




 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
My husband and I just arrived home from a breathtaking, life-altering, 
week-long stay in Denali National Park, near Wonder Lake. We were 
astounded by the sweeping mountains and wide glacial plains, and were 
thrilled with the abundance and variety of wildlife and plantlife, 
seemingly unsullied by human interactions or influences. We were happy 
to learn about various research projects currently underway in the 
park, and were especially interested in the exhibit in the visitor's 
center just outside the park describing sound pollution and its impact 
on wildlife. 
 
As part of our stay, we spent almost an entire day canoeing on Wonder 
Lake. In the early morning hours, we were deeply moved by the silence 
of the land, and were drinking in the experience of blending in with 
the natural beauty of the place... until we heard the droning sound of 
touring plane engines. As the morning lifted and afternoon set in, we 
noticed a disturbing pattern. What seemed like every ten minutes or 
so, and often with more frequency, the jarring sounds of airplane 
engines echoed all around us. Frankly, this was the last thing we had 
expected, or hoped for, in Denali. 
 
We wish to communicate our strong disappointment with the amount of 
disturbance we heard via. planes touring the mountain, which we 
continued to hear all around Wonder Lake throughout the week, 
particularly in nice weather. While we understand there is value in 
taking people up to see the mountain, we believe the true purpose of 
our parks is to preserve wild habitats with as little human 
interference and influence as possible. 
 
Overall, our experiences in Denali National Park have inspired us to 
visit as many national parks as we can manage in our lifetime, and to 
advocate for and contribute monetarily to preserving and expanding our 
national parks. But we are absolutely unwilling to support any measure 
under consideration which would increase the amount of human 
disturbance allowed in Denali. We urge you to preserve the wildness of 
Denali by limiting the frequency of tour planes, and to go even 
further by scaling back the plane traffic overall. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Amanda and Jason Offord 
 
585-223-5584 
26 Wheatfield Circle 
Fairport, NY 14450 
 

 











Miriam  
 
I read that you are having another Denali Over-flights Committee meeting in Anchorage next 
Monday.  
 
It sounds like it is mostly going to be about flight patterns in Denali Park. If the traffic pattern in 
the Talkeetna area is addressed I would like to reiterate my desire for the part of the route over 
and by our home just north of Talkeetna in the Agriculture Subdivision be given as wide a berth 
as possible to help alleviate the noise level and maintain as much privacy as possible.  
If you feel my attending the meeting would be of any value please let me know and I will 
rearrange my schedule in order to attend the meetings.  
 
Cordially yours Beth Pike 
 ( I have attended a couple of the meetings that were held in Talkeetna and I am sure the flight 
service people know who I am, thank-you) 
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