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 What’s at Stake

In 2012, more than 91 million visitors arrived by land, sea and air to enjoy 
a taste of our subtropical paradise. A great place to visit, south Florida is also 
an inviting destination for a few undesirable species– and they threaten to 
undermine the health of our environment. More than an inconvenience, invasive 
plants and animals can greatly alter our native landscape, adversely impact 
native wildlife, destroy agricultural crops and threaten our health.

Invasions of exotic species cost Floridians over $500 million each year. We 
spend more than $50 million annually just to eradicate exotic weeds from our 
fields, pastures, canals, ponds, lakes, rivers and greens. And the economic costs 
are small potatoes compared to the ecological ones.

In south Florida, millions of acres of public lands help secure a unique quality 
of life for both tourists and residents. A diverse array of federal and state parks 
and preserves not only protect the world-renowned Everglades ecosystem, they 
furnish us with the water we drink, the air we breathe and countless recreational 
opportunities. Our nearby public lands are easy for us to visit but are also highly 
vulnerable to invasion by exotic plant and animal species– more than 1.7 million 
acres of Florida’s natural areas have become infested. 

Once an exotic species has made itself at home, giving it the old heave-ho 
is costly. Education, prevention, early detection and rapid 
response are the keys to protecting the Sunshine State. Success depends upon 
the involvement of government agencies, a variety of organizations, businesses 
and you! Learn more about how you can help at DontLetItLoose.org.

Definitions

NATIVE species are plants and animals that establish themselves in an area 
through natural means without the aid of humans.  Synonym: indigenous. 

EXOTIC species are not native to Florida and are introduced by human 
activity. They are brought in either intentionally, as ornamentals or pets, or 
accidentally, as hitchhikers that arrive at airports, seaports or through the 
mail. Florida’s first European settlers brought plants and animals from their 
homelands including wheat, oranges, cattle and horses. Species have always 
moved around the globe, and the majority are not problematic. It is today’s 
enormous volume of global trade and travel that provides an unprecedented 
opportunity for species to invade. One third of all plant species in Florida are 
now exotic.  Synonyms: alien, introduced, nonnative and nonindigenous.

INVASIVE EXOTIC species are not constrained by the natural factors that 
existed in their native habitats– other native species, diseases and predators. 
Their rapid growth and spread has the potential of altering what remains of 
Florida’s natural areas, resulting in economic or environmental harm or harm 
to human health and well being. Fortunately, most exotic species are not 
invasive. Our concern is with those exotic species that have already become 
invasive or that are likely to become invasive in the future.  Synonyms: 
invasive, pest or nuisance species.
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“More than an inconvenience, invasive plants and animals can greatly alter our native 
landscape, adversely impact native wildlife, destroy agricultural crops and threaten our health.”
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Flying The Coop
Even more familiar birds and mammals can pose a threat to Florida’s nature and economy. Be a responsible pet 

owner and help prevent a problem. Before you buy that exotic pet, find out how to take care of it. Can you devote 
the time and attention this animal deserves? It’s an important question because when pets escape or are released into 
nature, they can become real problems. 

Five things you can do

yy Don’t pack a pest! When you travel 
out of Florida do not bring back fruit, 
vegetables, flowers, or nuts. 

yy Purchase only certified plants from 
registered nurseries.

yy If you see signs of disease or an unusual 
pest, contact your county extension office. 

yy While managed honeybee colonies are vital 
to agriculture, Africanized honeybees pose 
a threat to humans. If you find bees nesting 
on your property, call a licensed pest control 
company. For a list of companies contact 
the Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services at 888-397-1517. 

yy Use less toxic insecticidal soaps to control 
pests. This will help protect native insects 
that can serve as a defense against invasive 
species.

why you should care

The escaped Monk 
Parakeet, imported 
in large numbers by 
the pet industry in 
the 1960s, gets in 
hot water because 
its large, condo-like 
nests built on electric 
structures and 
substations cause 
power outages and 
fires, requiring costly 
repairs.

A more recent avian arrival, the Common 
Myna, native to Asia, hangs out near 

buildings and likes to nest in signs. 
No longer just an urban resident, 

it now breeds near buildings in 
Everglades National Park where 
it may compete with our native 

wildlife for natural nest cavities 
in trees.  

what’s being done

The Sacred Ibis, a nonnative bird from Africa, 
was recently found in both urban neighborhoods 
and natural areas across south Florida. Because 
this species has proven problematic elsewhere 
in the world, local, state and federal agencies 
acted quickly and decisively to control the small 
population. Today, it appears the Sacred Ibis has 
been successfully eradicated from the area. 

In the late 1990s, the nonnative Gambian pouched 
rat began reproducing in the Florida Keys. Since 
then, Rapid Response efforts have greatly 
reduced their numbers. Nonetheless, a few 
individual rats remain and additional years of 
trapping and monitoring are needed to ensure all 
Gambian rats have been removed from the wild. 

Some species, however, can be more difficult to 
control. The exotic Purple Swamphen, a chicken-
sized bird, has spread north from the Water 
Conservation Areas of south Florida. Actions to 
control this species were unsuccessful and state 
biologists are now assessing impacts the swamphen 
may have on native plants and animals. 

Five things you can do

yy Be a Responsible Pet Owner! Some 
exotic species require a LOT of special care. 
Do as much research as possible and avoid 
impulse buys!

yy Be aware of any applicable laws and 
regulations. Even previously allowed pets, 
like Gambian pouched rats, may have new 
restrictions in place.

yy If you can no longer care for your pet, find 
someone who can. To request help from 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission to place unwanted, exotic pets,  
please dial 1-888-Ive-Got1. Remember, 
Don’t Let it Loose! 

yy Wonderful cats and dogs are waiting 
for adoption at local shelters. Adopt this 
traditional domestic pet and save a life!

yy Learn more about invasive exotic birds and 
mammals at DontLetItLoose.org.

Mediterranean Fruit 
Fly, USDA

Common Myna 
Sergey Yeliseev,  
Flickr.com 

Monk Parakeets can damage power 
structures with their nests,  
Florida Power & Light Company

Don’t Pack a Pest!
We take Florida’s palm trees, tropical fruits and outdoor lifestyle for granted but actually they are all at risk. We need 

your help to stop the onslaught of new pests and diseases like red palm mites, citrus greening, Mexican bromeliad weevil, 
ficus whitefly, imported fire ants and Africanized honeybees. 

why you should care

Just two infestations caused by Mediterranean 
fruit flies that managed to slip through Florida’s 
busy ports have already cost taxpayers nearly $50 
million. 

You may have already been stung by 
fire ants. Now Africanized honeybee 
populations are expanding. Many 
humans have been stung and 
pets and livestock have been 
killed.

The Mexican bromeliad 
weevil discovered in a 
Fort Lauderdale nursery in 1989 has spread widely, 
devastating bromeliads in nurseries and natural 
areas. These examples illustrate the need for 
early detection– crucial to controlling a pest 
before it reaches crisis proportions. 

In 2005, a serious new problem, citrus greening, a 
disease spread by a nonnative insect, was detected 
in Homestead. Federal, state and university 
scientists have implemented a rapid response 
plan to monitor and control this disease.  

what’s being done

Agricultural inspectors are always on the lookout 
for new pests. Recently, a nonnative whitefly has 
been found in Miami-Dade County attacking ficus 
and causing them 
to drop their leaves. 
Inspectors have 
also detected the 
red palm mite— 
which produced a 
serious outbreak in 
the Caribbean—on 
coconut palms in 
south Florida. 

Like other invasive 
species, nonnative 
insects arrive without their 
natural predators. Once an 
infestation is identified, the 
race is on to find a biological 
control agent– sometimes 
pitting one exotic insect against 
another– with no guarantee 
of success. Prevention 
remains the best solution!

Fire Ants, USDA

Red Palm Mite 
(Magnified about 
300x), USDA

Whiteflies decimate a ficus hedge,  
Univ FL/IFAS

Mexican Bromeliad Weevil ,  
J. L. Castner/Univ FL

Gambian Pouched Rat, 
APOPO International Flying The Coop

Even more familiar birds and mammals can pose a threat to Florida’s nature and economy. Be a responsible pet 
owner and help prevent a problem. Before you buy that exotic pet, find out how to take care of it. Can you devote 
the time and attention this animal deserves? It’s an important question because when pets escape or are released into 
nature, they can become real problems. 

Monk Parakeets, 
Florida Power & Light Company



Wicked Tails And Bad Attitudes

why you should care

The Argentine 
black and 
white tegu can 
grow to over 4 
feet in length. 
These lizards 
have sharp 
teeth, wicked 
tails, and bad 

attitudes. The tegu lizards are mostly terrestrial but 
can cross bodies of water as necessary.

These lizards eat almost anything. Their diet varies 
from fruits and vegetables to eggs and small 
animals. Tegus are now known to be established 
in several counties in Florida. Like many reptiles, 
they are primarily active during the day and will 
burrow or hide overnight.

In captivity, Burmese, African, and reticulated 
pythons can grow 20 feet or longer, weigh more 
than 200 pounds and live 25 years. At three years 
of age, a “small,” 10-foot python will eat two 
rabbits a month. They are amazing creatures, but 
combine a huge, powerful body with an instinctive 
brain and you have an animal not suitable as a pet 
for most families. 

Five things you can do

yy Be a Responsible Pet Owner! Be sure 
to know about recent changes to regulations 
and the particular needs of a species before 
you buy. 

yy Learn to identify our incredible native 
reptiles so you won’t confuse them with 
exotics. Keep our natives safe and sound in 
their natural habitats! 

yy Learn more about smaller exotic reptiles 
now posing problems in the wild. Visit 
DontLetItLoose.org.

yy If you can no longer care for your pet, find 
someone who can. 

yy To request help from the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission to 
place unwanted, exotic pets, please dial 
1-888-Ive-Got1. 

How big a problem is the Burmese python? More 
than 144,000 were imported to the U.S. since 
2005. In recent years, hundreds have wound up in 
Everglades National Park and surrounding areas— 
more than 360 were removed from the park in 
2009 alone. And as if that wasn’t bad enough— 
they are reproducing! 

Competing for habitat and prey with our large 
native snakes, the pythons consume a wide variety 
of native wildlife, including the American alligator 
and the endangered Key Largo woodrat. 

Before purchasing an exotic pet, check to see if you can legally possess it. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service recently listed four large constrictor snakes as “injurious species” under the Lacey Act, prohibiting 
them from importation and interstate movement. Certain wildlife species are also regulated by the state 
and require a permit. Yet other species of wildlife are not allowed to be personally possessed at all, 
including Class I wildlife, conditional, and prohibited nonnative species. For more information about the 
categories listed above, rules pertaining to wildlife as personal pets, and links to application forms, visit:

MyFWC.com/license/captive-wildlife  or  DontLetItLoose.org

 
Got a Problem Python in Miami-Dade County?

what’s being done

Scientists are 
investigating new 
control strategies 
for some of our 
most problematic 
species. The use 
of radio tracking, 
pheromone lures, 
traps and locator 
dogs are all being 
evaluated for their 
effectiveness in removing Burmese pythons.

The battle against invasive exotic species 
can never be won, however, without first 
preventing the introduction of new species 
into the wild. State agencies are now putting in 
place new regulations on the purchase and care 
of certain reptile species. 

It’s the Law: New Regulations Began in 2012

Number of pythons removed yearly from in and around 
Everglades National Park, Data courtesy of Skip Snow  

Female pythons bearing eggs are now routinely  
captured in the Florida everglades,  
Everglades National Park

Argentine Black and White Tegu,  
Dustin Smith, Zoo Miami

Tracking dogs may help in the 
control of pythons, Everglades 
National Park

More than 2,000 Burmese pythons have been removed from 
south Florida so far.

To request removal of a nuisance python or 
unwanted pet reptile—or to report observations 
of pythons or other large constrictors—please 
contact the Exotic Species Hotline at:

888-Ive-Got1

Alternatively, you can also file a report online at:

IveGot1.org

help resource managers 
in their control efforts. 

Report dead and nuisance 
pythons!

South Florida’s warm climate and diverse habitats provide ideal conditions for the invasion of 
foreign reptiles. While Burmese pythons have captured attention recently, they are just one of many 
cold-blooded intruders in our area. That green iguana that’s chewing up your garden doesn’t belong in your 
neighborhood. These released and escaped exotic pets can disrupt an area’s food chain and threaten our native fauna. 

Nile Monitor , 
Todd CaMpbell



Beyond Control
A handful of nonnative amphibians now call south Florida home. While some probably arrived accidentally in potted 

plants, others have been purposely introduced, sometimes with heart-breaking consequences. The two highlighted here 
are now so numerous that it is impossible to eradicate them. And, their populations continue to expand into north 
Florida and Georgia. We face this risk with the introduction of every invasive species. That’s why prevention is key!

why you should care

Invasive amphibians can quickly overwhelm native 
populations. A single female Cuban tree frog, 
for example, can lay 4,000 eggs at a time– three 
times more than native green tree frogs! 

Some invasive amphibians, like the Cuban tree 
frog, are voracious eaters, capable of devouring 
native frogs, toads and lizards.

Like many amphibians, the marine toad and the 
Cuban tree frog secrete toxins meant to deter 
predators. Our local wildlife and 
domestic pets are not adapted 
to these unfamiliar toxins. 
Many family pets have died 
from ingesting these toxins.

what’s being done

Amphibian populations have been experiencing 
a sharp decline worldwide. Concerned about the 
potential loss of biodiversity and this important 
part of the food chain, scientists are actively 
monitoring amphibians in and around south 
Florida’s natural areas to evaluate the status of our 
native populations. 

Five things you can do

yy Be a Responsible Pet Owner! Learn 
as much as possible about the needs of an 
amphibian species before you buy. 

yy Inspect purchased plants for stowaways 
before taking them home. 

yy Learn to distinguish invasives from our native 
amphibians at DontLetItLoose.org.

yy Biologists recommend that invasive 
amphibians be euthanized humanely.

yy If you can no longer care for your pet, find 
someone else who can. Remember, Don’t 
Let it Loose! 

Learn & Teach 
   Education is our most powerful tool in the fight against invasive species. Below are 
additional resources for educators and others who want to learn more about nonnative 
species. Find details about each of these resources at DontLetItLoose.org.

Project WILD 
Designed for educators of K-12 students, Project WILD is an interdisciplinary, conservation and 
environmental education program emphasizing wildlife and habitats. Selected activities focus 
on and are easily adaptable to educate about nonnative species. The Project WILD curriculum is 
correlated to the Sunshine State Standards and FCAT. 

Intruders in Paradise: Invasive Species in Florida 
Designed for middle school educators, this program provides background information, vocabulary, 
interdisciplinary activities, comprehension questions and writing prompts about invasive species. The 
curriculum correlates to Sunshine State Standards.

Invasive Plant Education Initiative and Curricula 
Aimed at educators of 3-12 students, this program focuses on the importance of native plants and the impacts that invasive plants have on Florida’s natural 
areas. Correlated to Sunshine State Standards, the curriculum provides numerous lessons, activities, photos and free resources. 

Invaders Classroom Poster 
This poster presents both Do’s and Don’ts of living in a natural Florida backyard. Identify the problem or solution associated 			 
with each number. 

Invasive Species Trading Cards 
This free download is a colorful, engaging tool that helps introduce students  
to nonnative species. 

Don’t Let It Loose! Activity Guide 
Aimed primarily at middle schools, this activity guide encourages teachers to 
explore the role of introduced species in our natural ecosystems. Correlated 
to Sunshine State Standards, the curriculum boasts interactive games and 
classroom activities that instill students with the importance of responsible  
pet selection and ownership.

Prevention
Releasing any exotic 

wildlife in Florida is a 
first-degree misdemeanor, 

subject to one year in 
Prison and a $1,000 fine.

Cuban Treefrog, 
Suzanne Collins, 

Center for N. American  
Herpetology

Marine Toad, Hardin Waddle, USGS

Invaders Classroom Poster, FWC

be a responsible pet owner be a responsible pet owner 
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Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers
Hitchhikers, escapees and intentionally released plants and animals from home aquariums can 

devastate Florida’s waterways. Florida spends roughly $70 million each year waging war on invasive 
aquatic plants, such as water hyacinth and hydrilla, which can clog entire water bodies, shading and 
out-competing native plants. Invasive exotic animals can also wreak havoc in our waters.

Little Crop of Horrors
Why You Should Care.  
Hydrilla, Florida’s most 
widespread exotic 
aquatic plant, was 
first imported from 
Sri Lanka in the early 
1950s and sold as an 
aquarium plant. During 
the 50s and 60s, 
aquatic plant farmers 
“seeded” Florida 
waterways with hydrilla 
to offset expenses. 
By the time it was 
identified as an invasive 
plant, hydrilla had already spread throughout 
many of Florida’s canals, ponds, lakes, rivers and 
springs, shading out and killing native aquatic 
plants and the fish and other wildlife that depend 
on them. 

What’s Being Done. Florida now spends 
more than $30 million each year just to manage 
hydrilla, which is found in nearly half of Florida’s 
public waters and can grow more than one 
inch per day. Millions of dollars more are lost in 
recreation revenue when thick carpets of hydrilla, 
thick enough for ducks to walk on, make waters 
inaccessible to anglers, swimmers and boaters.

Five things you can do

yy Be a Responsible Pet Owner! Be 
sure to learn about the needs of particular 
aquarium species before you buy. Visit 
DontLetItLoose.org.

yy Never release aquarium critters and plants to 
Florida’s water bodies. Do not keep them in 
outdoor ponds. Remember, Don’t Let it 
Loose! 

yy Before leaving the water to head home, 
inspect your boat, trailer, equipment, 
clothing and buckets. Remove any plants 
and animals.

yy Learn to identify island apple snails and their 
eggs. Remove and destroy any you find by 
placing in a plastic bag and freezing them.  
Do not eat them.

yy Check your state regulations and go fishing! 
Most of our exotic fish have no bag limit.

Invasion at Sea
Why You Should Care.  
Originally from the Indian and Pacific oceans, the 
venomous lionfish was first sighted off the coast 
of south Florida in the 1980s. Since that time, it 
has proliferated throughout the Caribbean and the 
southeastern Atlantic seaboard, and is beginning 
to invade portions of the Gulf of Mexico. It is 
believed the arrival of this striking invader is the 
result of its popularity as an aquarium species.

Lionfish are voracious predators that are known 
to consume a wide variety of prey, including 
snappers, groupers, and crustaceans. They have 
been implicated with the decline of reef fish, 
and—being armed with venomous spines—pose 
a potential hazard to swimmers, snorkelers, and 
divers where they occur. Stings often result in 
swelling and extreme pain, but have also led to 
convulsions and paralysis in some individuals. 

What’s Being 
Done. Though 
no large-scale 
control tools 
currently exist for 
lionfish, government 
and community 
organizations are 
working together 
to monitor 
coastal waters for 
lionfish, suppress 
populations at high-
priority locations, 
and prevent the 
spread of lionfish 
to new areas. 
Periodic tournaments are organized to encourage 
the intense harvesting of lionfish, which—when 
handled properly—are excellent food fish. 

Fishy Business 
Why You Should Care.  
A native of 
South America, 
sailfin or 
suckermouth 
catfish were 
probably first 
introduced 
into our waters 
as fish farm escapees and aquarium releases. 
Observed regularly in urban canals, sailfin catfish 
are one of the most abundant and widespread 
of the exotic catfishes in Florida. They are now 
found throughout central and south Florida 
and are known to create spawning burrows 
along shorelines and canal banks, sometimes 
undermining lake shorelines. 

These aren’t the only aquarium fish on the loose 
however. The Mayan cichlid is probably the most 
common of all exotic fishes swimming free in 
south Florida. This 
cichlid and the African 
jewelfish are not only 
living happily in the 
canals, they have now 
invaded Everglades 
National Park as well.  

What’s Being Done. The dazzling but 
aggressive African jewelfish is a good example 
of the problem. It is a tempting addition to the 
aquarium, but when it beats up on all the other 
fish in the tank, the jewelfish is often dumped into 
the nearest canal. Only one problem– the canal 
behind your house has a direct connection to our 
natural areas. Everglades National Park now has 15 
species of exotic fish swimming in its waters. 

Populations of exotic fishes are being carefully 
monitored within Everglades National Park and in 
limited areas outside the park. Since there are few 
control options once these species get out in the 
wild, and research funding to study the impacts 
of these fishes is very limited, education and 
prevention remain extremely important.  

African jewelfish, 
Howard Jelks, USGS

Hydrilla,  Photo by Vic Ramey, 
University of Florida/IFAS 
Center for Aquatic and 
Invasive Plants.  
Used with Permission.

Sailfin Catfish, 
© Diane Rome Peebles

Nonnative Asian swamp eels have 
also invaded south Florida. The U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service has removed 
thousands from canals surrounding 

Everglades National Park!

Though beautiful, the spines of lionfish are capable 
of injecting a potent venom for defense, 
Alexander Vasenin, Wikimedia Commons

In Florida, Lionfish are thought 
to spawn year-round, producing 
thousands of young at a time, 
NOAA



Green Aliens, Indeed!
     Invasive plants not only spoil our natural areas, they can invade your yard and garden too. Once these aggressive plants 
get a foothold, ripping them out can be a continual challenge. Landscaping with native plants is no sweat; they generally 
require less water and care while also providing habitat for butterflies and birds. 

why you should care

Imported in the late 1800s as an ornamental and 
shade tree, Brazilian pepper is neither a Florida 
native nor a holly. It is an invasive exotic weed that 
invades fields, roadsides and canal banks as well 
as natural pinewoods and hammocks, by forming 
impenetrable thickets that inhibit the growth of 
native plants.

Unfortunately, birds gorge themselves on its 
bright red berries and then spread the seeds far 
and wide. Brazilian pepper now covers more than 
700,000 acres from south Florida to Duval County. 

Two highly invasive 
East Asian vines are 
infesting Florida. Old 
World and Japanese 
climbing ferns climb 
trees, forming a 
dense canopy that 
smothers entire 
forests. Ferns 
are spread by spores and it takes just one spore 
to establish the plant in a new area. Old World 
climbing fern currently blankets 300,000 acres of 
natural lands across central and south Florida. If 
not controlled, it could cover more area than the 
top five most invasive species combined. 

what’s being done

Over the years, government agencies have 
waged war upon some of our most invasive 
exotic invaders. Great strides have been made 
in the battle against Australian pine, Melaleuca 
and Brazilian pepper, though many areas remain 
infested. Early detection of new infestations 
of invasive plants is key to mounting an effective 
rapid response.  

Brazilian Pepper, USDA

Old world climbing fern 
Peggy Greb, USDA

Coontie 
Zamia integrifolia 
This handsome native thrives with 
minimal water and is the host plant 
of the beautiful atala butterfly. 
Photo by Roger Hammer

Spanish bayonet 
Yucca aloifolia 
Perfectly suited to life in south 
Florida, this plant is drought and 
salt-tolerant and resistant to wind.  
Photo by Roger Hammer

Locust berry 
Byrsonima lucida 
The color of these beautiful red 
flowers changes gradually over time, 
making this a favorite ornamental.  
Photo by Roger Hammer

Cocoplum 
Chrysobalanus icaco 
This versatile shrub can be kept 
pruned as a hedge, or allowed to 
grow larger and sprout edible fruit.  
Photo by Roger Hammer

Wild tamarind 
Lysiloma latisiliquum 
This large tree boasts a robust canopy 
and grows well in shade. In the wild, its 
smooth bark attracts tree snails.  
Photo by Roger Hammer

Gumbo limbo 
Bursera simaruba 
Best known for its shiny, peeling 
bark, this tree is also wind-resistant 
and a great attractant for wildlife.   
Photo by Roger Hammer

Asparagus fern 
Asparagus sp. 
Not a true fern, this common 
houseplant invades numerous native 
habitats as birds spread its berries. 
Photo by Matthew Merritt

Pineland morning glory 
Jacquemontia curtissii 
This delicate vine is endemic to 
south Florida and thrives in areas 
that receive full sun. 
Photo by Roger Hammer

Surinam cherry 
Eugenia uniflora 
Once planted widely for its attractive 
edible fruits, this species has now 
spread to our natural areas. 
Photo by Patricia Howell

Jasmine 
Jasminum dichotomum 
This self-sowing invader flowers 
year round. Birds and raccoons help 
distribute the fruits far and wide. 
Photo by Paul L. Redfearn, Jr.

Queensland umbrella tree 
Schefflera actinophylla 
Growing up to 40 feet tall, these 
large trees can spread quickly and 
easily shade out native species. 
Photo by Dennis Gerard

Woman’s tongue 
Albizia julibrissin 
This fast-growing tree has invaded 
habitats from Big Cypress National 
Preserve to the Florida Keys. 
Photo by Shirley Denton

Don’t plant these invasive species

Consider these natives instead 

Simpson’s stopper 
Myrcianthes fragrans 
Occurring naturally in dense 
hammocks, this hearty native is a 
perfect choice for shady areas.  
Photo by Patricia Howell

Oyster plant 
Tradescantia spathacea 
The seeds of this poisonous plant are 
easily spread by wind and routinely 
invade native communities. 
Photo by Patricia Howell

Snake plant 
Sansevieria hyacinthoides 
Commonly used as an ornamental, 
this African species quickly invades 
native hammocks. 
Photo by Pat Howell

Beach naupaka 
Scaefola frutescens 
Originally introduced to stabilize 
beach dunes, the plant has now 
invaded many coastal communities. 
Photo by Shirley Denton

Five things you can do

yy Learn to identify invasive exotic plants, 
remove them from your yard and share your 
knowledge with neighbors. 

yy Consider landscaping with native plants.

yy Don’t throw yard debris in nearby natural 
areas. Carefully bag it or use noninvasive 
cuttings for mulch. 

yy Volunteer to remove exotics from natural 
areas.

yy Learn more about invasive plants and great 
alternatives at DontLetItLoose.org.

Learn More about Planting with  
Natives at DontLetItLoose.org 



Don’t Let it Loose!
  Be a responsible pet owner

Have an exotic pet you can no longer keep?  Don’t add more teeth to  
 

Florida’s invasive exotics problem—bring it to Exotic Pet Amnesty Day.

Are you an experienced pet owner who is willing to give a home to an exotic 

pet in need? Apply today and become an Exotic Pet Amnesty Adopter.

Exotic Pet Amnesty Program

Produced by the National Park Service and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Upcoming Exotic Pet Amnesty Day events and Adoption Application forms  
can be found at:

MyFWC.com/Nonnatives
For more information call the Exotic Species Hotline

888-IveGot1 (888-483-4681)

�� Surrender exotic reptiles, amphibians, birds, Mammals, fishes or 
invertebrates. 

�� Surrendered pets will be examined by a veterinarian. 

�� Every effort will be made to place Animals that appear healthy 
with qualified adopters.

�� Free of charge and no Penalties!

Printed on 30% post-consumer waste paper with vegetable-based inks. Fiber sourced from responsibly managed forests.

�� You help prevent the release of an exotic animal into the wild. 

�� You inspire compassion and teach kids about responsibility. 

�� You get a wonderful new family member and forever friend.

�� You can do it all for free.

The Exotic Pet Amnesty Program is sponsored by The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission


