WalkingTown and BikingTown DC Tours of the Civil War Defenses of Washington
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Saturday, October 1
9:30 am - 12 noon
Civil War Defenses of Washington Bike Tour: History and Nature of the Forts
Meet and end at Fort Dupont Park Activity Center, Fort Dupont Dr., SE.
Metro Start: Minnesota Avenue or Benning Road; V8 Metrobus
Metro End: Minnesota Avenue or Benning Road; V8 Metrobus
Fitness: Moderate, 4 miles
Subjects: Civil War, Development, Environment, Parks and Gardens
This mountain bike tour will journey along the Hiker-Biker trail of the Civil War Defenses of Washington. The off-road trail takes riders through Fort Dupont Park exploring the earthwork remnants of Fort Mahan and Fort Dupont that were constructed during the Civil War. We will also stop along the way to discuss important natural features of the sites. Minimal experience riders and kids are welcome.
Presented by Cultural Tourism DC member organization National Park Service - Civil War Defenses of Washington and led by Park Ranger Kevin Barry.
3 - 5:15 pm
History, Culture, and Nature within the Civil War Defenses of Washington
Meet at the flagpole at Fort Stevens, corner of 13th and Quackenbos Sts., NW. End at Fort Reno Park, Donaldson Pl., NW.
Metro Start: Georgia Ave-Petworth; 70 Bus, south from Silver Spring or north from Georgia Ave-Petworth
Metro End: Tenleytown-AU
Fitness: High, 3 miles
Subjects: Civil War, Development, Natural Environment
This portion of the Civil War Defenses of Washington provides a condensed experience of the historical, cultural, and natural resources available within the network of forts. Hear about the Civil War history of the fort sites, how they became important to the cultural development of surrounding areas, and to see a unique natural environment within an urban landscape. The journey goes from Fort Stevens through Rock Creek Park to Fort DeRussy and ends at Fort Reno Park. Note about the terrain: there is about 200 feet of steep incline on an unpaved trail and a very short portion with no marked trail or sidewalk. Closed-toed shoes, bugspray, hats, and brightly-colored clothing are recommended.
Presented by Cultural Tourism DC member organization National Park Service (NPS) - Civil War Defenses of Washington and led by NPS Ranger.
 
Sunday, October 2
1:30 - 3 pm 
Civil War Sites Along the Brightwood Heritage Trail
Meet at Heritage Trail sign #2, corner of Georgia Ave. and Madison St., NW. End at Fort Stevens, SE corner of 13th and Quackenbos Sts., NW at Heritage Trail sign #17.
Fitness: Moderate
Metro Start: Georgia Ave-Petworth; 70 Bus, south from Silver Spring or north from Georgia Ave-Petworth
Metro End: Georgia Ave-Petworth
Fitness: Moderate, 1.5 miles
Wheelchair accessible
Stroller accessible
Reservations required: 1:30 - 3 pm 
Neighborhood Heritage Trail 
Subjects: Civil War, Historical Figure/Personality, Neighborhood History
Join a Union uniform-clad guide as he weaves a journey through eight Civil War sites along the Brightwood Heritage Trail [link to Heritage Trail sign]. In early July 1864, some 15,000 Rebels led by General Jubal A. Early marched south following a victory on the Monocacy River, near Frederick, Maryland, and engaged in a fierce but brief fight with Union troops comprised, in part, of reserve and recently hospitalized soldiers. Early's forces retreated to Virginia and the only Civil War battle fought in the District of Columbia was over. Relive the Battle of Fort Stevens and view one of the nation's smallest National Military cemeteries.
Presented by Cultural Tourism DC member organization Washington Walks and led by professional DC licensed tour guide Dwane Starlin.
 
Saturday: September 24 and October 1, Sunday: September 25 and October 2
11 am - 12:30 pm & 1:30 - 3 pm 
Fort Mahan-Watts Branch Green Restoration Tour
Meet at Minnnesota Ave. and Grant St., NE. across from the Minnesota Ave Metro exit. End at the Center for Green Urbanism, 3938 Benning Rd., NE, corner of Minnesota Ave. and Benning Rd., NE.
Metro Start: Minnesota Ave
Metro End: Minnesota Ave
Fitness: Moderate, 1.5 miles
Stroller accessible
Audio Enhancer
Subjects: Civil War, Environment, Parks and Gardens , Neighborhood History
The Watts Branch Creek and its neighborhood in Northeast DC is being transformed and restored through community-based action and public investment. Join Dennis Chestnut, founder of Groundwork Anacostia DC and his staff on this 1 1/2-hour walk to see projects that are restoring the neighborhood and its ecosystems. Walk along Watts Branch Creek, Marvin Gaye, and Fort Mahan (part of the Civil War Defenses of Washington) parks; and stop along creek restoration sites, tree plantings, bio-retention areas, native habitat restoration, and the New Empowerhouse Solar Home site.
Presented by Groundwork Anacostia River DC, Inc. and led by Executive Director, neighborhood aficionado, and long-time resident Dennis Chestnut; Program Manager Vaughn Perry, and Executive Assistant Fajr S. Chestnut.



