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Hi Folks, I’m Carrie St. Clair at Arches National Park.

Even in this landscape of amazing sandstone formations, the Fiery Furnace stands out as an unusual place. Seen from a 
distance, the long parallel fins resemble the flames of a giant desert fire. But inside, a small maze of shady passageways and 
cool grottos actually offers relief from the burning summer sun.

Because the Fiery Furnace harbors rare plants and fragile soils, the National Park Service limits the number of people that 
can enter it each day. In order to visit the Fiery Furnace, you must obtain a permit at the visitor center or join a ranger on a 
guided walk. While we offer many interpretive programs at Arches, the Fiery Furnace guided walk remains one of our most 
popular.

However, a guided walk through the Fiery Furnace isn’t for everyone. For starters, the tour is roughly two miles long and 
takes about three hours to complete, so a moderate level of physical fitness is needed. Along the way, the trail climbs several 
stairs and traverses narrow sections that require using your hands, feet…even your rear end…to maneuver. It also has some 
exposure to steep cliffs and drop-offs. While the hike is not considered dangerous in any way, some areas may make people 
with a fear of heights uncomfortable. Due to the difficulty and length of the tour, it is not recommended for children under 
five years of age.

Also, there are no bathrooms, water fountains or snack machines in the Fiery Furnace. Once you leave the trailhead, you’ll 
have to make do with what you can carry. Speaking of which, you should plan on bringing at least one quart or one liter of 
water, a snack, some sun protection and an extra layer of clothing.

Scared yet? You shouldn’t be. You’ll forget all these minor inconveniences once you’re winding your way through this 
improbable landscape of fins, spires and hidden arches.

Fiery Furnace walks are offered twice daily from March through October. Tickets may be purchased in advanced…and these 
walks often fill up several days in advance, so plan early to reserve your spot. Detailed information about reservations will be 
shown at the end of this video.

I’m Carrie St. Clair… I hope you’ll join us soon in the Fiery Furnace!
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