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Writer and director 
Michelle Ferrari and 
director of photog-
raphy Rafael de la Uz 
will discuss the mak-
ing of their American 
Experience documen-
tary Edison on Satur-
day, March 28 at 

2:00 p.m. at the laboratory complex.  Join us for a 
lively conversation moderated by Mark Texel, director 
of the New Jersey State Park Service and a board mem-
ber of Advocates for New Jersey History. Reservations 
are required and can be made by calling (973) 736-
0550, extension 89. Prior to the afternoon program, 
Edison will be shown in its entirety at 10:30 a.m.  Ad-
mission to the screening and Meet the Filmmakers is 
free and open to the public. 
 
Edison, which premiered on the PBS history series 
American Experience in January, explores the life and 
times of America’s most famous inventor.  The program 
was a showcase for scores of documents, sound record-
ings, and historical photographs from the Archives. 
 
Michelle Ferrari 
is a graduate of 
the University of 
California, 
Berkeley, and 
holds an M.A. in 
American histo-
ry from Colum-
bia University.  
A screenwriter 
and story editor 
for nearly two 
decades, she has 
written several 

episodes of the American Experi-
ence, including Silicon Valley, Pan-
ama Canal, The Poisoner’s Hand-
book, War of the Worlds, Las Ve-
gas:  An Unconventional History, 
Miss America, and Seabiscuit, 
which earned her a Primetime Em-
my Award for Outstanding Writing. 
Ferrari’s work has been seen on 
HBO, PBS, and at film festivals na-
tionwide, and has received awards 
from the Writer’s Guild of America, 
the Organization of American Histo-
rians and the Sundance Film Festi-
val. 

 
 

Rafael de la Uz is a 
graduate of the Universi-
ty of Havana. He also 
earned a degree in cine-
matography from the 
International School of 
Film and Television in 
San Antonio de los Ba-
ños, Cuba. De la Uz’s 
cinematography credits 
include The Cuban 
Game, a feature length 
documentary that earned 
the BBC’s Grierson Award and acclaim from film festi-
vals around the world. His other works include Venezue-
la: Revolution in Progress for Discovery/Times 
TV, Alive Day Memories: Home from Iraq for HBO 
and Roads to Memphis for American Experience. 
 

This program is part of Thomas Edison NHP’s 2015 
theme IN OTHER WORDS…, a year-long series of 
events that examine past and contemporary interpreta-
tions of the Edison story.   

Meet The Filmmakers of Edison on American Experience  

Rafael de la Uz  

Michelle Ferrari     

Mark Texel 

SAVE THE DATE:  EDISON DAY IS JUNE 6 



Thomas Edison Na onal Historical Park was 
established to preserve and protect Thomas Alva 
Edison’s West Orange Laboratory, home, and 
collec ons for the educa on and inspira on of 
people worldwide. 
 

Thomas Edison Na onal Historical Park 

211 Main Street  

West Orange, NJ  07052 

Web site: www.nps.gov/edis 

Email: edis_superintendent@nps.gov 

 

Visitor Informa on 

973‐736‐0550 x11 

Fax:  973‐243‐7172 

 

The Na onal Park Service cares for the special 
places saved by the American people so that all 
may experience our heritage. 
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Edison’s Last Breath? 
The Smithsonian Takes 

Another Look  
 

Laura Clark, a writer and editor 
based in Pittsburgh, recently re-
ported for Smithsonian.com on 
the strange story of Edison’s “last 
breath.” 
 

A test tube, found in 1978 at the 
Henry Ford Museum, was accom-
panied by a note supposedly 
by Charles Edison stating: “This 

is the test tube you requested from my father’s bedroom,” which led to 
speculation that Ford had attempted to capture Edison’s last breath.  
After all, he had already captured the remnants of Edison’s Menlo Park 
laboratory and rebuilt them in Dearborn, Michigan. 
 

A simpler explanation emerged in the 1980s with the discovery of a 
1953 letter from Charles explaining that the tube was a gift and not 
commissioned by Ford: 
 

“During Mr. Edison’s last ill-
ness there was a rack of eight 
empty test tubes close to his 
bedside. They were from his 
work bench in the Chemical 
Room at the Laboratory in 
West Orange. Though he is 
mainly remembered for his 
work in electrical fields, his 
real love was chemistry. It is 
not strange, but symbolic, that 
those test tubes were close to 
him at the end. Immediately 
after his passing I asked Dr. 
Hubert S. Howe, his attending 
physician, to seal them with 
paraffin. He did. Later I gave 
one of them to Mr. Ford.” 
 

The sealed test tube is still on 
display at the Henry Ford Mu-
seum.  Ms. Clark concludes, “It 

is one of the only artifacts of its kind, a reminder of 
both a friendship and the fleeting mortality of even 
the most successful men.” 

Message from the Superintendent 
 

Winter came late and is holding on, but I am certain that 
warm temperatures are just around the corner.  April is 
shaping up to be an exciting month for the National Park 
Service as we prepare to celebrate National Park Week, 
Junior Ranger Day, and Volunteer Week.  For many parks 
in the northern half of the United States it often kicks off a 
“busy season” that lasts through October.   
 

This April the NPS, in partnership with the National Park 
Foundation, will be launching a major marketing cam-
paign centered on the Service’s Centennial Celebration 
which will run through December 2016. The most im-
portant thing to remember about the celebration and cam-
paign is its overarching goal: to connect with and create 
the next generation of park visitors, supporters and advo-
cates.     
 

Some Centennial events and activities have already 
launched, many bearing the Centennial logo that parks are 
already using on correspondence, posters, and pins that 
employees have been authorized to wear on their uni-
forms.  It’s an exciting time with much more information 
to come on opportunities to participate and celebrate the 
National Park Service’s 100th.  You can rest assured that 
we will be active participants in the celebration! 
 

As we lead up to the official kick-off of the Centennial 
campaign in April, don’t miss two great upcoming events 
in March that are featured in this edition.  Be sure to mark 
your calendars for New Jersey’s Makers’ Day on March 
21 as we celebrate New Jersey’s long history in innovation 
and manufacturing.  The park will be “fee free” that day so 
be sure to visit.  On March 28 the filmmakers of Edison 
shown on American Experience will be at the laboratory 
complex to discuss ttheir film and answer your questions 
(reservations are required).  More information is in the 
cover page story.  Have a great spring and I do hope to see 
you around the park! 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Tom Ross 
Edison, Ford, and Francis Jehl at the recon-
structed Menlo Park lab in Dearborn, Michi-
gan, October 1929.  They attended the celebra-
tion of Light’s Golden Jubilee and the opening 
of the Edison Institute (later the Henry Ford 
Museum). 

MuseumWeek is March 23 to 
29. Museums around the 
world will have a chance to 
celebrate their treasures on 
Twitter.  Thomas Edison Na-
tional Historical Park will be 
joining the fun.  You can fol-
low our postings every day at 
#thomasedisonnhp and learn 
more about Edison and the 
Park. 

A test tube from  Edison’s bedside on 
display at the Henry Ford Museum.  It 
does NOT contain his last breath! 
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Do you know about maker culture?  It’s a movement that has been gaining speed and popularity over the last few 
years especially among entrepreneurs, creative professionals, and young people.  Maker culture focuses on mak-
ing, tinkering and STEM-based learning (STEM is Science/Technology/Engineering/Math).  The maker move-
ment in the United States isn’t just a hobby; it’s having a dramatic effect on school curricula and local economies.  
New Jersey boasts many locations with maker spaces and studios, and the state certainly has a proven commit-
ment to creation, development, and invention.  

On Saturday, March 21, New Jersey residents will come together in libraries, schools, museums, homes, and oth-
er community locations to celebrate making and maker culture.  Thomas Edison National Historical Park is 
pleased to be one of over 130 sites across all 21 New Jersey counties participating in New Jersey Makers’ 
Day.  We’re inviting our visitors and neighbors of all ages to join us for an exciting day filled with activities fo-
cusing on maker culture.  Here’s what’s happening throughout the day at the laboratory complex on Main Street.  
No reservations are required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Join Us for New Jersey 
Makers’ Day  

at the Lab 

Invent Like Edison  
11:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
See how tall you can build a 
structure using straws, paper 
clips, and pipe cleaners that 
can balance a golf ball on 
top. 

What Can You Make From 
a Toothbrush?  
11:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
With supplies like a tooth-
brush, motor, batteries and 
stickers can you create a ro-
bot?  This program has limited 
supplies and is offered on a 
first come/first served basis. 

Can You Make a Polymer?  
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
What’a polymer?  Be like Edi-
son the Chemist and mix to-
gether ordinary household 
items to create your very own 
polymer. 

Lights, Camera, Action!  
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Let’s make a movie!!  Movies 
are nothing but individual pic-
tures moving so rapidly that 
your eye cannot tell they are 
single photographs.  Using 
iPads, we will make stop-
motion movies.  What sort of 
film will you make? 
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The Lab Notebook is a quarterly publica on 
of Thomas Edison Na onal Historical Park. 

Editor 

Edward Wirth 
 

Contributors 

Terri Jung 

Michelle Mihalkovitz  

Karen Sloat‐Olsen 
 

Comments? Write to: 

Thomas Ross, Superintendent 

Thomas Edison Na onal Historical Park 

211 Main Street  

West Orange, NJ  07052 

Volunteers‐In‐Parks Coordinator  

Thomas Edison Na onal Historical Park 
 

Karen Sloat‐Olsen 

973‐736‐0550 x 17 phone  

karen _sloat‐olsen@nps.gov 
 

www.nps.gov/edis  Click on 
“Support the Na onal Park Service” 

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA 

Na onal Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Thomas Edison Na onal Historical Park 

211 Main Street  

West Orange, NJ  07052 

This previously unknown photograph of Mr. Edison with 
his pint of Guinness was spotted at Ricalton’s Village Tav-
ern in South Orange.   
 
You learn something new every day. 

2016 is the centennial of the National Park 
Service.  You’ll be seeing our centennial logo 
on The Lab Notebook and elsewhere through 
next year. 
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