On-Site Visit Activity/Exhibit: “The Interview Room”

8th-12th Grade

Lesson Plan

Program Overview: The Interview Room 

This past April, with the help of Rangers Jason Wickersty and Janice LaBoard of the National Parks of New York Harbor Education Center, we conducted a mock-interview featuring one of the immigrant case studies. While I fit the profile of our applicant, Long Tack Sam (less handsome and athletic), other case studies can be adapted to help illuminate visitors on the past and contemporary perspectives of United States immigration policy.   
(Disclaimer: This lesson plan is intended to compliment the “Board of Inquiry” school activity. Initially designed as a classroom activity, this proposal hopes to be delivered one day as an interactive exhibit for the general public. Parts of this activity have been adapted from an exhibit at the Immigration Museum in Melbourne, Australia). 
New York State Learning Standards

· SS Standard One, 1A

· SS Standard Two, 1D, 1E
· SS Standard Three, 1C, 1D

· SS Standard Four, 1C, 1D, 1G 

· SS Standard Five, 1A, 1C

Aim: In what ways did immigrants gain entry to the United States despite its restriction policies? 
At the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
· Investigate several reasons to why select immigrant groups were admitted and others were not, according to U.S. immigration policy.

· Interpret how United States immigration policy reflected the attitudes and demands of the larger society. 

· Analyze how the federal government has used immigration policies as an important feature to develop national identity.
Misunderstandings:

· Students may interpret immigration to the United States as anything but a seamless, static progression.

· Because the American media treats immigration with such an ahistorical lens, students may not realize that fear and xenophobia of newly-arrived immigrants hold historical roots, and many of the debates carry recurring themes.

·  A lofty concept, especially when teaching to an adolescent community, students may find a hard time connecting United State immigration policy with the idea of national identity and “The American Dream.”
Essential Questions:

· How did United States Immigration Policy Reflect a Larger Goal of Establishing a National Identity?
· Why did the Federal Government Prohibit Certain Immigrant Groups from Entering the United States?

· How did new-arrivals negotiate their entry to the United States despite shifting immigration policy?
Materials: Three-to-Six “Immigrant Case Studies,” DVD player, 

Procedure:

1. Motivation- Ask students to recall their first-day at middle-school/high school. What were some of their feelings/apprehensions when they arrived in their new school? Have the class imagine registering for classes, filling out Delaney cards that first week. Be ready to share your hopes/anxieties with the class. Inform the class that many newly-arrived immigrants share many of these worries when they apply for entry to this country.
2.  With the mood established, introduce students to three case studies depicting immigrants of three different time periods: a Chinese performer in the 1890s, an Eastern European tailor in the 1910s, and an Iraqi businessman applying for refugee status in the 2000s.  For each file, students will receive a questionnaire, documentation sheet, and the United States immigration policy guidelines for each applicant.  Students will inspect the documentation sheet and policy regulations carefully before “interviewing” the candidate.

3. With the file carefully read, students will watch the applicant’s immigration interview on a television screen. From the television screen, students will play the role of an immigrant official who determines whether the applicant has provided a sufficient answer to the questions, while respecting the immigration policy of the time period. For each part of the interview completed, students, as immigrant officials, will determine the validity or adequacy of each response. Each full-response will be followed by a pause that will in effect, offer students time to determine the candidates’ answers. After three pauses, the questionnaire now complete, students will determine whether the applicant for processing is qualified or not for entry.
4. Assessment Evidence: A discussion will follow providing a detailed analysis to why certain individuals interviewed were admitted or denied to this country, and determine the reasoning during that time period. A ten-minute critical dialogue session will offer some clarity onto why students made certain choices for specific candidates.
a.  Students will defend their statements, and if possible, make connections to the current immigration issues affecting the United States today (i.e.: undocumented workers, the new immigration policy in Arizona, etc.). 

b. From this discussion, students will propose the direction of United States immigration policy today and attempt an agreeable policy for the next five years. 
5. Homework: Students will write a one-page essay interpreting why, in their opinion, the United States government has opted for specific immigration policies during different time periods. Each student will determine the feasibility of these reasons in these past periods. Further, students will research some of the contemporary immigrant policies and its impact on “selecting immigrants” and determine whether the U.S. government should stay with its current policies, or retract and develop alternative strategies. Students are expected to consider both sides of the issue before making a decision. 
