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New Volunteer Center Opens in Cuyahoga Valley National Park 
 
Brecksville, Ohio – Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP) and the Cuyahoga Valley National Park 
Association (CVNPA) dedicated the opening of the new Volunteer Center on Monday, November 9, 
2009. The Volunteer Center will help support the park’s growing Volunteer-In-Parks (VIP) program, 
consisting of 2,527 volunteers donating 96,220 hours to CVNP. The Cuyahoga Valley National Park 
Volunteer Program is co-managed by the National Park Service and CVNPA. The Volunteer Center is 
located at 5795 Stanford Road, at the intersection of Boston Mills Road in Peninsula, Ohio. 
 

Description  
Cuyahoga Valley National Park’s new Volunteer Center supports the operations and growth of the 
dynamic Volunteers-in-Parks program. The Volunteer Center is a complex of four historic structures 
located on two properties in the Village of Boston. It fulfills the volunteer program’s needs for office, 
meeting, and storage space. At the same time, this project achieves the park’s historic preservation goals 
for the buildings that contribute to the cultural landscape of the Village of Boston. 
 

Name and Function 
The first cluster of buildings near the corner of Boston Mills and Stanford roads includes the Savacoal 
House, Conger House, and Savacoal barn. The Savacoal House will serve as the primary building for the 
Volunteer Center with 1,880 square feet. It will become a working center for volunteers, providing office, 
gathering, and work space. The barn and smaller Conger House will provide long-needed cold storage 
critical to the volunteer program. The second property is the Management Office, located next to 
CVNPA’s Trail Mix. It will provide 2,100 square feet of office space for the volunteer program staff. 
 

History 
 The four Volunteer Center buildings are all within the Boston Mills Historic District. The historic name 
given to the new management office is the R.E. Wise House. The house is named after the owner during  
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the district’s period of significance (1825-1949). Many refer to the building as the Boodey House, which 
is the name of the family who last lived in it. The Savacoal House was built in 1920 and the barn was 
built in the early 20th century. The Conger House was constructed in 1910. 
 

Funding 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park Association successfully raised almost 2/3 of the $798,000 project from 
generous donors. Contributors include the Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation, the Lehner Family 
Foundation, the Jean Thomas Lambert Foundation, the Chilcote Family Foundation, the Bokom 
Foundation, several park volunteers, CVNPA members, and descendants of the Savacoal family. The 
remaining funds came from the National Park Service.  
 
For more information: 
 

CVNPA, Director of Volunteer Programs 
(330) 657-2909 ext. 103 
www.cvnpa.org/GetInvolved/volunteer.aspx  

 

Media: Photographs available at www.nps.gov/cuva/parknews/newsreleases.htm. 

CVNPA is a nonprofit organization created to engage public support for the park and provide services to 
enhance public use and enjoyment of the park. For more information about CVNPA and its membership 
program, visit www.cvnpa.org or call (330) 657-2909.  

CVNP encompasses 33,000 acres along the Cuyahoga River between Cleveland and Akron. Managed by 
the National Park Service, CVNP combines cultural, historical, recreational, and natural activities in one 
setting. For more information about the park, visit www.nps.gov/cuva/ or www.dayinthevalley.com/ or 
call (216) 524-1497 or (800) 445-9667.  
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