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Turkey Vulture 
(Cathartes aura) 
• Turkey Vultures have an excellent sense of 

smell which allows them to find the dead food 
they like to eat 

• The Turkey Vulture’s wingspan is large and 
impressive, and they are often mistaken for an 
eagle or an osprey 

• They love to fly through open areas like 
farmland, forest, and rangeland, and at night 
they like to stay in trees, rocks, or other high 
and private spots 

• Size: Large 
• Color: Brown with featherless 
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