


Math & Science K-5

CONTENT

K-2-ETS1-2 Engineering 
Design Develop a simple 
sketch, drawing, or physical 
model to illustrate how the 
shape of an object helps it 
function as needed to solve a 
given problem.

3-5-ETS1-1 Engineering 
Design
Define a simple design 
problem reflecting a need or a 
want that includes specified 
criteria for success and 
constraints on materials, time, 
or cost.

CONNECTION

Eleanor Roosevelt established 
Val-Kill Industries in 1927. 
This business produced Val-
kill furniture and Val-kill 
pewter. 

Today this furniture company, 
inspired by Eleanor Roosevelt, 
builds high quality furniture 
using as much labor from the 
neighborhoods as possible. 
With the support of the 
National Park Service and the 
Roosevelt Vanderbilt Historical 
Association, the company 
builds furniture for anyone 
who wants original pieces in 
their home or business. 

INVESTIGATION

Your task is to research the 
Val-Kill Industries from Eleanor 
Roosevelt through the present-
day owners. Compare how 
their mission of providing jobs 
and training to those who need 
them to the New Deal that 
President Roosevelt created 
while in office.

Research areas in your 
community that provide work 
opportunities for those in need. 
Interview an employee and ask 
questions about the purpose 
and mission, their daily work, 
and how they actually came to 
work there. Share the interview 
with your class. 



Math & Science 6-8

CONTENT

MS-ETS1-1 
Engineering Design
Define the criteria and 
constraints of a design 
problem with sufficient 
precision to ensure a 
successful solution, 
taking into account
relevant scientific 
principles and potential 
impacts on people and 
the natural environment 
that may limit possible 
solutions.

CONNECTION
Amelia Earhart, the famous 
pilot, inspired her friend, 
Eleanor to apply for her very 
own piloting license. In 1933, 
she took the First Lady out for 
an airplane ride from D.C. to 
Baltimore. They became very 
good friends and Eleanor was 
very sad when Amelia 
disappeared. 

Even though she got her pilot 
license, the First Lady never 
went on to be a real pilot like 
Earhart. One of the main 
reasons was that her husband, 
President Roosevelt, thought 
that being a pilot was too 
dangerous. 

INVESTIGATION

Your task is to research the 
Curtiss T-32 Condor II
that Eleanor flew in with 
Amelia. Make a comparison 
of that plane with one of a 
similar size today. What are 
the differences? What 
features are the same? 

Build a model of the Curtiss 
T-32 Condor II using
recyclable materials found
around the house. Record a
1-2 minute video about your
design and retell the story of
Amelia and Eleanor.

https://pioneersofflight.si.edu/content/amelia-earhart-and-eleanor-roosevelt-flying-washington-dc-baltimore
https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/model-static-curtiss-t-32-condor-american-airlines/nasm_A19590037000


Math &Science 9-12

CONTENT

HS-ETS1-1 Engineering Design 
Analyze          a major global 
challenge to specify qualitative 
and quantitative criteria and 
constraints for solutions that 
account for societal needs and 
wants.

HS-LS 4-6 Biological Evolution: 
Unity and Diversity
Create or revise a simulation to 
test a solution to mitigate 
adverse impacts of human 
activity on biodiversity.

CONNECTION

Eleanor said that “the 
conservation of land and 
conservation of people 
frequently go hand in hand”. 
She wrote about this in her 
“My Day” newspaper column. 

She inferred that conservation of 
all -natural resources is 
somewhat like foreign policy. 
She said that everyone should 
want to take care of the 
environment and it shouldn’t be 
political. She frequently spoke 
about tideland oil, private 
ownership of public lands, and 
forestry. 

INVESTIGATION

Your task is to research:
• Tideland Oil
• Private Ownership of

Public Lands
• Forestry

What are our current policies 
on these three topics? How do 
they compare to the policies
back then? Choose one of 
these topics and write a 2 page
paper on the challenges that 
we face today and your 
thoughts on solving those 
challenges. Use qualitative and 
quantitative data for your 
research.

https://erpapers.columbian.gwu.edu/my-day
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/1949/2/25/tideland-oil-ptwo-tideland-oil-bills/
https://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/pubs/gtr/gtr_nrs-p-14/18-more-p-14.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/topics/forestry


History & Geography K-5

CONTENT

D2.Civ.14.K-2. Describe 
how people have tried to 
improve their communities 
over time.

D2.His.3.K-2. Generate 
questions about 
individuals and groups 
who have shaped
a significant historical 
change.

CONNECTION

Eleanor loved the arts. She
spoke at the 1934 
Convention of the 
American Federation of 
Arts. She spoke of her 
vision for a government-
sponsored art world. She 
said that we should all 
appreciate beauty
and make sure that 
everyone is represented in 
the arts. She was 
responsible for art projects, 
art centers, and 
sponsoring thousands of 
artists.

INVESTIGATION

Your task is taking a virtual field 
trip of the Museum of Modern Art 
(MoMA) during the 1940s. Create 
an art piece that is inspired by 
what you see at the museum. 
Choose your medium of art:
Oil Painting 
Acrylic
painting 
Watercolors 
Charcoal
Pastels 
Chalk 
Marker 
Crayons
and begin to create your own 
masterpiece.

https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/new_deal_for_the_arts/
https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/330?installation_image_index=0


History & Geography 6-8

CONTENT

D2.His.2.6-8. Classify
series of historical events and 
developments as examples of 
change and/or continuity.

D2.His.3.6-8. Use questions 
generated about individuals 
and groups to analyze why 
they, and the developments 
they shaped, are seen as 
historically significant.

CONNECTION
When Eleanor was in the 
White House, she traveled 
across the United States to 
gather information on 
government institutions and 
programs and other facilities. 
She was a champion of civil 
rights for African Americans. 
She spoke up for the poor, 
young people, and women. 
Her mission was to speak for 
those who couldn’t always 
speak for themselves or for 
those who just weren’t being 
heard. She encouraged her 
husband, President 
Roosevelt, to care for these 
things too. 

INVESTIGATION

Your task is to investigate a social 
program today that has a direct 
connection to Eleanor Roosevelt. 
Create a ten-slide multimedia 
presentation that highlights the 
program. Include the name of the 
program, date established, 
purpose, reach (who it helps), and 
the reason you chose it. A 
multimedia presentation is a stand 
alonepresentation that includes 
information presented with slides, 
video, or digital representations 
and includes sound which might 
be a narrative, music or sound 
effects. Your presentation will be 
shared with 
the National Parks.

https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/lesson-5-eleanor-roosevelt-and-rise-social-reform-1930s


History & Geography 9-12

CONTENT

D2.His.1.9-12. Evaluate 
how historical events and 
developments were shaped 
by unique circumstances of 
time and place as well as 
broader historical contexts.

D2.His.2.9-12. Analyze 
change and continuity in 
historical eras.

CONNECTION

In 1939, the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) 
wouldn’t let Marian Anderson 
perform in Constitution Hall.
Eleanor was outraged and resigned 
her DAR membership. She set up 
the concert at the Lincoln 
Memorial. Over 75,000 people 
turned out to hear her sing. 
Another time. in Alabama, the local 
officials said that people must be 
segregated by race at public 
meetings. Eleanor, again decided 
to turn her displeasement into 
activism. She brought her own 
folding chair and placed it in the 
center aisle. She was determined 
that ALL people should be treated 
equally. 

INVESTIGATION

Your task is to research the 
details behind the Marian 
Anderson concert. Travel back 
in time to work for Eleanor 
Roosevelt. You will be the 
concert promoter for Marian 
Anderson’s concert at the 
Lincoln Memorial. 

Design a concert poster, 
hashtags, tickets, song list, 
video graphics, and a 30 
second commercial. Use this 
online concert checklist to 
make sure that you have 
covered all of your bases for 
the event. 

https://www.npr.org/2014/04/09/298760473/denied-a-stage-she-sang-for-a-nation
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/gig-checklist-2460497


Literacy K-5

LITERATURE

Amelia and Eleanor Go for a 
Ride Pam Muñoz Ryan Brian 
Selznick

Two well known women 
sneak away from the White 
House for an aerial 
adventure in this 
handsomely illustrated story
based on real people.

STRATEGY

After reading the story, talk 
about the character traits that 
Eleanor and Amelia shared. 
What were they? 

Amelia and Eleanor did not 
follow the rules but that 
helped them accomplish their 
goals. What can we learn 
from them? 

Locate and analyze examples 
of similes and metaphors in 
this story and explain how 
these literary devices 
complement the text

QUESTIONS

Why were Amelia and Eleanor 
called “birds of a feather”?

Why are Amelia and Eleanor both 
famous?

Why was Amelia flying an airplane 
in 1933 so unusual?

Why was it unusual that Eleanor 
would be driving a car?

Why does the author 
write about Eleanor
and Amelia’s
friendship?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=essYjnpnzmU


Literacy 6-8

LITERATURE

Eleanor Roosevelt Fighter for
Justice  Ilene Cooper

Eleanor Roosevelt, Fighter for 
Justice shows young readers how 
the former First Lady evolved from 
a poor little rich girl to a protector
and advocate for those without a
voice.

STRATEGY
While reading this book,
consider using a graphic 
organizer to take notes on 
what you learn about Eleanor 
Roosevelt. Choose from:

• Two columns listing the
main idea & details.

• Compare and contrast
information in a double
bubble map.

• KWL Chart- showing what
you know, what you want to
learn, and what you have
learned.

Download the PDF from this
site. It contains historical 
photos. Can you put them in
order?

QUESTIONS
Why was she called, ‘poor, little 
rich girl ’?

How did her privileged upbringing 
affect her work later on?

While working with the Civil Rights 
Movement, Eleanor faced dangers. 
What types of threats did Eleanor 
face as she traveled around the 
country?

Why did she receive 
those threats?

What did she consider her greatest 
accomplishments?

https://www.audible.com/pd/Eleanor-Roosevelt-Fighter-for-Justice-Audiobook/B07FP3BBLL


Literacy 9-12

Literature

Our Eleanor
Candace Fleming

Our Eleanor is filled with 
photographs of everything from 
Eleanor's speech at the 1940 
Democratic National Convention 
to her high school report card, as 
well as fascinating stories about 
life in and out of the White House.

Strategy

A scrapbook is all about 
storytelling. Scrapbooks show 
the importance of history and its 
preservation. A scrapbook 
highlights the importance of 
identity and its role in people's 
lives. 

Make a timeline of Eleanor 
Roosevelt’s life. Talk about her 
early years, life in the White 
House, and her later years. 
Choose events that highlight her 
challenges, accomplishments, 
and her contributions that made 
the world a better place. 

Questions

What makes someone worth 
remembering?

Do you know someone like that?

What character traits do they 
possess?

Do you think people will 
remember you? For what?

How do you compare to Eleanor 
Roosevelt?

She was an agent of change. 
What does that mean?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QMBRgDErlVw


National Parks Story

Eleanor Roosevelt National Historic Site

Virtual Tour of Val-Kill

Eleanor Roosevelt’s World

https://www.nps.gov/elro/index.htm
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/eleanor-roosevelt-national-historic-site
https://www.nps.gov/elro/learn/historyculture/eleanor-roosevelt-s-world.htm






Eleanor Roosevelt was a trailblazer, an advocate for civil rights, and an 
agent of change. She helped to create The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, which remains one of her greatest legacies. Article 1 says that all

human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are 
endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another  in a 

spirit of brotherhood.

Your task is to read the declaration and choose one of the 30 Articles to 
represent in an infographic. An infographic is a visual image such as a chart

or diagram used to represent information or data. Your work will be a tribute to 
the work of Eleanor Roosevelt and the United Nations. 

Once completed, share your infographic on social media 
@NPS_HydePark @NatlParkService @UN
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