Edison Tweets March 12 – April 30

3/12/1911 Chaparra Sugar Co, one of Cuba’s largest sugar refiners, writes TAE for details about his cement house. TAE says plans not ready 

3/13/1911 Music author and theater manager Robert Grau sends TAE his article “The Synchronium of the Cinematograph and the Phonograph” 

3/14/1911 Edison Co releases film “All For the Love of a Lady” two rivals for Lady Constance Primrose. Love letters misdirected and a duel 

3/15/1911 Edison Co releases film “The Department Store” Shopgirl Katie loses pay. Friends slip bills into her bag. Confused cop says Theft? 

3/16/1911 TAE praises City Beautiful League of Knoxville, Tennessee 

3/17/1911 Edison Co releases film “The Wedding Bell.” Slumlord’s daughter gets typhoid visiting Pop’s tenants. He repents. Does she recover? 

3/17/1911 Jilted lover Jose Boveda enters office of National Phonograph Co in West Orange and shoots Iva Reed, then kills himself 

3/17/1911 Jose Boveda, a Spanish translator, was fired from the Edison Co. six weeks before shooting 19 year old Iva Reed 

3/18/1911 TAE tells Alexander Contner that he is too busy to deal with his discovery of the secret of bird flight 

3/18/1911 TAE writes to James Porter of Youngstown, Ohio that his son can visit the lab any time he wants 

3/19/1911 Mrs. Edison updates son Charles on life at Glenmont. TAE plays the piano alone downstairs while Madeleine entertains friends 

3/20/1911 600 attend funeral of slain Edison worker Iva Reed in East Orange. No one except mother and sisters attend service for Jose Boveda 

3/21/1911 Edison Co releases film “The Test of Love” An operation restores Edith’s sight, Henry fears her reaction to her homely benefactor 

3/22/1911 TAE declines to give his opinion about giving women the right to vote 

3/22/1911 Edison Co releases film “Who Gets the Order?”  Jinks and Blinks compete for a sale and sabotage each other in a dash to the finish 

3/22/1911 TAE signs application for US patent 1,204,420 for improvement in sound box for disc phonograph 

3/22/1911 electric light associate Edward Johnson asks TAE if he can supply nickel sheets 100 ft x 8 inches. TAE says come and experiment 

3/23/1911 Count Leo Tolstoy, son of War and Peace author, visits TAE at West Orange lab 

3/24/1911 Edison Co releases film “The Disreputable Mr. Raegen” Falsely accused, Raegen chases the real thief and finds an abandoned child  

3/25/1911 Funk & Wagnalls Dictionary asks TAE for correct term for telephone message, TAE says “phonogram” would be the proper word 

3/26/1911 Edward Johnson accepts TAE’s invite to visit West Orange lab and experiment on nickel sheets 

3/27/1911 TAE says “we have so many ideas which we are working out that will keep the laboratory busy for years” 

3/28/1911 Edison Co releases film “Jim the Mule Boy” Miner Jim finds a young intruder deep in the mine. An explosion traps them. What next? 

3/29/1911 Edison Co releases film “April Fool” Two students seek shelter from an April shower. Romance ensues 

3/29/1911 John Pratt of Milwaukee suggests to TAE that phonograph records be used to reproduce publications for the blind 

3/30/1911 TAE makes notes and sketches an improved disc phonograph diaphragm for a patent application 

3/31/1911 Edison Co releases film “Between Two Fires” Love and espionage in the Franco-Prussian War 

4/1/1911 TAE donates $100 to help erect YMCA building in Port Huron, Michigan, site of his boyhood home 

4/2/1911 Mrs. Edison encourages West Orange Health Board to fumigate all cellars to kill female mosquitos 

4/3/1911 TAE signs application for US patent 1,078,266 for disc phonograph sound box 

4/4/1911 Edison Co releases film “Monsieur” A French aristocratic widower moves to NYC and works as a waiter to support his daughter 

4/4/1911 Edison Co signs 1 year contract with recording artist Manuel Romain for $840 

4/5/1911 Edison Co releases film “The Resurrection of John” John listed as train wreck victim but a tramp who stole his ticket dies instead 

4/6/1911 storage battery sales manager William Bee forwards autographed photo of TAE to Henry Ford 

4/6/1911 William Bee says TAE wants Henry Ford to visit him in West Orange – “he would be very pleased to meet Mr. Ford” 

4/7/1911 Edison Co signs 1 year contract with recording artist Elizabeth Spencer for $780 

4/7/1911 TAE signs application for US patent 1,167,484 for method to lower cost of producing nickel hydroxide for storage batteries 

4/7/1911 Edison Co releases film “Nell’s Last Deal” Her gambler father arrested, Nell teaches Sunday school. All the men vie for her hand 

4/8/1911 Ingersoll Memorial Assn asks TAE to speak at unveiling of Robert Ingersoll statue in Peoria, Ill. TAE declines but donates money 

4/8/1911 TAE admired the 19th century agnostic Robert Ingersoll -- “Some day when the veil of superstition is lifted Ingersoll will stand out as a great personality” 

4/8/1911 Pastor R.B. Smith of St. Paul’s AME Church in Orange, NJ sends TAE receipt for his $20 donation to church mortgage fund 

4/9/1911 TAE supports various family members. On this date in 1911 his niece, Nellie Poyer Edison, asks him to send this month’s check as soon as possible 

4/10/1911 TAE asks Niagara Alkali Co for price of electrolytic cell to make sodium hydroxide and chlorine for storage batteries 

4/11/1911 Edison Co releases film “The Strike at the Mines” An orphan foils a plan to blow up a dam and flood a mine 

4/12/1911 Newark masseuse Selma Axelson bills Mrs. Edison $6 for three massages 

4/13/1911 Mary Todd Lincoln Memorial Assn asks TAE to be honorary vice president and give money for memorial at Sayre College. TAE declines 

4/14/1911 Edison Co releases film A Buried Past. Ex-con John runs for mayor. Someone threatens to expose him but is killed in a bar fight 

4/15/1911 TAE tells Charles Matthews of Washington D.C. that he has not invented an instrument for the relief of the deaf 

4/17/1911 New York World invites TAE to attend demonstration of new telegraph instrument invented by Patrick B. Delaney 

4/18/1911 Edison Co releases film “The Haunted Sentinel Tower” Louise’s resentful father fights her castle guard lover on the parapet 

4/18/1911 TAE phones Mrs Edison – “our young chauffer has run the car into a pole & smashed it badly” Suggests hiring another driver 

4/19/1911 Edison Co releases film “How Spriggins Took Lodgers” B&B owner Spriggins tries to keep his warring guests from killing each other 

4/20/1911 Edison Co signs one year contract with recording artist Frank X. Doyle for $780 

4/21/1911 Edison Co releases film “Turned to the Wall” Disowned by her family after her marriage, widow Edith’s son re-unites the family 

4/22/1911 TAE Jr tells TAE about failure to make car out of used parts, asks dad to buy him a new car 

4/23/1911 Edison Co signs two year contract with Luigi Marini for $500 a year 

4/24/1911 The Women’s Club of Fort Myers asks Mina Edison to donate money to buy encyclopedias for the Fort Myers library 

4/25/1911 Edison Co releases “The Twin Towers” - a Royalist and his bride escape from the mob during the French Revolution’s Reign of Terror 

4/26/1911 Edison Co releases film “The Two Heroes” 2 Civil War privates reach the battle flag at the same time and argue over who gets it 

4/26/1911 Edison Co signs one year contract with recording artist Anna Chandler for $500 a year 

4/27/1911 William Kibbee of Hinckley, Minn asks TAE to put phonograph on front of car to play recorded safety message “Hi There! Look Out!”

4/28/1911 Edison Co releases film “The Child and the Tramp” A tramp prevents thieves from stealing a family’s money 

4/29/1911 TAE offers diet advice-cut down your food gradually. Don’t use the table as a social adjunct - it causes too much food to be taken 

4/29/1911 TAE says he only sleeps from 5 to 5 ½ hours a day. “But it is profound sleep and I rise perfectly refreshed” 

4/30/1911 C. Dixon of Clarksville, Tenn asks TAE his opinion of lightening rods to protect his barn – says lightening very bad in his area 
