UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ELLIS ISLAND ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

Interviewee: Josephine Garzieri Calloway 
Interviewer: Judith Hartman 
Interview Number: 193 
Interview Date: June 17, 1986
HARTMAN: This is Judith Hartman and I'm speaking with Josephine Garzieri Calloway on Tuesday, June 17, 1986. We're beginning this interview at 12:45 p.m. We're about to interview Josephine about her immigration experience from Italy in 1922... [edit]
CALLOWAY: My father got an emergency passport, and he came to Italy. He knocked at our door, it must have been around eleven-thirty at night. But, I guess the train or whatever it was was late. And he knocked at the door, and I was studying, my—I was studying Latin and Greek in those days, and he says to me, he knocked at the door, I said, "Who's there?" He says, "A friend." I said, "Well, what's your name?" He said, "Never mind my name!" So with the two suitcases he had, he pushed the door open and I started screaming and I woke up the whole neighborhood. And, my grandma says, "Don't worry, that's your father, I recognized his voice." See, I don't remember him anymore.. [edit]
But when I got—when we came to America, I immediately—I was—the headquarters in Rome said, "You're going on your own, you may not make it through," because of me. 

HARTMAN: Why was that? 

CALLOWAY: Because of trachoma. 

HARTMAN: They recognized it before you left? 

CALLOWAY: They recognized it on the boat. And they notified the boat. You understand? 

HARTMAN: And they had no way of treating it on the boat? 

CALLOWAY: No, but I was isolated. I had to be in a special cabin with no one else with me. 

HARTMAN: Oh my goodness. Even on the boat. 

CALLOWAY: Yeah, yeah. I had the privilege for food, they would bring it to me, but I could not come out. Only at night, when people are not no longer on the deck... [edit] 

HARTMAN: Why did they even let you get on the boat, then, I wonder? 

CALLOWAY: I don't know, my father manipulated that situation, yeah. But, don't forget that the--we were there, it was about nine months—see, they were afraid the boat would have been stuck on the docks; it could not discharge anybody, you understand? And they would have been in [. . .] So, it was important for them to confine me, and don't have that kind of a risk... [edit]
HARTMAN: Did you know what was going on? Did you even know there was something wrong with your eye? 

CALLOWAY: I did know, I did know. But I didn't anticipate it to be the grave case of contagious, it was highly contagious, do you understand what I mean? So, but my brother was cleared, somehow, in a week, he was able to come home... [edit] 

CALLOWAY: There was a great fear for trachoma. A great fear. So it— 

HARTMAN: A lot of people were turned back then—
CALLOWAY: Oh, plenty. My—I was one of the lucky ones, because my father, he said “She is [a] minor; I can't strand her. She's gotta stay." See, had it been another six months, he wouldn't have been able to touch me. You understand? So that's how— 

HARTMAN: So are you glad he came to— 

CALLOWAY: I'm very glad. I'm very glad now. Yes, I am. I was sorry to leave my grandparents. They were wonderful people. But, I never saw them again... [edit]
HARTMAN: Tell me, did your family maintain sort of Italian things in your life or were you quickly becoming so Americanized that— 

CALLOWAY: No, my mother--see, they were [recovering, my parents] from being in Egypt and Cairo and Alexandria, and then Italy was not so far back for a certain element, you understand what I mean. They were considered a little higher up, because they were worldly, see, and it wasn't so hard for them to get adjusted, and my mother was very fast on the track and so was my father. They were beautiful, beautiful people. Beautiful people, so... [edit] 
HARTMAN: Why don't you tell us the story about Egypt? That's a good one. Uh, they left Italy— 

CALLOWAY: They left Italy in the middle of the night. They left—no, they left Italy to go to Egypt, but because there was an ad in our local paper that they wanted someone that was knowledgeable for building construction, and my father answered the ad, and he went, and my mother was expecting me, and she wasn't gonna travel with that condition. So, three—four months later, she joined my father, and we were there... [edit] 

HARTMAN: But you had to leave— 

CALLOWAY: We had to leave Egypt, yeah, we had to leave Egypt because my father showed them off at what they didn't know. And they resented him. And they were out to get him. So, when this happened, my father said, "Let's get out of here, let's leave the clothes, the furniture, nothing, just take the things to put on," and he must have had a freighter boat— 

HARTMAN: A freighter boat— 

CALLOWAY: Yeah, a freighter boat, and that's where we all went. In the middle of the night. And we got to, to, I think we went to [Katania], with the boat. 

HARTMAN: And they left you and your brother with your grandmother, and they went to the United States. 

CALLOWAY: Yeah, they had to, they had to. They had nothing, all the relatives pitched in whatever they had, just to buy the fare— 

Josephine Garzieri Calloway arrives in the US with the eye disease trachoma. Normally Ellis Island deported people with this “loathsome and contagious disease.” But Josephine’s father pays a $1000 bond so that she can stay and be treated at the hospital on Ellis Island. After 11 months of painful treatments, she is cured and can join the family in New Jersey.





After reading, think about how her father got Josephine on board the ship to America.
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