Exploring Effigy Mounds
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Planning Your Visit

Effigy Mounds Nation-
al Monument is three
miles north of Mar-
quette on lowa 76.

Stop first at the visitor
center, open daily ex-
cept for certain public
holidays. For hours and
days of operation, call
the monument or check
the website.

There are picnic areas
along lowa 76 south of
the visitor center but no
picnic tables in the park.

Nearby towns offer
lodging and restaurants.

Plants and animals of
Effigy Mounds are typ-
ical of the upper Missis-
sippi River valley. The
park’s main section has
two units separated by
the Yellow River. Both
units are best explored
by trails.

North Unit North of
the visitor center a
two-mile walk on the
Fire Point Trail goes
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past Little Bear Mound
(outlined with pebbles)
and conical and com-
pound mounds, with
good river views. South
of the visitor center the
one-mile Yellow River
Bridge Boardwalk Trail
(wheelchair-accessible)
lets you explore a wet-
land environment.
Rangers conduct pro-
grams from mid-June
through Labor Day. A
longer, self-guiding
walk follows the Hang-
ing Rock Trail past the
Great Bear Mound, tall-
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grass prairie, and river
overlooks. Educational
tours may be arranged
in advance during the
school year.

South Unit The trail
system in the south
unit leads through
hardwood forest and
restored tallgrass prai-
rie (see map). Desti-
nations include March-
ing Bear Group (10
bear and three bird
mounds), Compound
Mound Group, Found-
ers Pond Overlook, and
Nezekaw Point Over-
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look. A parking lot is
0.5 mile south of the
visitor center at the
day-use area.

For a Safe Visit

All archeological and
natural objects in the
park are protected by
law. Vandalism, looting,
digging, or altering the
mounds or features is
prohibited. ¢ Use or pos-
session of firearms is
prohibited. ¢ Watch for
poison ivy, mosquitoes,
and deer ticks. ¢ Pets
must be restrained by
leash at all times. ¢ Stay
on trails. ¢ The visitor
center, museum, audio-

visual program, and
public restrooms are
wheelchair-accessible.

Related Sites Other
Woodlands-era mound
sites are the Fish Farm
Mounds, north of Lan-
sing, lowa; Pikes Peak
State Park in lowa; and
Wyalusing State Park
in Wisconsin. There are
also mound sites that
are open to the public
in St. Paul, Minn., and
throughout southern
Wisconsin.
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View from Hanging Rock

A trail (3.5 miles one
way) from the visitor
center takes you to
the Hanging Rock
overlook, part of a
large limestone out-
cropping. On your

way you will pass sev-
eral mound groups.
As you walk the trails,
watch carefully for
white-tailed deer, a
common resident.
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