind who might otherwise consider a tr i -p to

th;  nat ional  ieashore. other natural  and recreat ional

resou rces  i n  more  access ib l -e  l oca t i ons  a re  ava i l ab le  fo r

these  popu la t i ons -

The  conges ted  h ighways  o f  Long  I s land

prov ide  access  to  the  Wi l l i am i l oyd  es ta te  and  to  the  fe r r y

te r rn ina l s  se rv ing  F i re  I s l and '  The re  a re  on l y  two

a u t o m o b i l e r o u t e s t o F i r e l s l a n d f r o m L o n g l s l a n d : R o b e r t
Moses  S ta te  Pa rkway ,  wh ich  goes  to  Rober t  Moses  S ta te  Pa rk

and  the  F i re  I s l and  i i gh thoo="  t rac t ;  and  the  w i l l i am F loyd
p . iX r .V ,  wh ich  te rm ina tes  a t  Smi th  Po in t  coun ty  Pa rk

. J j . " " " i  t o  t he  fede ra l  a rea  known  as  sm i th  Po in t  wes t '

once  on  F i re  I s l and ,  t he re  i s  no  au tomob i l ' e  access  fo r

seashore  v i s i t o rs  to  any  o the r  f ede ra l  a rea  un less  they  take

in  rec rea t i ona l  veh i c les  a t  Smi th  Po in t  Wes t  be tween

i "pa " * l u t  15  and  May  14 -  v i s i t o rs  can  then  d r i ve  a long  the

be ich  as  fa r  as  Long  cove .  o the rw ise ,  v i s i t o rs  can  wa lk  8

r i i " "  r t " *  sm i th  Po in i  wes t  t o  wa tch  H i r l '  t he  nea res t

fede ra l  a rea ,  o r  f rom the  F i re  I s l and  L igh thouse  t rac t  t o

Sunken  Fo res t ,  a  d i s tance  o f  abou t  7  m i l es '

Boa ts  p rov ide  the  bes t  access  to  the

ma jo r  f ede ra l  ac t j - v i t y  a reas  bn  F i re  r s land - -wa tch  H i l l  and

Sunken  Fo res t .  I n  1474 ,  66  pe rcen t  o f  t he  v i s i t o rs  a r r i ved

Uv- -p i i "a te  boa t  and  abou t  34  pe rcen t  by  pub l i c  f e r r y '  -  Th "
Na t iona l  Seashore  Fe r ry  se i v i ce  a t  Sayv i l l e  se rves  Sunken

Fores t / sa i l o r t  s  Haven ,  and  the  Dav is  Pa rk  Fe r ry  company  l -n

Pa tchogue  se rves  wa tch  H i I l .  v i s i t o rs  who  do  no t  have

; ; ; ; ; ; ' a "  p r i va te  boa ts  mav  have  to  endure  manv  f rus t ra t i ons

be fo re  reach ing  the  na t i ona l  seashore '  Those  who  a r r i ve  a t

i n "  f . t t y  t e rm i ia l s  by  ca r  may  have  to  ba t t l e  seve ra l  hou rs

o f  t ra f i i c  on  Long  i s l and  h ighways ,  on l y  t o  become Los t  en

rou te  to  the  fe r r y  s l i ps  becau ie  rou tes  a re  poo r l y  marked '

a t  t he  fe r r y  s l i ps ,  i o " t "  f o r  pub l i c  pa rk ing  range  f rom $2

lo  g i -p " .  day ,  and - t i e  i nsu f f i c i en t  pa rk ing  a rea  i s .  o f ten

fu l l .  V i s l - t o rs  mus t  t hen  l eave  the i r  ca rs  some d i s tance

uruy ,  o " .u " i ona l l y  a t  t he  r i sk  o f  an  i l l ega l  pa rk ing  f i ne '

i h ; i ;  f r us t ra t i on  may  be  magn i f i ed  when  they  see  many  empty

" ; ; ; "  
i "  t n .  pa rk ing  l o t ,  wh ich  3 t t  rese rved  fo r  t he

" i . f , , r" i t r"  
use of lo ial  town residents,  who pay no fee'  I t

v i s i t o rs  m iss  a  fe r r y  connec t i on ,  t hey  may  have  to  wa i - t  an

h o u r o r m o r e f o r t t r e n e x t r u n . R o u n d - t r i p f e r r y r i d e s c o s t
$ 3 . 0 0  t o  5 3 . 7 5  p e r  p e r s o n ;  o n c e  o n  t h e  f e r r y ,  v i s i t o r s  . h a v e
abou t  a  30 -m lnu te  r i de  to  the  i s l and '  A t  t he  na t i ona l
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seashore ,  v i s i t o rs  d i sembark ing  f rom the  fe r r y  t empora r i l y
c rowd  the  docks  and  nea rbv  fac i l i t i es -

Perhaps  to  avo id  the  f rus t ra t i ons
assoc j -a tea l  w i th  au tomob i l e  access  to  the  fe r r y  s l i ps ,  l 5
na r^ah+  ^€  +ha  " ; . s i t o rs  who  took  the  fe r r y  t o  Watch  H i l l
( 1974)  and  5  pe rcen t  o f  t hose  who  took  the  fe r r y  t o  Sunken
Forest arr j -ved in the vic ini ty of  the ferry terminal  by
means  o f  t he  Lonq  I s land  Ra i l road .  F rom the  ra i l r oad
stat i -on they can take a taxi  or bus to the ferry terminal ,
o r  w a I k .

The re  a re  o the r ,  I ess -used  modes  o f
access  to  the  na t i ona l  seashore .  Mos t  ope ra to rs  nov , ,
p rov id j . ng  fe r r y  se rv i ce  to  F i re  I s l and  a l so  p rov ide  wa te r
tax i  se rv i ce  on  a  demand .  bas i s  t o  a l l  p r i va te  and  fede ra l
exempted communit ies on Fire Is land from any of the three
ex i s t i ng  ma in land  te rm ina l s .  Th i s  se rv i ce  i s  a l so  ava i l ab le
for lateral  movement to places along the seashore that are
access ib le  by  boa t .  Seap lane  cha r te r  se rv i ce  i s  ava i l ab le
to  any  po in t  on  F i re  I s l and  an - l  o r i g ina tes  f rom e i the r  Wa11
St ree t  o r  23 rd  s t ree t  Mar ine  Te rm ina l  on  the  Eas t  R ive r -
Seaplanes land in Great South Bay and taxi  into non-fecleral
mar lna  a rea  s .

Access  fo r  res iden ts  o f  t he  ' 17
exempted communit ies of  the nat ional  seashore is somehrhat
d i f f e ren t  t han  fo r  seashore  v i s i t o rs .  They  have  a l l  t he
modes  o f  access  ava i l ab le  to  seashore  v i s i t o rs ,  p lus
add i t i ona l  f e r r y  se rv i ce  and  l im i ted  use  o f  mo to r  veh i . c les
( the  Na t iona l  Pa rk  Se rv i ce  i ssues  spec ia l  pe rm i t s  f o r  such
access ;  see  tab le  9 ) .  Abou t  90  pe rcen t  o f  t he  seashore
res ia len ts  a r r i ve  on  F i re  I s l and  by  fe r r y ,  t he  rema inde r  by
p r i va te  veh ic le  o r  seap l  ane .

wa lk ing  and  b i cyc l i ng  a re  popu la r
means of c i rculat ion bet l reen the exempted communit ies,
espec ia l l y  because  d i - s tances  a re  no t  g rea t  and  mos t
c i r cu la t i on  takes  p lace  be t r ^ reen  ad jacen t  v i l l ages .  Fo r
movement of  fami ly goods and sma1l parcel-s such as grocer ies
and sui tcases within each of the communit ies,  the ubiqui tous
r r l i t t l e  red  wagonr r  i s  used .  Add i t i ona l  c i r cu l_a t i on  i n  po in t
OtWoods j -s provided by a sma11 gauge rai l road running from
the ferry dock to Ocean Avenue, almost 1/2 ni ] -e in length.

In adi l i t ion to vehicular access
permits for residents,  permits for recreat ional  vehicle
operat lon along the seashore are issued to hunters,
f i she rmen ,  and  rec rea t i ona l  veh i c le  en thus ias ts .  Th i s
pe rm i t  c l ass i f i ca t i on  res t r i c t s  ope ra t i on  to  the  o f f - season
(September ' l  5 to May 14) along the seaward s j .a le of  the beach

be tween  sm i th  po in t  wes t  and  Long  cove  (8 -m i1e  zone) .  The
total  number of  permits issued by the Nat j .ona1 park Service
fo r  mo to r  veh i c le  access  i s  l i s ted  i n  t ab le  9 .
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TABLE 9

MOTOR VEHICLE PERMITS ISSUED IN  1976

R esident  access
Mu lti 'pu rpose access

Service access
Resident  access
( h i g h  d u n e  m a n  a g e m e n t  u n t t )

Total

Recreat ional  use

{Smith PointWest  to  Long Cove only)

2 1 2
7g
88

412*

550

*  Of  the 412 permi t  ho lders,  146 enter  at  Smith Point  West  and may t ravel  as

far  west  as Point  O'Woods;  266 enter  at  F i re ls land L ighthouse and may

travel as far east as Point O'Woods.

TABLE 1O

VEHICLE ENTRIES BY CHECKPOINT _  1976

Smith Point  Smith Point  Fire ls land Lighthouse
(recreat ional)  (nonrecreat ional)  (nonrecreat ional)

1975
November
December

1 9 7 6
Jan uary
February
lV arc h
Apral
lvla y

Ju ne
J U  r y
August
September
October
November

484
5 0 1
642

1 ,O14
1 1 4

not  a l lowed
not  a l lowed
not  a l lowed
1 , 1 7 1
' t  
,614
9 2 1

806
295

1 ,237
1,087

9 ,413
11 ,529

1 , 1 8 5  1 0 , 6 i 6
1  ,1  85  11  ,785
1 ,133  10 ,390

928 5,098
1,385 (est imate) 7 ,942
1,370 3,034

952 3,092
111 3,254
940 2,955

1 ,207 6,420
1,399 6,025
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Veh ic l e  Use  on  F i re  l s l and  (pho tog raph  t aken  i n  Sep tember  1974 )
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b. Exist lng Land Use and Develgp4gnt

o f f sho re  s lopes  i n  t he  A t l an t l c  ocean
are  con t ro l l ed  by  New York  S ta te .  The  B Iue  Po in t  Company '  a
ma jo r  reg iona l  she l f f i sh ing  ope ra t i on ,  ov tns  mos t  o f  t he  bay
bottom in Great south Bay west of  Tal isman, except for a few
mino r  fede ra l  ho ld ings  (abou t  91  ac res )  nea r  rec rea t i ona l
deve lopmen ts  and  a reas  owned  by  Long  I s land  mun ic ipa l i t i es .
AlL of  the water in Moriches Bay within the boundary of  the
nat ional  seashore is owned by the state- The water around
F i re  I s lan i l  i s  a  va luab le  mu l t i p le -use  resou rce '  p rov idng
fo r  a  p roduc t i ve  f i sh ing  anc l  she l l f i sh ing  i ndus t r y '  a
ne twork  o f  nav iga t i on  channe ls ,  and  a  w ide  asso r tmen t  o f
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

Land  on  F i re  r s land  i s  used
principal ly for summer recreat ion. community developnents
and publ ic parks encompa-ss a var iety of  recreat ional-
resou rces .  Pub l i c  pa rks  on  F i re  I s l ana l  a re  managed  by
fede ra l ,  s ta te '  o r  coun ty  agenc ies ,  and  the  t ype  o f
recreat ional  opportuni t ies avaj- Iab1e depends on the managing
agency .  S ta te  and  coun ty  pa rks  o f fe r  h igh -dens i t y
rec re i t i ona l -  ac t i v i t i es ,  wh i l e  t he  na t i ona l  seashore  o f fe rs
low-  to  med ium-dens i t y  ac t i v i t i es .  (See  f i gu res  i  and  2  and
t a b l e s  1  a n d  2 . )

(1) Coumunity Developmglts

The  commun i t y  deve l -opmen ts  (  1 ,  1  13
ac res )  cons i s t  mos t l y  o f  summer  res j -dences ,  commerc ia l
es tab l i shmen ts ,  and  re la ted  u t i l i t i es .  They  a re  s i t ua ted
p r imar i l y  a t  t he  wes te rn  end  o f  t he  i s l and ,  w i th in  the
boundar ies  o f  t he  na t i ona l  seashore .  co l l ec t i ve l y '  t hese
comrnunit ies provide the is landr s greatest var iety of
rec rea t i ona l  f ac i l i t i es  (mos t l y  p r i va te )  ,  v i r t ua l l y  a l l  o f
i ts overnight accommodat ions, and most of  i ts commercial
estabLishments.  No highl /ays or lateral  ferry systems l ink
the communit ies wj. th publ ic recreat ion areas, and publ ic
fac i l i t i es  i n  t he  commun i t i es  a re  l a rge l y  i naccess ib le  to
vis i tors who do not own boats.  The resi-dent ial  areas are
po l i t i ca l  subd iv i s ions  o f  Long  I s land r  s  t owns  o f  I s l i p  and
Brookhaven and the is land vi l lages of  ocean Beach and
sal- taire,  which provic le l imited nunicipal  serv j -ces.

Assu rance  o f a cceptabl  e
environmental  qual i ty in these communit ies is in part  the
responsibi l i ty of  the Secretary of  the Inter ior '  who may
issue regulat ions governing land-use devel-opment and is land
protect ion and must approve al l  zoning ordinances pertaS-ning
to these areas. The federal  government has discret ionary
author i ty to exert  control  over act iv i t ies in these
communit ies.  In pract ice, however,  the community
developnents funct ion as semiautonomous uni ts within the
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na t iona l  seashore .  pa rk  v i s i t o rs  a re
spend t ime in the communit ies.

not encouraged to

Department or the . rnteri",t"":;;i:n ,"i3lil?l;=, ,::'"H:expl ic i t .  responsibi l i ty of  the 
- four-  

loca1 qorr" i . , . " r , t "
control l , ing the 17 communit ies of  Fire Is l_and. 

"WidespreaO
con fus ion  has  deve r -oped  s ince  es t . l t i s t re " !  

" i  
t r , . - " J t i " " . rseashore regarding which governmental-  author i ty should dowha t  t o  en fo rce  l and -u ie  con t ro l s .  I n  genera l ,  l oca l  andfede ra l  au tho r i t i es  have  fa i l ed  to  exe rc i se  p rope rre  spons ib i  l i t y .

vehicles has become ..,_ i,,"rll3i"n"l3"".?i ."t:i:;::::l-t$;:property oh,ners,  loca1 governmental  of f ic iafs,  
""a 

ui t io. ,af
: i : I  

t . . y i g :  managers .  where  veh ic fe  use  r - s  pa r t i cu la r l y
neavy ,  bo th  fede ra l  and  non_ fede ra l  l ands  a ie  .a " ; ; ; ; i y
: l l : : a "g . , , .The  

number  o f  pe rm i t s  has  been  reduced  in  recen ty e a r s - -  r ,  q  I  4  p e r m i t s  
.  ,  i n  1 9 7 5 ,  9 6 2  i n  1  9 7 5 _ _ a n d  m o r eres t r i c t i ve  measures  w i l l  be  requ i reO in  the  i * , r . a iu t "fu tu re  to  p rov ide  the  env i ronmen ta l -  qua l i t y  due  v i s i t o rs  and

_ :^= . " I : .  ? f  : h i :  un ique  ba r r i e r  i s tana .  The  reduc t i on  o fvenlcre use to the absol,ute minj_mum is a common object ive ofthe federal  and local  governments.

(21  Mun ic ipa l  pa rkE

and the vrr lase or eerrporThem::Xur:t  I ; i :"  : ; : . i 'T: l i : : :parks  fo r  t he  use  o f  ahe i r  res iden ts .  Two ,  Ba r re t t  Beachand  Be l l po r t  Beach ,  a fe  o f  pa r t i cu ia r  ampor tance  w i threspec t  t o  t he  na t i onaL  seashore  because  they  a re  i nc tuaeaw i th in  ma jo r  f ede ra l  t r ac ts .  Ba r re t t  Beach ,  a -  7_ac ;e  
- ; ; ; :

t o -ocean  s t r i p  o f  l and  _owned  by  the  town  o f  I s l i p  anddeve loped  as  a  rec rea t i ona l  beach ,  i . u . r " . "a=  the  tede ra l l yowned Tal isman tract .  Both Barret t  Beach and the T; i ; ; ; ; it r ac t  a re  rece i v ing  i nc reased  use .  The  beach  i seco log i ca l l y  impor tan t  because  i t  cons i s t s  o f - ; - ; ; ade ; ;unstabi l . ized f i l l  zone through the middfe of  the narrov,/estpa r t  o f  t he  i s  l and .

ress extensively a"'r.1opu3"1lff;5..""fi:li.r3.,-".llliJ i::constructed for the use of resialents of  the ; i i i ;g"" ; ;Be l l po r t .  The  l and  i s  l eased  under  
' a  

f ong_ te rm spec ia lpe rm i t  f r om the  Na t iona l  pa rk  Se rv i ce .  Th i s  200_ foo t_w ides t r i p  i s  l oca ted  i n  t he  rn idd le  o f  an  ou ts tane ing  na tu ra l
119a. Bel lport  Beachr s i -nter ior sr" /ale has been co, iered ; i i ;f i l l  ma te r i a l ,  and  the  res t  o f  t he  t rac t  has  been  f  i l l - ed  andgraded from bay to Cune 1ine.
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(  3) gmrth Pgj.n!  county Par!

Smith Point  County Park,  a 1-
m i le -1ong  bay - to -ocean  s t r i p  t ha t  i s  managed  by  Su f fo l k
coun ty ,  i s  pa r t  o f  a  6 .3 -m i1e  segmen t  a t  t he  eas te rn  end  o f
F i re  I sLand .  The  pa rk  l i es  comp le te l y  w i th in  the  au tho r i zed
boundary  o f  t he  na t i ona l  seashore  and  con ta ins  fac i l i t i es
€n r  h i r rh -dans i tw  re . : rea t i on  nea r  the  end  o f  W i l l i am F loyd
Parkway .  The  coun ty  l ands  eas t  o f  t he  pa rk  a re  l a rge l y
undeve loped .  Smi th  Po in t  coun ty  Pa rk rs  ma jo r  rec rea t i ona l
deve l ,opmen t  i s  ad jacen t  t o  the  l a rges t  na tu ra l  a rea  i n  t he
na t i ona l  seashore ,  A  re la t i ve l y  sma l I  pe rcen tage  o f
v i s i t o rs  to  the  coun ty  pa rk  a l so  v i s i t  t h i s  p r ime  na tu ra l
area, and the present ly mj.nimal adver:se environmental
e f fec ts  o f  v i s i t o r  use  occu r  p r imar i l y  w i th in  a  1 -  t o  2 -m i fe
a rea  wes t  o f  t he  pa rk lng  l o t .  Annua l  v i s i t a t i on  fo r  Smi th
P o i n t  c o u n t y  P a r k  c i u r i n g  1 9 7 5  h t a s  1 , 1 3 0 , 0 0 0 .  D u r i n g  t h e  5 -
yea r  pe r iod  1971-75 ,  Smi th  Po in t  expe r ienced  j -nc reases  i n
v i s i t a t i on  o f  app rox ima te l y  10  pe rcen t  annua l l y -

(4 )  RobCr t  Moses  S ta tg  Pe r \

Rober t  Moses  S ta te  Pa rk  i s
l oca ted  a t  t he  ex t reme wes te rn  end  o f  t he  i s l and  and  i s
reached  v ia  the  Rober t  Moses  S ta te  Pa rkway .  H igh -dens i t y
rec rea t i on  the re  has  l i t t l e  e f fec t  on  ac t i - v i t i es  e l sewhere
on  F i re  I s l and .  The  nea res t  f ede ra l  deve lopmen t  i s  6  m i l es
eas t  a t  Sunken  Fo res t ,  and  the  l i gh thouse  t rac t  and  p r i va te
communi- t ies block the eastward movement of  people-
cons t ruc t i on  o f  rec rea t i ona l  deve lopmen ts  on  th i s  recen t l y
fo rmed  land  p robab ly  has  l i t t l e  sho r t - t e rm e f fec t  on  the
na tu ra l  evo lu t i on  o f  t he  res t  o f  t he  i s l and .  The  s ta te  pa rk
i s  an  impor tan t  rec rea t i on  s i t e  f o r  Long  r s land  res iden ts
a n r t  i +  r o e c i r r c d  ? . 5 i "  A n n  ! ' i e i r q  r l r r r i  n n  1 9 7 5 .  V i s i t a t i o n

has  f l uc tua ted  s ince  19 '71 ,  bu t  ove ra l l  i t  has  had  a  0
pe rcen t  g rowth  ra te .

I5 l  F i re  I s l and  Na t iona l  Seasho . re

In  Februa ry  1977 ,  t he  Na t iona l
Pa rk  Se rv i ce  nanaged  5 ,94  3  ac res  w i th in  the  seashore
b o u n d a r i e s ,  o f  w h i c h  2 , 7 9 2  w e r e  o w n e d  i n  f e e  a n d  3 ,  1 5 1  a c r e s
were control l -ed through an easement granted by Ne$, York
s ta te  ( f rom the  mean  h j -gh  wa te r l i ne  seaward  1 ,000  fee t l  .
The  l ands  managed  by  the  Park  Se rv i ce  rep resen t  abou t  31
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  a c r e a g e  o f  l - a n d  a n d  w a t e r  ( 1 9 , 3 5 6 - 5 5
ac res )  w i th in  the  boundar ies .  Mos t  f ede ra l l y  owned  l -ands
v /e re  acqu i re< ]  du r ing  a  6 -yea r  pe r iod  fo l l ow ing  passage  o f
the  enabL inq  ac t  i n  1964 .  A t  p resen t ,  Pa rk  Se rv i ce  ho ld ings
on  F i re  I s l and  cons i s t  o f  f ou r  l a rge  bay - to -ocean  s t r i ps
to ta l - i ng  1 ,539  ac res  and  s i x  sma l - l e r  bay - to -ocean  s t r i ps
t -o ta l i ng  183  ac res .  A I l  o f  Eas t  F i re  I s l and  and  i t s
s a t e l l i t e  i s l a n d s  ( 1 5 6  a c r e s ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m o s t  o f  W e s t  F i r e
I s l a n d  ( 1 0 2  a c r e s ) ,  a r e  a l s o  f e d e r a l  l a n d s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o

9 4



-

T A B L E  1 1

LANDOWNERSH IP OF FASTLANDS WITHIN
F I R E  I S L A N D  N A T I O N A L  S E A S H O R E  B O U N D A R I E S

Nat ional  Park Serv ice
Suf fo lk  Cou n ty
Pr ivate Landowners

17 exempted communi t ies
I n h o l d e r s  w  i t h  i n  f e d e r a l  r r a c t :

Local  M u n ic ipa l i t  ies
O n  L o n g  l s l a n d
O n  F i r e  l s l a n d

2,792
1 , 2 1 2

1 , 1 1 3
40

1 6 6
5 5

Total 5,378
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I
t hese  l ands ,  wh ich  were  i nc luded  w i th in
boundary ,  cong ress  added  in  1965  the  A IZ_ac re
Es ta te ,  a  h i s to r i c  ma in land  p rope r t y  no r th  o f
nea r  t he  eas te rn  end  o f  F i re  I s l and :

the  o r i g ina l
wi 1l-  iam Floyd
Mor i ches  Bay

has expendec $'rs,73'r,000 ;?" .A:n'; lT'" lrr i io"t": , i ; : : : i i ;
au tho r i zed  fo r  l and  acqu is i t i on  and  pu rchases  o f  i n te res tsin  l and ,  and  the  rema in ing  $259 ,000  ha l  been  i nc ]uded  i n  the1977  Park  Se rv i ce  budge t  reques t -  I n  1g76 ,  Congressau tho r i zed  an  add i t i ona f  $z  m: . t l i on  fo r  l and  acqu is i t i ; ; :  

- -

residences (40 acres),.*.r: '::: l l l le 
"^ulloilXlll i. lLr""llRes ia len t i a l  s t ruc tu res  and  aasoc ia ted  aeve fopme i t -  

- -on

fede ra l l y  acqu i red  l ands  a re  s low1y  be ing  removed ,  and  thelands  _  a re  be ing  used  fo r  pub l i c  day_use  rec rea t ton  o rna tu ra l  p rese rva t i on .  A f te r  1977 ,  on l . y  i 9  t enancy  
- "p i i " " "

w i l l  r ema in ,  and  they  w i l I  t e rm ina te  b i z  tSg : .

'^,n the beach, the primary ;i;" 
tiff::t j:*;:l:;i.:::: "::

o the r  un improved  l ands  6n  F i re  I s l a ;d  tha t  a re  ou ts ide  theboundar ies  o f  i t s  ex i s t i ng  ho ld ings ,  ana  i t  f _ , . " - - " " - - l " y_
bo t tom ac reage ,  excep t  f o r  a  smaL l  t rac t  a t  sunken  Fo res ttha t  i s  1 ,000  fee t  ou t  i n to  the  bay  and  fo t l ows  ;  i i ; " - i , ; ; 0fee t  eas t  and  wes t  o f  t he  cen te r l i i e  o f  t he  mar ina .

Nationar park servic. n,on:l:.:li"tilg"i::i=t?:i:l"gi:;r:l;
over  h ra te rs  fo r  a  d i s tance  up  to  4 ,000  fee t  i n  C rea t  Sou l i ,
! i y , ,  u "  i nC ica ted  by  the  seashore  bound .a ry  on  f i gu re  1 .  I ;1966 ,  New yo rk  S ta te  g ran ted  the  pa rk  Se rv i ce  use  andoccupancy  r i gn ts  (easemen ts )  ove r  wa te rs  fo r  a  d i s tance  ; ;1 .000  fee t  i n to  the  a t l an t i c  ocean  f rom the  h igh  wa te r l i neon  the  beach .

service in exercisins tu,i"llE.:31":I':n:t :::,i"::lii ";:I
are  fou r fo ld .  F i r s t  i s  t he  conce rn  abou t  t he  hea l th jsa fe ty ,  and  we l fa re  o f  t he  genera l  pub t i c  us ing  these  wa te rstha t  a re  w i th in  the  na t i ona l  seashore ,  s  boundar ies  and  thee f fec ts  such  uses  m igh t  have  on  ad jacen t  seashore  Lands .w i th in  th i s  f ramework ,  t he  pa rk  Se r i i ce  m igh t  reasonab ly  beexpec ted  to  assu re  tha t  adegua te  sa fe ty  equ ipmen t  i s  ab6ardboats l r i th in seashore waters and that i .he ,rs" of  these boatscomp l ies  w i th  app l i cab le  U .S .  Coas t  Guard  regu la t i ons -  isecond  a rea  o f  regu la to ry  conce rn  re la te i  t o  i i " " t i " gmigratory waterfohrf  wi thin sLashore boundaries,  a concernthat is addressed through a cooperat ive hunt ing 

"gr".r"rr !between the park Service and New yirk State.  A third areao f  conce rn  i s  t he  i n t roduc t i on  o f  po lLu tan ts ,  was tes ,  o iother mater ials into _bay waters.  rnr i , ict  woula .aver i" iva f fec t  t he  qua l . i t y  o f  bay  wa te rs  o r  bays ide  ; ; ; r " i i ; ; " - ; ; ;
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TABLE 16

STRUCTUBES DAMAGED ON F IRE ISLAND BY THE
MARCH 6-8, 1962, STORM

Locality Dwel l ings
Destroyed Damaged Endangered Other Effects

F i re  ls land L ighthou se
Kismet
Sal ta i re
F a i r  Harbor
Dunewood to Seaview
Ocean Bay Park
Point  O'Woods
Cherry Grove
F i r e  l s l a n d  P i n e s  t o  T a l i s m a n
Water  ls la  nd
Davis  Park
Long Cove
R idge ls land

Totals

5
1 4
1 0
4
5
6
1

2'.\
3

1 9
1
2

1 0
1
?

6
1 9
7

i 9
3
4
3

3

3

2
5

5

Boardwalk da maged

Hote l  dam aged

Area evacuated
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t he i r  re la ted  mar ine  p lan t  and  an ima l  I i f e .  Th i s  conce rn
cou ld  be  add ressed  by  regu la t i ng  was tewa te r  d i scha rge  i n to
h a w  w a f o r q  n v  n r i v d t e  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  r r e q q p l  q  a n d  h w

encourag ing  boa t  owners  to  use  l and -based  d i sposa l
fac i l j . t i es  fo r  bo th  ga rbage  and  human  was te  p roduc ts .  A
f i na l  conce rn  dea l - s  w i th  resou rce  p ro tec t i on  and
n F e q p r \ r i f  i ^ n  w l -  i r - h  i  q  r - n r r e r e d  l - ' w  r o n r r l : t i O n S  f  O u n d  i n  t h e
qSdC 9l  FCdClAl Sequlal iens, Ti t le 36, sect j -ons 1 through 6.

The present author i ty of  the
Na t iona l  Pa rk  Se rv i ce  w i th in  the  4 ,000* foo t  j u r i sd i c t i on
does  no t  pe rm i t  regu la t j - on  o f  commerc ia l  o r  rec rea t i ona l
she l l f i sh ing  no r  t he  regu la t i on  o f  bay -bo t tom ac t i v i t i es .
I t  i s  t he  pos i t i on  o f  t he  Park  se rv i ce ,  as  one  o f  t he  many
en fo rc ing  agenc ies  w i th  j u r i sd i c t i on  i n  t h i s  a rea ,  no t  t o
inc rease  i t s  pa t ro l  f unc t i on  to  i nc lude  regu la r  checks  on
a l l  bay  h ra te rs  w i th in  the  p resen tJ . y  mapped  boundary ,  bu t  t o
conce rn  i t se l f  w i th  those  a reas  a l ready  re fe r red  to  as
resou rces  managemen t  ( f o r  exampJ-e ,  wa te r  qua l i t y )  and  pub l i c
sa fe ty  i n te res ts .

The Nat ional  Park Service staf f
has  faced  seve ra l  p rob lems  in  manag ing  F i re  I s l and  Na t iona l
S e a s h o r e ,  i n c l u d i n q  u n s a t i s t a c t o r y  v e h i c l e - u s e  c o n t r o l s ,
l - ack  o f  resou rces  managemen t  po l i c i es ,  i nadequa te  zon ing
regu la t i ons ,  no  app rop r ia te  na t i ona l  seashore  headquar te rs
o r  f e r r y  t e rm ina l  a rea ,  and  i nsu f f i c i en t  v i s i t o r  pa rk ing .

(6) Economj,e El lects e!  Slorm Damagg

F i re  I s land  l i es  a long  the
A t lan t i c  coas t  i n  a lmos t  an  eas t -wes t  con f i gu ra t i on ,  an i l  i t
i s  t he  f i r s t  l and  f ron t  t ha t  any  cyc lon i c  s to rm encoun te rs
in a track torrard Neb/ England. Winds and waves are
intensi f ied over the extensj-ve open-r"rater fetch south of
F i re  I s l and ,  and  seve re  s to rms- -bo th  ex t ra t rop i ca l
(no r theas te rs )  and  t rop i ca l  ( ca l l - ed  hu r r i canes  i f  sus ta ined
w inds  a re  g rea te r  t han  74  m i les  pe r  hou r  (mph)  

"  
and  g rea t

hu r r i canes  i f  g rea te r  t han  125  mph) - -have  p layed  a  ma jo r
ro le  i n  F i re  I s l and rs  qeomoroh ic  and  cu l  t u ra ] -  h i s to r i es .

Be tween  1901  and  1962 ,  s to rms
caus ing  s ign i f i can t  damage  on  Long  I s Iand  occu r red  on  an
ave rage  o f  once  eve ry  1 .1  yea rs ,  and  those  caus ing  modera te
damage  once  eve ry  1 .3  yea rs .  Seve re l y  damag ing  s to rms
occu r red  once  eve ry  10 .  1  yea rs ,  and  unusua l l y  seve re l y
damag ing  s to rms  once  eve ry  30 .5  yea rs .  The  g rea tes t  damages
f rom a  no r theas te r  occu r red  du r ing  the  so -ca l l ed  Ash
wednesa lay  S to rm on  March  7 ,  1962 ,  when  loss  o f  p rope r t y
be tv reen  Jones  In le t  and  Mon tauk  Po in t  t o ta led  $16 ,549 ,000 .
Fj . f ty ocean breakthroughs were recorded bet$reen Fire IsIand
In Ie t  and  sou thampton .  on  F i re  I s l and ,  47  dwe l l i ngs  were
des t royed ,  78  were  damaged ,  and  91  were  endangered  ( see

This was the latest unusuaLlv severe storm tot a b l e  1 5 )

I 0 2



s t r i ke  F i re  I s l and .  The  mos t  seve re  hu r r i cane  tha t  has  h i t
F i re  Ts land  du r ing  the  pe r iod  o f  reco rd  was  the  c rea t
A t l an t i c  Hur r i cane  o f  Sep tember  21  ,  1939 ;  eco log i ca l  damages
f rom tha t  s to rm to  fo res ts  on  Long  I s1and  and  i n  New Enq l i nd
w i l l  b e  f e l t  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y .  I t  o p " n " 6  u p
Sh j .nnecock  In Ie t ,  and  s i x  o the rs  tha t  soon  c losed .  A
thousand homes cn Long Is land were alamaged or destroyed, q5
persons  d ied ,  and  danages  exceeded  $6  m i l l i on  ( .1  938
do l l a rs ) .  N ine ty  pe rcen t  o f  t he  p r imary  dunes  on  F i re
I s land - -where  the  eye  o f  t he  s to rm c rossed- -were  repo r ted
leve led ;  on l y  t hose  18  fee t  above  mean  h igh  wa te r  e i caped
inundat ion..  The latest damaging hurr icane to str ike L6nq
Is land  was  Hur r i cane  Donna ,  wh ich  h i t  i n  Sep tember  1950 .

S i -nce  1960  (Hur r i cane  Donna)  ,
i n tens i ve  deve lopmen t  o f  t he  ba r r i e r  beaches  has  taken
p lace ,  espec t  a l l y  on  F i re  I s l and .  A t  t he  same t ime ,  manrs
manipulat ion of  the barr ier-beach environment with groins,' i e t t i ed  i n le t s ,  e+_c . ,  has  s ign i f i can t l y  i nc reased  e ro l i on  o i
the beach and extensive loss of  d.unes that might protect
deve lopmen t .  Recen t  ca l cu la t i ons  o f  s to rm damaqes  tha t
wou ld  p robab ly  be  sus ta ined  by  F i re  I s Iand  shou ld  a  i t o rm o f
1938  in tens i t y  and  con f i gu ra t i on  s t r i ke  i nd i ca te  l osses  o f
a t  l eas t  $70  m i l l i on .  The  so -ca lLed  des ign  hu r r i cane  o f  t he
Army  Corps  o f  Eng inee rs - -a  s tandard  p ro jec t  hu r r i cane  tha t
assumes the rnost adverse meteorologj_ca1 condit ions I ikely to
be att-ained so that protect ive measures can be desiqnei to
w i ths tand  o r  t o  b lun t  t he  e f fec ts  - -a  ssumes  a  w ind  speed  o f' 112  mph ,  a  w i -nd  pa t te rn  s i rn i l a r  t o  t he  1938  hu r r i c i ne  nea r
Lonq  I s land ,  a  rad ius  o f  50  nau t i ca l  m i l es ,  a  fe t ch  o f  150
nau t i ca l  m i l es ,  a  fo rward  ve loc i t y  o f  35  mph ,  and  a  cen t ra l
ba romet r i c  p ressu re  o f  27 .50  i nches .  w i th -  a  mean  no rmaL
h iqh  t i de  o f  I . 8  f ee t ,  t he  p ro jec t  hu r r i cane  ocean  t i de  on
F j - re  I s l and  wou ld  be  14 .9  fee t  above  mean  sea  l eve l  (ms1) .
Neg l ,ec t i ng  w ind  e f fec ts ,  bay  t i des  wou ld  ave rage  g ' t o  iO
fee t  above  ms l .  M id -1974  es t ima tes  o f  damage  to  F i re  I s l and
f rom th i s  des ign  hu r r i cane  app rox ima te  $132  m i l l i on__
v i r t ua l l y  t he  who l -e  assessed  va lua t i on  o f  deve lopmen t  on  the
i s land ,  an i l  p robab ly  conse rva t i ve  i n  v iew  o f  p iesen t  beach
and  dune  cond i  t i ons .

Bes i -des damaging structures,
s to rms  genera l l y  e rode  the  beach  seve re l y .  reduc ing  the  a lea
ava i l ab le  fo r  rec rea t i ona l  ac t i v i t i es  and  conce ivab ly  the
m a r k a 1 -  f  / 1 r  1 6 h { -  . ' l  h ? ,! v !  ! e r rLc r r  p rope r t y  on  the  i s l and .  A l so  i n le t s  open
and close dur ing storms. Because inlets . re u.*,  enue. io,
ocean h/ater to move back and forth f rom the b.y,  their
p resence  o r  absence  a f fec ts  the  sa l i n i t y  o f  t he  wa te r  i n  t he
Puy .  The  sa l i n i t y  o f  t he  bay  i s  impor tan t  economica l l v
because  i t  s t rong ly  a f fec ts  the  she l l f i sh i -nq  i ndus t r v -
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c .  Res iden ts

; ; ; .  

- ; t ' e  

r s tand  res iden ts  a re
extremely i l iverse in their  preferences for recreat ion and in
the i r  pe rsona l  l i f e - s t y les ,  t hey  a re  genera l l y  un i ted  i n
fee l i ng  tha t  t he  i s l and r  s  t ranqu i l l i t y ,  i t s  re la t i ve l y  l ow
popu la t i on  dens i t y ,  and  i t s  many  fea tu res  o f  na tu ra l  beau ty
shou ld  be  p rese rved .  I t  i s  f o r  t h i s  reason  tha t  t he
i s land r  s .  res iden ts ,  rep resen ted  by  the  F i re  I s l and
Assoc ia t i on  and  by  l oca l  p rope r t y  owners .  g roups ,  v igo rous l y
supported the creat ion of  Fire Is land Nat j -onal  Seashore in
196 \ .  I t  was  the i r  hope  tha t  managemen t  o f  t he  i s l anc l r  s
natural  resources by the Nat ional  park Service would prevent
road  bu iLd ing  and  subsequen t  excess i ve  u rban i - za t i on  o f  t h i s
ba r r i e r  i s l and .  A l though  p reven t i on  o f  t he  h ighway  p ro jec t
has slolreal  the rate of  resident ial  and commercial
deve lopmen t ,  i t  has  by  no  means  e rased  the  t rend  o f
j -ncreasing development in the communit ies.

(  1) Popul-at ion Characlel is! icq and
!rcndg

I t  i s  ex t reme ly  d i f f i cu t t  t o  know
the  ac tua l  popu la t i on  o f  F i re  I s l and ' s  res iden t i a l
commun i t i es  because  the  U .  S .  census  o f  popu la t i on
necessa r i l y  om i t s  summer  popu la t i ons  f rom i t s  coun t .  pa r t l y
fo r  t h i s  reason ,  t he  Na t iona l  Pa rk  Se rv i ce  commiss ioned  a
su rvey  o f  F i re  I s l and  househo lds  j , n  Ju Iy  1 |974 .  F rom the
responses  o f  t he  1 ,074  res iden ts  who  answered  the  househo ld
su rvey ,  i t  i s  poss ib le  to  make  es t ima tes  o f  t he  s i ze  and
demographic character ist ics of  the resj-dent ial  popu. l -at ion
( t a b l e  1 7 )  .

On one hand, the survey est imate
o f  15 ,480  summer  res iden ts  p robab ly  fa l l s  sho r t  o f  t he  t rue
res iden t j -a l  popu la t i on  because  younger  fam i l i es  and
nonfamily groups tended to be somewhat underrepre sented
among  the  responden ts .  On  the  o the r  hand ,  a  1973  Su f fo l k
Coun ty  Depar tmen t  o f  Hea l th  es t ima te  o f  20 ,016  res iden ts
apparent ly overest imated the popul-at ion of  some Fire Is land
commun i t i es .  The re fo re ,  i t  i s  sa fe  to  assume tha t  t he
ove ra l l  summer  popu la t i on  fa l l - s  be tween  16 ,000  and  20 ,000
res ia len ts .

The  res iden t i a l  popu la t i on  o f
Fire Is land is composed predominant ly of  adul ts between the
ages  o f  19  and  65 ;  t he  res iden ts  repo r ted  tha t  71  pe rcen t  o f
the  members  o f  t he i r  househo lds  fa1 l  w i th in  th i s  age  g roup ,
a nuch higher percentage than for ei ther New york ci ty or
the  Un i ted  S ta tes  as  a  who1e .  D i f f i cu l t  access  a lone  makes
Fire Is lanalr  s communit ies somewhat less desirable than other
shore communit ies for the aged and for fami l ies wj- th very
young chi ldren.
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TABLE 17

ESTIMATED SUMMER RESIDENTIAL POPULATION OF FIR E ISLAND 1

Normal Population
(Summer) Percent

Peak
Weekend
Population Percent

Percentage
Po int
Difference

6 or less
7 1 8
19  35
36-65
66 or more

Totals

't,o3l

2,430
4,582
6,409
' t ,o22

6 .7
15.7
29.6
41  .4
6 .6

1,143
2,053
5 ,415
6,872
1 ,O76

6 .9
12 .4
32.7
4 1  . 5
6 .5

+0.2

_rJ.  I

+0.1
+0. 1

15,480 16,560

'  Est imates based on 3,600 households wi th normal  mul t ip l ier  o t  4 .3 and a weekend
mul t ip l ier  o f  4 .6.  Percents are based on sampre data;  absorute numbers are est imates.

TABLE 18

OWNERS AND RENTERS IN  THE COMMUNITY POPULATIONS
OF F IRE ISLAND

Perccnt

No. of Survey Community
Renter Respondents Rank

Tota l  Sample

Tr i  Communi t ies

Sal ta i re

Fa i r  Harbor

Dunewood/Lonelyv i l  le l
Robbins Rest/Atlantique

Ocean Beach

Seaview

Ocean Bay Park

Point  O'Woods

Cherry G rove

Fire ls land Pines

Water  ls la  nd

Davis  Park

7 1 . 6
34.4
84.3
80.3

oo .  I

83.9
87 .5
7 1  . 4

76.5

64.5

8 1 . 8
53.9

28.2
oc.o

t c . t
't9.7

16 . ' l

12 .5
26.4

23.5
42 .7

J 3 . : )

18.2
46.1

r05

62
1 2 1

67

59
157
104

9 1
52

106
'124

23

89

1

1 1

8

5
9

' l a

6
7

3
4
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The  1974  es t ima tes  o f  F l re
I s land ts  summer  res iden t i a l  popu la t i on ,  as  shown  in  tab le
17 ,  a l so  sugges t  t ha t  t he  d i f f e rence  be tween  the  no rma l  and
peak weekend populat ions in the communit ies is not as great
as might be expected. Asked to enumerate the number of
res iden ts  no rma l l y  i n  t he i r  househo l -ds  and  the  number  l i v i ng
the re  on  the  Ju Iy  4 th  h 'eekend ,  t he  responden ts t  answers  show
an  ove ra l l  i nc rease  o f  7  pe rcen t  f o r  t h i s  peak  weekend .  The
la rges t  i nc rease  occu rs  i n  t he  19 -35  age  g roup ,  re f l ec t i ng
among other things the shar ing arrangement of  group renters.
However ,  t h i s  i nc rease  i s  somewha t  o f f se t  by  a  15  pe rcen t
decrease in the adolescent populat ion, no doubt due to camp
a t tendance  and  o the r  a r rangemen ts  tha t  t ake  ch i l d ren  o f  t h i s
age group away from the is land dur ing July and August.

The  l eng th  o f  t ime  tha t  res iden ts
annua l l y  spend  on  the  i s l and  va r ies  g rea t l y  w i th  househo ld
type .  I nc reas ing l y ,  Ju Iy  and  Augus t  rep resen t  on l y  a
port ion of  the total  t ime that the average household spends
on  the  i s l and .  The re  a re  now approx ima te l y  ' l  50  yea r - round
res iden t i a l  househo lds .  The  pe rmanen t  res iden ts  l i ve
p r imar i l y  i n  t he  K ismet  comp lex ,  Sa l ta i re ,  and  ocean  Beach .
In addit ion to these permanent residents,  occupancy data for
a1 l  F i re  I s l and  res iden ts  demons t ra te  tha t  ove r  50  pe rcen t
o f  t he  1974  su rvey  responden ts  l i ve  a t  l eas t  pa r t  o f  each
week  on  the  i s l and  f rom Apr i l  t h rough  oc tobe r  ( f i gu re  15 ) .
The re fo re ,  t he  needs  o f  F i re  I s l and r  s  yea r - round  res iden ts
and of people for whom an is land residence is a second home
overlap dur ing much more than just  the peak summer season.

nrture populat ion character ist ics
in  the  commun i t i es  w i l l  depend  la rge l y  on  the  ex ten t  t o
wh ich  homeowners  ren t  t he i r  p rope r t i es  to  fam i l i es  o r  t o
groups dur ing the summer season. Current home rent ing by
commun i t y ,  based  on  the  1974  su rvey ,  i s  shown  in  tab le  18 .
These  da ta  i . nd i ca te  tha t  a t  l eas t  28  pe rcen t  o f  F j_ re  I s land
homes b/ere rentecl  dur ing July,  and that the highest levels
of rental  occupancy occurred in the Kismet complex, Cherry
Grove ,  Dav i s  Pa rk ,  and  Ocean  Bav  Park .

High levels of  rental  occupancy
do  no t  necessa r i l y  l ead  to  i nc reased  househo ld  s i ze ,
al though there is evj-dence that th is does occur in some Fire
I s lan i l  commun i t i es .  Fo r  t hose  who  desc r ibed  the i r
househo lds  as  be ing  composed  o f  f am i l y  members ,  t he  ave rage
number  o f  res iden ts  was  fou r ,  wh i l e  f o r  t hose  who  desc r ibed
their  household as a group for rentai  purposes, the average
househo ld  s i ze  was  seven .  I n  genera l ,  13  pe rcen t  o f  t he
res iden ts  a lesc r i bed  the i r  househo l -ds  as  a  non fami l y  g roup ,
bu t  t h i s  ca tego ry  was  s ign i f i can t l y  h ighe r  i n  t he  K ismet
comp lex  (22  pe rcen t )  and  Dav is  Pa rk  ( ' l  8  pe rcen t ,  .

F i f t y -one  pe rcen t  o f  t he  p rope r t y
o$rners on Fire Is land and 75 percent of  those r , /ho rent their
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homes dur ing the summer clained Manhattan as their  place of

feimanent r .6id. t , .e.  Twenty-one percent of  the resj- ' lents
iaid they commute to work from the is land dur ing the sunmer'

These  fa ; t s  under l i ne  the  impor tance  o f  F i re  I s l and  as  a

reg iona l  resou rce ,  t he  tendency  fo r  day -v i s i t o rs  to  cone

f rom towns  i n  Nassau  and  su f fo l k  coun t i es  be ing  o f f se t  by  a
preponderance of sununer residents coming from Manhattan'

A f inal  but extremely imPortant
character ist ic of  the Fire Is land cominunit ies is the long

t ime most residents have l ived on the is land'  The average

Ieng th  o f  res idence  fo r  homeowners  who  responded  to  the  1974

su rvey  was  more  rnan  16  yea rs .  Th i s  fac t '  coup led  w i th  the

inc re i s ing  o f f - season  use  o f  i s l -and  homes ,  f u r the r  b lu rs  the

dist inct ion between permanent and sumner residents,  and

forces a reevaluat ion of  the common percept ion of  the Fire

I s land  home as  a  r r summer  co t tage . r l

(21 Besfoenlst  Concerns About Fire
Is landrg Enviro! [gnt

F i re  I s l and  res iden ts  who

respondecl  to the 1974 survey agreed that ln general  t ! '

i s l and  i s  e i t he r  su f f i c i en t l y  deve loped  now o r  has  a l ready
passed  the  des j - rab le  l eve1  o f  deve lopmen t -  Th i s  conce rn  r s

evident in the data summarized in f igure 16'  Those who view

devefopment with alarm tend to associate i t  wi th such

phenomlna as populat ion growbh, the construct ion of  new

bu i l i l i ngs ,  t he  i nc reas ing  use  o f  beach  veh ic les ,  t he
grant ing of  comnercial  l j -censes and zoning var iances'  .  and

ih.  pt . i " , t tes these trends exert  on the fragi le barr ier-

i s l and  env i  ronmen t .

Through the var j-ous ProPertY
@rners r  assoc ia t i ons ,  and  i n  coopera t i on  w i th  the  F i re

Is land Associat ion, homeowners throughout the is land attempt

to shape the course of future growth and development in the

cornmunit ies.  Few of the communit ies,  however,  are able to

"*ut t  "noogh 
inf luence over their  resj-dent 's or over outside

interests to al ter the trends bf development even within

their  locaI boundaries.  of  al l  the sett lements,  onLy

saltaire and ocean Beach are incorporated viJ-1ages with the

author i ty to create byfaws, planning boards, and local

taxat ion programs. Residents of  the other communit ies are

ui,no"t whoi ly 
- 

dependent on the aid of to$'n, county' and

federal  agencie!  in order to f inance community services.or

to otherwise j -ntervene in the course of comnunity
alevelopment.  To cope wj. th the environmental  problems that

the  re i i a len ts  face ,  t he  need  fo r  appea l  t o  l eve l s  o f
government higher than the 1ocal v i l lage or property ownersl

assoc ia t i on  becomes  even  g rea te r .

Probl-ems in maintaining the

i s land rs  beach  and  dune  sys tem were  ranked  h ighes t  among  a l l
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environmental  problems by the respondents to the 197t)
survey. As shown in tabl-e 19, beach erosion and damage to
the dunes by storms ranked f i rst  and second among the
res iden ts '  conce rns  abou t  t he  l oca1  env i ronmen t .  P rob lems
with community support  systems, with water and electr ical
supply,  ancl  wi th sewage and garbage disposal,  were not
cons ide red  nea r l y  as  seve re  as  were  p rob lems  on  the  i s l and r  s
oceanfront.  I t  should be noted, hor ' rever,  that the
respondents were asked about exist ing services rather than
the capabi l i ty of  those services to meet possible future
demana ls .  I t  i s  o f  i n te res t  t ha t  abou t  78  pe rcen t  o f  F i re
I s lana l t  s  res idences  a re  cove red  by  fede ra l  f l ood  i nsu rance '
an indicat ion of  the homeownersr concern over possible f lood
damage  ( f i gu re  17 )  ,

The  res iden ts  d id  no t  vo i ce
part icular ly high levels of  concern about problems caused by
i rans ien t  v i s i t o rs  to  rec rea t i on  a reas  w i th in  the  seashore ,
excep t  f o r  t he  p rob lem o f  l i t t e r i ng .  Neve r the fess ,  e lec ted
representat ives of  a number of  the commun i ty property-
oo rne rs t  assoc ia t i ons  d id  l i s t  t he  p ressu re  o f  day -v i s i t o rs
on community services as a ser ious problem. These
representat ives general ly urged the Nat ional  Park Service to
p rov ide  bas i c  se rv i ces  a t  i t s  wes te rn  p rope r t i es  i n  o rde r  t o
iccommodate the day-use vis i tors who arr ive by ferry at
ocean  Beach  and  ocean  BaY Park .

A t  t he  t ime  the  1974  su rvey  was
conducted, the problem of beach vehicles and thelr
regu la t i on  was  i den t i f i ed  as  the  i ssue  o f  mos t  immed ia te
concern. Among respondents who $trote comments on the
ques t i onna i re ,  t he  p rob lem o f  beach  veh ic les  was  mos t  o f ten
men t ioned ,  even  be fo re  beach  e ros ion .  The  res iden ts  who  d id
offer comments were almost unanimous in their  opposi t ion to
the use of vehj .c les on the beach. Residents of  every
community took extra t ime to wri te descr ipt ions of  how the
use of beach vehicles endangered their  safety or otherwise
threateneal to diminish the qual i ty of  their  l ives on the
i s land .  Thus  90 .3  pe rcen t  o f  t he  responden ts  sa id  they
would not request vehicle permits even i f  they could gual i fy
for them. o; l -y the permanent resid.ents were supporters of
regulateal  use of beach vehicles.  A fel ' '  senior c i t izens
reques ted  beach  tax i  se rv i ce .

Al though they are clear ly a smal l
minor i ty in relat ion to the summer populat ion, the permanent
res i c len i s  o f  F i re  I s l and  genera l l y  f ee l  t ha t  any  veh ic le
regulat ions promulgated by the Nat ional  Park Service must
take their  special  year-round access needs into
considerat i -on.

1 1 0



T A B L E  1 9

1 9 7 4  S U R V E Y  O F  R  E S P O N D E N T S '  R A T I N G  O F
F I R E  I S L A N D ' S  E N V  I R O N M  E N T A L  P R O B L E M S

Environmenta l  Problem

Beach Erosion

Ddmdge lo  Dunes by Residenls
Damage to Dunes by Transients
Damage to Dunes by Vehic les
Damage to Dunes by Storms
Damage to Dunes by New

Construct ion

Water  Supply

Sewage D isposal

G a rbage and R u bbish Disposal
F lect r ic  Power O u tages
lVosqui toes

Trespassing by NPS V is i tors
L i t ter ing by NPS Vis i tors

N o ise by NPS Vis i tors

Loss of Privacy

Percent of Respondents Rating Problem
Severe Minor NoiuF-oGrn n.nt

79.6
26 .9
50.4
64.3
7  5 . 1

40.9

28 .5
24.3
6 .4

4 1  . 1
23.6
4 1  . 9
22 .5

28 .6

1 8 . 0
57 .9
44 .8

28.?
23 .2

40 .5
4 1  . 3
4 1  . 3
47 .6
5 8 . 1
52.1
53.4
42 .8
E.A 1

45.3

2 .4
1 5 . 3
4 .8

7 . 5
1 . 6
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36 .2
30.2
28.2
35.6
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22. ' l
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Vi s i tors

(1 )  y i s i t e r  l rS f f l e

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  v i s i t o r s  t o
fede ra l  a reas  \ . r i t h in  the  .na t i ona l  seashore  su rveved  i n  a
1969  s tudy  res ided  i n  the  19  sou th -sho re  Lonq  I s land
commun i t i es  i n  Nassau  and  Su f fo l k  Coun t ies ,  and  on l y  7
pe rcen t  came f rom ou t  o f  s ta te .  Th i s  l im i ted  v i s i t o r  use  i s
p a r t i a l l y  e x p l a i n e d  b y  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  F i r e
I s land  v i c in i t y ,  and  the  sca rc i t y  o f  i nexpens ive  l odg ing  on
F i re  I s lanC and  rn  the  nea rby  Long  I s land  commun i t i es
fu r the r  I im i t s  use ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  by  those  who  l_ i ve  too  fa r
away  to  d r i ve  to  and  f rom F i re  I s l and  i n  1  day .  The
ana lys i s  o f  su rvey  ques t i onna i res  revea led  tha t  t he  na t i ona l
seashore  p r imar i l - y  a t t rac ts  peop le  who  inhab i t  s i ng le - fam i l y
res idences  i n  suburban  commun i t i es  o f  sma l l -  t o  modera te  s i ze
( 1 0 ,  0 0 0  t o  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e )  ,  a r e  w e t l  e d u c a t e d  ( t y p i c a l l y

hav ing  co l fege  deg rees ) ,  have  above -ave rage  i ncomes ,  and  a re
u s u a l l y  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  p r o t e s s i o n s . ' l ' h a  q o >  c  h n r a

t h e r e f o r e ,  s e r v e s  r e l a t i v e l y  a f f l u e n t  N e v r  y o r k  s u b u r b a n i t e s ,
a n d  p r i m a r i l y  t h o s e  r e s i d i n g  i n  S u f f o l k  a n d  N a s s a u  C o u n t i e s .
T h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a n  i n e x p e n s j - v e ,  c o n v e n j - e n t  m e a n s  o f  p u b l i c
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  b y  w h i c h  t h e  n a t i o n a ]
s e a s h o r e  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e c o m e  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a  v a r i e t v  o f
s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s r o u p s .

|  ) \  \ I i  e  i  f : +  i  ^ h  r F Y ^ n d S  
a t  F e d e f a l. :_= :=_ := := : :_ :  i : -__

n  o t r 6  ]  ' \ n m a  h +  e

From 1 9 6 8  t o  1 9 7 4 ,  t o t a l
v i s i t a t i on  Lnc reased  seven teen - fo ld  fo r  f e r r vboa t  v j - s i t o rs
a n d  t o u r - r o L d  t o r  p r i v a t e - b o a t  v i s i t o r s .  p r e s u m a b l y  m u c h  o f
th i s  i nc rease  was  due  to  i nc reased  pub l i c  awareness  o f
ava i l ab le  fac i , l i t i es  s ince  the  na t i ona l  seashore  began
opera t i ng  i n  1955 .  The  da ta  do  no t  pe rm i t  p red i c t i on  o f
fu tu re  t re l t ds  i n  use  because  o f  t he i r  g rea t  va r i ab i l i t y .
However ,  i t  i s  c lea r  t ha t  F i re  f s l and  has  been  se rv ing
p roo ress i ve l y  more  oeo t r  I e  each  yea r  i n  t he  recen t  pas t  and
pro tab l y  w i l l  con t i nue  to  do  so  i n  t he  immed i -a te  fu tu re .

The  Watch  H i I l  campground ,  wh ich
r : o n t a i n q  ) O  f  . r m i l l /  + a n f  c i t o c  : n z l y -__ t -  , j amp  a reas  w i th  a
to ta l  capac i t y  o f  abou t  40  pe rsons ,  i s  no rma l l y  ope ra ted
from May ' l  5 through October 15. From May . l  5 to about June
25 ,  and  f rom Labor  Day  to  Oc tobe r  15 ,  t he  demand  fo r  space
is  cons ide rab l y  be low  capac i t y ;  du r ing  the  res t  o f  t he  t i ne ,
the  fac i l i t y  has  been  ope ra t i ng  a t  nea r  capac . i t y .
Va r iab i l j - t y  i n  use  i s  cons ide rab le  and  may  be  due ,  i n  pa r t ,
t o  t he  i n f l uence  o f  r , rea the r  cond i t i ons .

I13



(3 )  The  Fec rea l i onaL  Exper ience

F i re  I s l -and  i s  a  re la t i veJ -y  sma l l
p iece  o f  l and  compared  to  many  o the r  na tu ra l  a reas  o f  t he
Na t iona l  Pa rk  Sys tem,  bu t  t he  d j - ve rs i t y  o f  i t s  l andscape  and
the  va r ie t y  o f  rec rea t i ona l  ac t i v i t i es  tha t  a re  o f fe red  a re
q r e a t e r  t h a n  i n  a r e a s  m a n y  t i m e s  i t s  s l z e .  C o n s t a n t l y
reworked  by  w ind  and  wave ,  t he  sand  tha t  makes  up  the  i s l and
is  mo lded  i n to  an  o rde r l y  mosa ic  o f  dunes  and  i l a t s ,  wh ich
a re  con t i nua l f y  bu i l t ,  t hen  des t royed .  F i re  I s l and r  s
vege ta t i ve  c  cmmun i t i es  a re  w ide l y  d i f f e ren t i a ted  due  to
g rea t  changes  i n  env i ronnen ta l  cond i t i ons  f rom p lace  to
pLace .  I n  some a reas ,  v i s j - t o rs  can  take  a  wa lk  th rough
w indswep t  g rass lanc l s ,  mo is t  mar i t ime  fo res ts ,  and  sa l twa te r
t i da l  marshes - -each  commun i t y  be ing  assoc ia ted  w i th  i t s  ov rn
pa r t i cu la r  env j - ronmen t .  V i s i t o rs  w i l L  no t  f ee l  t he  same on
t h e  b e a c h  a s  t h e y  d o  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  a  v a s t  t i d a l  m a r s h  o r  i n
a  sec luded  ho l l y  f o res t ,  and  the  v i s i t o rs .  oppor tun i t y  t o
re la te  r ^ / i t h  t he  sounds ,  s igh ts ,  sme l l s ,  and  s€nsa t i ons  o f
each  o f  t hese  ou ts tand ing  na tu ra l  env i ronmen ts ,  w i thou t
i n te r fe rence  f rom deve lopmen t ,  i s  an  i n teg ra l  pa r t  o f  t he
F i re  I s land  rec rea t i ona l -  expe r ience .

A l t h o u g h  F i r e  I s l a n d  i s  p r i m a r i t y
a  sumner  rec rea t l on  a rea ,  when  bo th  a i r  and  wa te r  a re
h ra rmes t ,  o the r  seasons  b r i ng  an  a r ray  o f  new exper iences .
Dur ing  au tumn,  sh rubs  a re  o f ten  Laden  w i th  ed ib le  f ru i t s ;
t he  vege ta t i on  o f  t he  t i da l  marshes  tu rns  ye l l ow ,  o range ,
and  c r imson ;  and  m ig ra to ry  b i rds  make  seasona l  s tops  en
rou te  to  w in te r  f eed ing  g rounds .  I n  rd in te r ,  t he  wea the r  i s
co1d ,  s to rms  a re  f requen t ,  and  the  i s l and  becomes  deso la te :
ye t ,  t o  a  ha rdy  few  the  s ta rkness  p rov ides  a  pecu l i a r
a t  t rac t i veness  .  The  adven t  o t  sp r i ng  b r i nqs  the  s igh ts ,
sounds ,  and  sme l I s  o f  reawaken inq  l _ i f e .

on l y  two  a reas  o f  F i re  I s l and
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Hi11 .  Undeve loped  fede ra l  l ands  tend  to  a t t rac t  v i s i t o rs
w i th  spec1a l  j - n te res ts  and  use  o f  t hese  a reas  i s  l i gh t .  The
ex tens i ve  t i da l  marshes  o f  Eas t  F i re  I s l and  p rov ide  some o f
the  seashore r  s  bes t  wa te r fow l -  hab i ta t s  and  exceL l -en t  s i t es
fo r  b i rd -wa tch ing .  The  ou ts tand ing  na tu ra l  a rea  be tween
! , ra t ch  H i l l  and  Smi th  po in t  Wes t  p rov ides  oppor tun i t i es  fo r
l ong -d i s tance  h i kes  and  exp lo ra t i on  by  bo th  casua l  and
se r ious  s tuden ts  o f  na tu ra l -  h i s to ry .
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Recrea t i ona l  Uscs  o f  F r r c  l s l and  Na t i ona l  Seasho re

p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  a  c r o s s i n g  i n  r h €  h  q h  d u n c

B e a c h c o m b l n g  r n d  v e h i c u a r  u s e  A  s o r r r a r y  b e a c h c o m b e r
w a r k s  r h e  b e a c h  a s  .  v e h i c  e  o v € r r a k € s  h i m .  T o  s o m e  v i !  t o r s ,
th€sc uses woutd be conr ic lered incompat ibte

aeach use.  Eeach{ r ien ted  recrear ion  s ts  on  rhe  beach a t
S m i t h  P o i n r  C o u n t y  P a r k  o n  I  r y p i c a t  s u m m e r  a i l e r n o o n .

F i s h  n g  f r o m  b o a l s  a r  M o r i c h e s  I n t o r .  N o t - o  v e h r c e s  o n  F i r e
r s i a n . l  r n  b a c k g r o u n d ;  a  b e q a n  t h e  r  F  r e  t s l . n d  e x c u n i o n  a r
S m i t h  P o  n t .

C a m p i n q  a r  W . t c h  H  I
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I n te rp re ta t i on  o f  na tu ra l  r esoL r r ces  a t  Sunken  Fo res t  on  F i re  l s  a r )d .

The park natural is l  g ives z n: ture
t a l k  l o  v i s i t o r s  l o  t h e  S u n k e q

The sel t  quid nc Inr€rprel rve t r . r l

rhrough lhe Sunken Forest  prov,c ies

m a n y  o p p o r l u n r l l
u n s t r u c t u r e d  e r p e r L e n c e  n  ' n e

n a t u r a r  e n v  r o n m e n r

Interprei ive exPerrences are
avai lable for  the handicaPPed-
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