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SPECIAL EVENTS
FACILITY GUIDELINES - LABORATORY COMPLEX
The Laboratory Complex contains fourteen historic structures, six of which were built in 1887 as the first laboratory dedicated to the “business of inventing”.  Many rooms contain their original furnishings and retain their historic appearance.  Every effort has been made to preserve the structural and aesthetic integrity.  Since 1959 the National Park Service has owned and maintained Thomas Edison National Historical Park. Most buildings are open for public tours.

The following conditions will assure adequate preservation of this historic site:
Food and drink are permitted only in Building 1, Building 11, or on the grounds of the Laboratory Complex.  This includes storage, preparation and serving.  There are no cooking facilities available. Open flame cooking and  candles are not permitted. 

Caterer will provide all personnel, tables, chairs, tableware, linens, coat racks and tents as needed. Please note that all tents must be free-standing, no pegs or stakes can be put into any surfaces at the Laboratory Complex.  Tent and area lighting will be required for all events after dark.

Electrical capacity is limited.  One 20amp receptacle is available if arrangements are made in advance. 
Arrangements must be made in advance if water is needed.  

There are restrooms in Building 1.  Caterer may need to provide portable toilets for larger events held on the grounds.

Care must be taken to protect the interior floor and rugs from water and other damage.  Ice must be in a solid waterproof container.  Trash must be stored in leak-proof containers.

Historic furnishings may not be touched or moved.  Nothing will be attached to or placed on any woodwork or other historic fabric. 

Smoking is not permitted at the Site.

All areas must be left in the same condition as prior to the event.  Any items brought onto the Site must be removed.  Trash and used tableware may not be left over night.

All deliveries and pickups must be scheduled in advance with the National Park Service. Deliveries can be made no earlier than one business day prior to the event.  Pickup must be scheduled no later than one business day after the event.  

The laboratory complex is protected by an automatic fire suppression system.  Any action by the permittee that causes the fire system to activate will result in the permittee bearing the cost of restoring the system.

For questions or additional information please call Terri Jung at 973-736-0550 x50 or 201-306-5640.
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