
    
  

Wolf Population Monitoring in
 
Denali National Park and Preserve, 2013
 



This image cannot currently be displayed. 

Population Area= 15,473 km2 

  
   

   
    

    
       

49 wolves in 11 packs 
Mean pack size = 4.5 wolves 
Population area = 15, 473 square km 
Estimated density = 3.2 wolves per 1,000 square km 
Wolf habitat in Park/Preserve north of continental divide = 17,270 square km 
Wolf population based on estimated density = 55 wolves in 11 packs 



  
   

   
    

    
       

51 wolves in 13 packs 
Mean pack size = 3.9 wolves 
Population area = 17,640square km 
Estimated density = 2.9 wolves per 1,000 square km 
Wolf habitat in Park/Preserve north of continental divide = 17,270 square km 
Wolf population based on estimated density = 50 wolves in 13 packs 
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SPRING AND FALL WOLF DENSITY, DENALI NATIONAL 

PARK AND PRESERVE 1986-2014 
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SPRING AND FALL WOLF COUNTS, DENALI NATIONAL 
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SPRING MEAN PACK SIZE VS. 

NUMBER OF PACKS MONITORED 
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Conclusions: 
•	 Some evidence of a decline in wolf abundance since the 

1990s 
•	 Changes in wolf distribution 
•	 Study underway to estimate effects of removal of breeders, 

denning location, etc. on viewing opportunities 



  
  

 

Dall’s Sheep: 
•	 2012 - 2013 Sheep productivity was 

low 



   
  

 
 

  

 

  

  

     

  
  

  

  
  

  
   

 

  

2013 Sheep Productivity Estimates 
(lambs:100 ewes) 

Wiseman area (9:100) 

Itkillik (no lambs observed; 50% decline total sheep) 

WRST Unit 14 (8:100) 

Lake Clark (29:100) 

Denali (3:100) 
Minto (34:100) 
Dawson Range (34:100) 
Nisling (10:100) 

Caribou/Nares (14:100) 
Gray Ridge (28:100) 

Granger/Fish Lake (10:100) 
WRST Unit 4W (22:100) 

Whitehorse 

Alaska Chapter of The Wildlife Society Data compiled by K. Rattenbury, NPS 
Meeting March 31-April 3, 2014 



    
  

    
    
   

     
  

    
   

     

 Moose:
 

•	 Moose surveys were conducted in November and December 2013 in two 
areas south of the Alaska Range where subsistence users harvest moose. 

•	 Near Cantwell, 360 moose were observed in a 419 mi2 (1,085-km2) area. 
•	 In the upper Yentna River valley (southwest Denali preserve), there were 

an estimated 179 moose in the 728 mi2 (1,885-km2) area. 
•	 Moose numbers in these two areas appear to be stable or increasing 

slightly. 
•	 The 2011 moose survey on the north side of the Alaska Range estimated 

1,477 moose compared to 1,279 in 2008 and 1,104 in 2004.  
•	 Next north side moose survey is scheduled to be conducted in fall 2014. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

   

For more information:
 

http://www.nps.gov/dena/naturescience/wolves.htm
 

Steve Arthur: steve_arthur@nps.gov 

OR
 

Bridget Borg: bridget_borg@nps.gov
 

mailto:bridget_borg@nps.gov
mailto:steve_arthur@nps.gov
http://www.nps.gov/dena/naturescience/wolves.htm
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