
What Makes Devils Tower Special?
After watching the video “Devils Tower: America’s 1st National Monument,” 
answer as many of the questions below as you can.

1.) What is the material that formed the rock of the Tower?

2.) Which type of rock forms the Tower? (circle one)

Sedimentary Metamorphic Igneous

3.) What powerful force of nature and geology exposed the Tower?

4.) Can you name any American Indian tribes who have connections with the Tower?

5.) What does the Indian name “Mato Tipila” mean?

6.) What are the colorful cloths and bundles on the trees around the Tower? Why are they important?

9.) What president designated the Tower as the first national monument?

10.) List at least one more cool fact you learned which makes the Tower special:

7.) Name some of the habitats at Devils Tower National Monument:

8.) Name some of the animals found at Devils Tower National Monument:



Critical Thinking and Discussion Questions

1.) What industry first drove early European explorers west? What kinds of impacts do you think this 
had on the ecosystem? How could this have influenced American Indian cultures?

2.) What inspired white settlers to move into the Black Hills? Who lived in the Black Hills prior to this? 
How did this immigration affect the previous residents?

4.) How did the Great Depression benefit the National Park Service and places like Devils Tower?

3.) What 1906 Act was used to make the Tower a national monument? To create a national park takes 
an act of Congress; who has authority to create a national monument? Is it fair for one person to 
have the ability to protect federal (public) land? Why or why not?

5.) What were some events that increased visitation to Devils Tower National Monument? Are more 
visitors good or bad? What changes would the park need to accomodate more visitors? What are 
some reasons people visit Devils Tower National Monument?

6.) Why does the park ask visitors not to climb during June? Is this fair? Why or why not?

For use after watching “Devils Tower: America’s 1st National Monument”


