































































































































































































value. And because either he or the partners

had second thoughts about that agreement,
Murkowski opted to prevent the NPS from going
ahead with the purchase #* The senator held up
any further actions on the matter for more than
18 months. Butin early December 2001, Con-
gress finally authorized the NPS to purchase the
property. Early the following February, agency
officials reported that “purchase of the 20-acre
Spruce #4 patented claim will soon close,” and by
the end of the month the transaction was com-
plete.” It called for the partners to sell 18 of the
20 acres to the federal government; the remain-
der allowed both Barney and Desjarlais to retain
one-acre parcels for the cabins that thev had
recently constructed, with the caveat that they
would be only for their “private, personal use .

During the negotiations that led to the land sale,
the partners “requested access over existing
mining access trails and use of the existing Glen
Creek airstrip.” NPS officials recognized that
what was being requested was largely a continu-
ation of existing use patterns; the results of that
request, therefore, did not constitute an action
with potentially significant impacts. As a result,
the agency announced that it was terminating its
EIS; instead, it planned to issue an environmen-
tal assessment. The agency therefore issucd an
cnivironmental assessment related to the Spruce
Creek access question in April zo02. Given the
agreement between the partners and NPS, the
NPS’s proposed alternative called for an access
route that was largely similar to what the part-
ners had proposed in early 1908; it was identical,
in fact, except that two-thirds of a mile of new
road would be built near Spruce Creck in order
to avoid in-stream travel. The partners would be
allowed fo use the existing Glen Creek airstrip.
Use of the 9.7-mile Moose Creek-Spruce Creek
route would be allowed as well; the number of
these trips, however, “would be limited to protect
fish habitat and recreational uses in the area’=
The release of the document, announced May
15, started a 30-day public comment period, after
which the agency implemented the document’s
recommendations.
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