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HISTORICAL EVENTS AT THE DEVILS POSTPILE
By Richard ]. Hartesveldt, Ranger Naturalist

EDITOR'S MOTE: Ewar since s sslebiishmenl In 1311, the greo which contoing this curious
gaolagieal phenomencon has been officially namad Devil Postpile Nabonal Mormument, Esarly
mops hod given the name of the remarkable formotion as ''Tevils Pestplle” whils "Dewil's”
wag always the notural way 1o proncunce if, gs well os o write |, The ward “Devil” without
the possessive "3 or g is the longstonding rasult of elther an suor or o decision, for 'Dew]
Postpils” arpeacs on the U, 5, Geological Survey’s topogrophic map of Yaosemlle Nealignal
fork ga-early os the sditien of 1904 (when the park still included the pesiplle oregl—7 yeors
betore the monument was crsatsd,  Pmbably this coussd the cmission of the “s" fiom ths
Pragidentiol proclomotion that brought the monument into existence, and "Devil” stonds as
the officiol spelling to this doy, Il hos been so designoted herviofors in Yoswewrite Nature Nofes,
porticularly in the special issue entilled ''The Devil Fosiplls Notional Monumeni," Vol 31, No,
10, eleber 1952, However, there i2 now under conslderotion a propesal fo chonge the efficial
nama ol the menument beck- to "Devils” (withou! the -gposirophe, s is customary in ploce
adames, such o5 Clouds Restl, and aliecdy the Notonal Beord on Geogrophls Names hos op-
graved the speling for the posiplle feciure isell To apply the new spelling  offisial.
v 1o ihe noticnal monument will requirs o Presidential prociamation, In the maaniima, in non-
lagal ueage, it is proper to reter to the ovea as Devile Posiplle National Mounment, and tha

term gppesrs in this anlicle except where the formsr spelling is specifically callad for.

Histeries—thase writlen oocounts
of human adventures, accomplish-
ments, foriunes, and misforlinss—
generally heave been well recorded
in the Stoie of California. One ex-
ception i5 that of the Devils Postpile
area, where the principal remaining
knowledge 3 preserved in the
memeories of men who worksd in
or vigited the wvolley of the Middle
Fork of the Son Joagquin River meamy
vaars ago, cnd who recall some of
the history that has been possed
down to them by word of meuth.
The written recaord 1s all but albsent
for the early vears. The story has
been confused, loo, by o gregt vori-
ance in the nomatives of this area
as iold by differenit people.

The actual doie of discovery of
the postpile by white mom is un-

known, though it is presumed to be
about 1849 or a litle loter during
the California gold tush., The first
information about the Middle Fork
vailey is closely associated with the
mining boom at Mammoth Lakes on
the eostern slops of the Sierra Ne-
vada, a short distonoe from the
postpile. Sheepherders, wha had
used the necrby meadows for graz-
ing, are thoughi to hove given the
Devils Postpile its name. Satem's
title waos often assignsd o scenic
trectks by these hard-working, God-
tearing men. The earliest name ap-
plied to this one is helieved to have
been Devil's Woodpils. Ancther
deslgnation given to a similar area
of horlzontal basalt columns ex-
posed by eroslon was Devil's Posi-
office,
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~In the spring of 1877, James
| Parker discovered several wellde-
lined veins of silverbearing quartz
i the vieinity of Mammoth Lakes.
Poople commenced to [lock Into the
reqion 1o seek mineral wealth, and
on June 20 of that year the Mam-
moth Lake Mining Distrlet was or
ganized by Parker, N. B Lowe, N
D Smith, and B. 8 Maortin. Lowe
was elected choirmon and Poarksr
gsecreiory. Loter the property wos
purchased by a General Dedge,
who hod ather Investmenis in Bodie,
and a 20-stamp mill was consatruct-
ed, Within o year, 3 communities,
boasting 150 houses, had become
established in the district. In Sep-
tember 1878 Mammath City had o
population of 2 people {ond @
salocns), Fine City 100, and Monu-
mental 150, Tweo of the nearby lakes
turmished waterpower for the stomp
mill end a sowmill. The forest ond
plentilul  water supply were big
asseis fo these new liftle towns, By
December 1878 the Lake District
promised o be one of the most
profitable areas in the State. While
the beoutiful mounidin scenery woas
highly apeken of, the gcoounts tailed
o toke notice of the postpile.

At Agnew Meodow, north of the
Devils Postplle, was another wven-
ture, the mines of which may hove
been in the wvicinity of Loke Edizn
mnd the Minarets, The ecommunity
had o blockhouse thot commemded
all directions, and it remoined as
late a= 1912. No sarly mention weis
made of this fortified building, bul
The San  Franciseo  Sunday Call in
March 1812 commented on  the
number of bullet holes cround the
windows which suggested violent
aggression  with  other miners or
possibly hostile Indicma.

In 1879 o large, red-becrded mon
namad Red Solcher moved into a
meadow just south of the Devils
Poslpile to herd shesp. In whot iz
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now Reds Meadows, bewring hia
nickname, he found that he could
grow vegelables thal were in huge
demand by the miners of the Mam-
moth Lakes areq. So great was the
desire for these fresh products thol
Sotcher  received fabulous prices
for their sale in Mommeth City, a
town of 1,500 population by 1880.
There ore also rumors that he wos
a cattle- and horsethie! and that he
operated on both sides of the Sierra,
stealing horses on the west side
and selling them on the esast, and
stealing cattle on the east side and
selling them on the west. Although
it is known that most people were
afraid of Sotcher for scme reoson,
the reportz of cattle stealing are not
confirmed by newspoper accounts
of that dey.

It is surprising thet the Devils
Postpile wos scarcely referred to at
this time becouse the old Mammoth
Trail from Fresne Flats possed very
close 1o it Also known o= the
French Troll, after the encineer who
built it, it bore the grectest number
of people omd much freight into the
fomed Lake District. James Hiteh-
ings, Callfornia publisher cnd pio-
neer hotel owner in Yosemile Vel
ley, is reputed to hove made a trip
to the postpile {dote unknown, but
possibly in the 1870'=) to make its
first phetograph. No record of this
trip or the photogroph iz found in
any of hiz published bocks.

The next mention in Ilteralurs
dedling with the Devils Postpile
came in the years following the es-
tablishmeni of Yosemiie National
Pork in 1890. The park’s original
boundary encompassed o largs
area. southeast of its present limits
ond included the Dewils Postpile,
Rainbow Fall, and the spectoculor
Minaret-Bonner-Ritter romge, The re-
porte of scme of Yozemite's eorly
milltary  superintendents called
slight attention to the area. Visito-
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ime was low and

v unlll the first rood was
ar Mincret Summit
} Lokes in the 1920's. In
; Cel. 5 M. Young, ac
Blperintendent, recommended in his
port that the sum of §7.000
for improvemsnts
Tral throuah Reds
Meodows, i remoined
administrators o
to the posk
dortions.
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Iroem

el

0 the Man
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dor  Joder Army
moke oactuol refe
plle in similcr
During  the
pificer-superintendents
Burs from mining groups
thet the rather
Rastern porti
Perk be excluded from poark status,
Ditferent points of view concerning
thi= section were held by the suc-
fessive Army men who ware
ghorged with Yosemite's care. In
1898 Copt. Joseph E. Caine, the oct-
Incr superintendent, m one of his re
ports o the Sscretary of the Interior,
leuched on the Devils Postpile, the

enco
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& Springs In con-
to contrel ool
the abundant
. Reds Meod
the park poirol
stations. Captain Caine is on record
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Minarets, ard Sod
nection with patrols

respdssers  In

thict cires
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thess place:
ibounds  in

53 g oI
rcrhurl
be pro-

wis
"country
wornders
fecled,’” He thed 1 was
important that protection be afforded
the hecdwa of the San Jooguin.

The i mining, weler,
cnd grazing ecamae
stronger ond finally o commissicn
was appointed to study the request-
edd chemges in the park's boundary.
The mineral values of the south-
eastern section were given coreful
consideration and the cocmmission
concurrad that there were desirable
deposits there. One engineer's re-
port, in 1904, showed such properties
in the Shodow Creek ond King
Creek oreas. Its author was greatly
impressed with the remarkable bo-
salt columns of the postpile and =o

interestz b

\,_1 ek

cowrbny of U 8. Fereid Serivdce

Huler,

Hillside in Devils Postplle area, composed of expoied ends of some tilted columns.
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expressed himeell in his wriling,. De-
gpite the lavorable comments on the
eslhetle values of the area moe
thor S00 square miles of the south
easiern ond western porls of Yoo
samite National Fark were, in 1805,
withdrown and returned o national
forest siatus so that their resources
could be exploited.

Gome who troveled through the
Devils Postpile area in 1309 tell ol
visiing o man noamed Moore {first
name unknown) who was living in
o cabin ol the foot of the postpile.
The cabin, which was well fur
nished and wvery cleon, had been
built not long belore, presumably by
Moore. He wos an excesdingly well-
dressed man, for one who lived in
such on outoltheway ploce, ond
wWos seen wedring expenalve Eno-
lich tweeds, fine hals, emd hoots.
He had several men working for
him on his mining propsrty west of
the posipile, possibly near King
Creak. Only recenily, heovy snows

LR

TR R YN -~

have counsd the aging cabin 1o
collopse, Not for om i, on the
west side of the Bem Joaguin River,
cre piles of shoakes that meoay hove
been cul by Moore and were lsif
over trom the cabin constroction or
wera Intended lor repoirs to the
roof.

Presentdoy travelsrs o the post-
pile «re confronted with  several
stories concerning the old “hermil's
cabin.” OF Mr. Moore, the story,
though brief, is undouktedly correct.
Ol later occupants, the tales are
fragmentary and confllcting, Cne of
them credils an Emest Card of In-
cline, California;, with the building
ol the cabin. It may be that he was
amployed by Moore for this pur-
pose, Mony old-timers sov thal an
untriendly hermit lived in the shelter
for several years, and in the early
1820's moved forther west becouss
of the increcsed number of tisher-
men who came inte the valley when
the rood was built,

b _ ":.-::'ﬂﬂi-'&"_';-."*.:‘.,:; : _' i
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The cabin in 1734, before its collopse, viewed from the Devils Postpile above it,
Middle Fork of the Son Joaquin River in bockground,

Amderons
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: “Pogtpile Jos.!" Cne ag-
glctes that he started using it
_2+ It is known thot he wos re

it one arm, he is reported to have
n o good worker and skillful

a5 the harrmt who dwelt in ths
2 cabin for so long, except for a

"Postpile Joe" is that he
g friendly and was acclaimed g
__1&-::}1.15 liair,

& mory hove settled at Beds Mead-
e becouse he i supposed to
igve. fallen il one of the "holl-
g sorings and was hall drowned,
@lf cocked fo desath.”

= atter the Hme of the com-
ission studies in the pestpile areq,
e oddity of this geclogleal formos
fn become more renowned and
& firet newspaper articles about
ere published, Anxious lo glve
expll::natu:m for Lhe dierstroighi

oS Dn-::e Ithe lquid 1:u:|:-
ﬂcwed in a mollen torrent
b a nearby croter, phinged over
 precipice, split into prisms, and
grdenied in mid-cir” It was sev-
el veors belore Dr. Fromeols Mat-
gz and other investiootors gove
8 o much subdued but more logi-
il version of how the remarkable
Blumns were actually formed.*

In 1810 Mr. Walter L. Huber, then
strict engineer for the U. 5. Forest

=

Service ot San Franclsco, received o
filing for permission lo blast the
Devils Postplle inte the San Joagquin
River to lorm o rockfll dom from
which water could be  conducted
post Roinbow Fall o be used in
mining operations, Mr. Huber, who
was personally  opposed 1o this
trargic destruction, discussed the ap-
plication with his superior, Districl
Forester F. E. Olmatad. At Mr. Olm-
sted's request, Mr. Huber called on
aificlals of the Sierra Club to ex-
gmine the situalon. Williom E.
Colby, then secretory of the club,
took it up with Prof, Jeseph N, Le-
Conte of the University of Colifornic
who was more intimolely asquaint-
ed with the postpile than any other
person of his day. The two men
soon thereafter presented to District
Foreater Olmsted their chiectlon 16
the gromting of this permit. M
Hubsr was also in allendonce at
this conference. They were advised
that Mr. Henry 8. Groves, the chist
forester of the United Siates, would
be in Son Froncisco shortly  eand
that they could make their protest
to him if thev so desirad,

The mesting wilh the chisl foresi-
er was held and when the evidenca
wosg heard, Mr. Graves asked Mo
Olmsted if they desired o nationel
monument to be estohlished for that
arga, When a strong affirmotive re
piy was given, Mr, Huker was des-
ignoted to prepore a draft of o proc-
lamation with the required mop and
to have it in Washington In tlme
for the chief forester to present it io
Jumes Wilson, then secretary of
Agriculhare, who in tum wos o
submit it with a fovorable recom-
mendation to the President. At the
same time, John Muir, Joseph Le-
Conte, and E. T. Parsons of the
Sierra Club wrole lelters to the

6o "'The Geclegic Story of the Devils Postplle” by HAlshard [, Haresveldl, Yosewrite Nafwre

fores 31(10):138-148, October 1952.—Ed.



Pragldent al the Unlled Stites ond
to the Secrelaries ol Agrleulture and
the Interior, urging that the Presi-
dent agve the postpile by making |l
a nalional monument, Acting upon
thase recommendations, and cuthor-
ized by the Act tor the Preservg
tion of Americomn  Antiguities, of
19058, President Howord Talt pro-
claimed the area Devil Postpils
Matonal Menument on JTuly §, 1911

The new monument was af first
in the charas of the U. 5. Foresl
Sarvice whose lond surrounded it
It was but little visited until the first
mining road waos built info the val-
ley in which it lies. Even then the
administrative duties were ligh! be-
eause the very poor guality of the
rood waz nel Inviling to mony
motorists. On, August 10, 1933, after
a recrganization in the U, 5. De-
partment of the Interior, the jurisdic
tien of Devils Postpile National Mon-
ument was given to the National
Park Service. Then on March 24,
1934, the superntendent ol Yosemilz
MNational Pork was mode respon-
sible for lts protection ond supervi-

sion,

From that yeor untll Waorld War
I, o romger was stationed each
summer at Soda Springs Meadow,
a gquarter of @ mile from the posi-
pile, Laock of sufficient funds during
the war made administration from

osemite Valley, 126 driving miles
distant,  improctical. Through a
temporary cooperative armangsmert!
with the U. 8. Forest Servies, the
nallonal monument was again puat
under its care. During one summer,
soon oafter the war, a park ranger
from Yosemile woas stationed thers,
but it was not until 1952 that cmother
agreement wos mades, returning the
momagemant of Devils Postpile Na-
tional Menument again to Yosemite
National Park. In the summer of
1952 an orgonized interpretive serv-

Gladier Stmdia

Mr. Walter L. Huber, whose forsighted ef
farts set in motion o troin of events leading
to the creation of Devils Postpile Motional
Monument in 1911, Then district engineer
for the L. 5. Forest Service in San Francisco,
he also prepared the draft of the proclama-
tien octed wpon by President Howaord Toft,
and made the survey which established the
baundaries of the naticnal monument. As
befitting o conservationist of his - standing,
Mr, Huber was appointed [ast yvear to the
Advisory Boord on Mational Parks, Historic
Sites, Buildings, and Monuments,

vice by o ronger noturalist was
initoted, econsisting of ewvening
camplire  octivities aond  trailsids

contects at the postpile. The pro
gram met with considerohle popu
larity.

Today the bounderies of the
monument are the same as they
were when tt owas established, e
cording to Mr. Huber's survey. The
posipile is located in the valley of
the Middle Fork of the San Jooguin
River, about 29 miles east of Yo
semite Valley, and just wesl of the
Sierran eredt, The monument g 24
miles long and holf o mile wide,
making o toial area of 1% squars
miles. The elevation waries betwsen
7,100 feet and 7,800 feet.
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1853 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT IN YOSEMITE VALLEY
By Walter . and Erma Fitzpatrick

The annual Christmas bird count
tken in cnd adiccent to Yosemite
Villey between El Porlal, elevation
W0 feet, and Mirror Loke, elevo-
o 4000 feet, with on additional
P up the Waowona and Glacier
wint Roads fo gbove Badger Poss,
vadion 7,600 feet, was conducted
| December 27, 1955, The weather
Wiz morked by severe contrasts.
hile al] the day -was clear, there
boalmy lemperotures and no
at El Porial, while in the upper
Bors the day was characierized by
slrong winds, with gusiz up o
8 miles per hour. Many trees ware
ewn down in the park, and [or
o time the Glacier Point Road was
osed o fraftic. Temperatures were
wesonally mild, ronging from 287
b 69°. There was very little snow on
.ﬂmund this lving malnly at the
elevallons and mostly in

rctic threetoed woodpecker, might

k& found, since both are resident in
af  area.  However, the strong

= effectively ruined birding ot

ot elevation.

' The 22 participonts, working in 5

i« recorded 50 species and

It doas break all records for the total
it individuals, This is accounted for
¥ the loct thot the day waos ex
eptionally  fovorable in the El
ortcl oreq, cmd altogether abnos
ol counts were mode on some
becles, notably lark sparrows and

Thurher's juncos, An interesting ob-
servation of only one pine siskinwos
mode by bMr., Normon Herkenhom
af the museum staff, It is probabls
that other siskins were present In the
areda, although huddled, out of =ight
in the trees agaoinst the very strong
winds.

The detailed count follows: Cali-
tornics heron, 1; Americom mergan-
gsr, 1; sharpshinned howk, L;
western red-tailed hawk, 9; golden
eagle, 2; duck hawk, 2Z; sastern
sparrow hawk, 3 bond-tailed  pi-
geon, 332 {est.); Caolilornia pyomy
owl, 2 western belled kinglisher, 1;
red-shafted  flicker, 10; California
woodpecker, 32 willow woodpeck-
er, 2 Nuttall's woodpecker, 1;
northern white-headed woodpeckear,
4: black phosbke, 9; Soy's phosbe,
1: Bluedfronted jov, 101; long-tailed
jery, 42 shorttailed chickades, 295
{est); ploin titmouse, 31; California
bush-tit, 46; slender-hilled nutheaich,
2. red-breasted nuthatch, 8; Sierra
cresper, 18; pallid wren-tll, 9; dip-
per, 31; San Joaguin Bewick's wren,
B: dotted wren, 17; sage thrasher, 2;
northern varied thrush, 2; Alaska
hermit thrush, 12; Townsend's soli-
taire, 1; western golden-crowned
kinglet, 483 (esl); western ruby-
crowned kinglet, 26; English spar-
row, B; Kern red-wingsd blackbird,
1: Brewer's blackbird, 13; Cassin's
purple  finch, 1] f{est) common
house finch, 100 (ssl.); northern pine
siskin, |; areen-backed goldiinch,
40; Socramento towhee, 72; Soacro-
mento  brown towhse, 200 {est)
wastern lark =porrow, 300 (est);
glatecolored  junco, 1; Thurbet's
junco, 503 flest); goldencrowned
sparrow, B4; fox sporrow, 2 Modoo
SONg  aparrow, 2.
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A SEQUOIA DISTURBED

By Daniel D. Deliman, Ranger Naturalist

April of the year 1335 felt the
ground  in the Mariposg Grove
shake and quiver as the giant Utah
Tree strained to keep erect its ence-
meus bulk. Named by the enter
prising Washburmn Brothers in ths
aorly seventies, the Utah had served
faithiully for many vears in the role
of an exhibition tres.

MNow it was foced with an increas-
ing brittleness, a portial result of its
meny centuries of arowth. Perhaps,
{oo, the disostrous tire of 1BEZ or one
of the earlier recorded forest fires
had helped to weaken the roots ex-
tending from the uphill side of ths
tree. The course of the mad had
besn aitered to reduce the danger
o the General Grant and the Gen-
eral Sheridan, some hundred voards
below the Utah, becouse the road
had formerly wound directly about
the basez of hoth of these lress on
its way arcund the leop, Thus an
advantage lor the two General frees
proved to odd to the undoing of the
Utah, as the new loop must have
come perilously close to the wvast
oot slructure of the big tree, i not
directly damaoging it

Whether from one of these causas
singly or from a combination of all,
the great tree fell in 1935, Fortunete-
Iy for the Mariposa Grove Mussum
located dewnhill from i, the Uiah
f2]l in the oppoeite direction. With
ita mossive roots extending high
inte the air, s fireacorred hose
looming immensely above the view-
er's head, the noble Utah has sines
provided o closeup study of the d=
terdlzs of a fallen giont sequola. Some
of its Ilcliags remalned grsen for
mere than 3 vears after its fodl, for
ita lifle woaa slow to fade,

Even in resl, however, the peacs
of the mammath tree was not to he
complete, Early in July 1953, about
noon, the ranger noturalist on duty
al the museum was asked by the
fire ranger to moke a survey from
nearky Weawona Cbhservation Poinl
just north of the museum about ons
mile. En route to the point by trail
idue to noontme traffic and o one-
way toad, fravel by foot was for
speedier than by car), the aston
ished naturalist found o huge bBlaze
cenlered obout the uppar area ol
the iah Tree, being fed by the
forest detritus ond lmbs of neigh
boring pines cmd firs. Hare was o
garious threat to one of the finssl
portions of the Mariposa Grove. |

In the short spone of an hour, o
crew composed of volunlesr sight-
seers, rongers, lirecontrol guords,
and a divizion of blister-rustcontrol
workers from the adjoining Sterro
Naotiornial Forest was herd ot work
in curking the fire. Available gar
boge coms were pressed into use a=
woter contoiners.  Other  workers
dug the necessary ring in the soil
about the tree to stem the spread
of the lire in the thick forest humus:
Axmen chopped throvgh the nu
merous  atlcched  bhronches  and
limbs to determine the depth of the
fira Into the dried-oul, now less fire
resistont appendages,

The motley crew labored well
into dusk belore the tree was pro-
nounced out of danger. However
rechacks were mode the [ollowing |
day cmd more work was riesdsd
when smoldering was discovered
A total of some 30 men had beer |
employed actively in fAghiing the
potential {orest fire. J
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Lause of the [re? mer ol

'ﬁ. lorest hove told the answer in o
Biply worded sign that now adorns

trewn-gbout, chaorred, eand
Bin-scarred area: This fire was
ited by o careless smoker, [
Bl hove been worse!”

Wiser

erect such
tifom
ite such
on by lire: would
m=t by scornful rebalff,
Even in death the regal figurs
trayed its heritoge proudly.

sodly monkind must

epitaph to o once-maje
of the forest. In the
elforts as destructi
have been

A0

por-

Maoriposa Grove of Giant Sequoias, winter, by Ansal Adoms from ‘“Yosemite
and the Sierrg Mevada,” reproduction by peérmizsion of Houghton Mifflin Co.
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A $1.50 subscription will bring you the
Yosemite story accurately and interestingly told
twelve times a year.

Revenue derived from the activities of the
Yosemite Natural History Association is devoted
entirely to assisting the park naturalist division
in the furtherance of research and the interpreta-
tion of significant interests in Yosemite National
Park.
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Address subscriptions to
Yosemite Natural History Association, Inc,
Box 545, Yosemite National Park, California
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