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Document 1: 

1908 

Esteemed Editor,  

 We were sitting in the shop and working when the boss came over to one of us and said, “You ruined the work: you’ll have to pay for it.” The 

worker answered that it wasn’t his fault that he had given out the work in perfect condition. “You’re trying to tell me!” The boss got mad and began to 

shout. “I pay your wages and you answer back, you dog! I should have thrown you out of my shop long ago.” 

The worker trembled, his face got whiter. When the boss noticed how his face paled, he gestured, spat and walked away. The worker said no more. 

Tired, and overcome with shame, he turned back to his work and later he exclaimed, “For six years I’ve been working here like a slave, and he tells me, ‘You 

dog, I’ll throw you out!’ I wanted to pick up an iron and smash his head in, but I saw before me my wife and five children who want to eat!”  

 Obviously, the offended man felt he had done wrong in not standing up for his honor as a worker and human being. In the shop, the machines, 

hummed, the irons thumped, and we could see the tears running down his cheeks. 

Did this unfortunate man act correctly in remaining silent under the insults of the boss? Is the fact that he has a wife and children the reason for 

his slavery and refusal to defend himself? I hope you will answer my questions in the “Bintel Brief.” 

        Respectfully, 

        A.P. 
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