
Denali National Park and Preserve 
Commercial Use Authorizations 

Effective January 1, 2026 
 
Park Specific Stipulations: Guided Day Hiking- Frontcountry 
 
Permitted Activities 
Guided Day Hiking may include the following activities: naturalist walks, incidental photography, 
and bird watching. 
 
Designated Areas for Use 
CUA holders are authorized to conduct one hike per day on the following trails and routes: 

• Triple Lakes Trail starting from the Denali Visitor Center (DVC) (Triple Lakes South)  
• Triple Lakes Trail starting from the Tsenesdghaas Na’ Trailhead (Triple Lakes North)  
• McKinley Station Trail starting from the DVC  
• McKinley Station Trail starting from the Riley Creek Day Use Area and Overflow Parking  
• Roadside Trail to Rock Creek Trail loop  
• Rock Creek to Roadside Trail loop  
• Oxbow Trail  
• Nenana River Trail 

The following connector trails and routes used to access the primary trails listed above are not 
subject to the one hike per day limits. 

• The portions of the Horseshoe Lake Trail from the DVC and the DVC parking area are 
permitted as connections to the McKinley Station and Roadside Trails.  

• Use of the Meadow View and Jonesville Connector Trails and the Spruce Forest and Morino 
Loops are permitted when using the McKinley Station, Triple Lakes, Roadside, and Rock 
Creek Trails. 

• Use of the Roadside Bike Trail is permitted. 
 
Group Size 
Group size is defined as all guides, other employees, clients, and guests of the CUA holder. 

• Maximum group size 12 – Triple Lakes, Oxbow, and Nenana River Trails 
• Maximum group size 20 – McKinley Station, Rock Creek, Roadside, Meadow View 
• Maximum group size 20 – The permitted portions of the Horseshoe Lake and the Spruce 

Forest, Morino Loop, and the Jonesville Connector Trails.   
 
Guide Certification 

• Current basic first-aid and CPR certifications are required for Denali CUA holders.  
• Guides must complete a course on the basics of interpretation equivalent to the Epply 

Foundations of Interpretation Course.   
 
Unauthorized Activities 

• Parking at the Horseshoe Lake Trailhead  is prohibited. 

https://expand.iu.edu/browse/iidc/eppley/interp-cert/interpretation/courses/found-interp
https://expand.iu.edu/browse/iidc/eppley/interp-cert/interpretation/courses/found-interp
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