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NASA’s Jane Houston Jones to Educate Audiences at Happy Days Lodge  
 
Brecksville, Ohio - On Friday, February 6, NASA’s Jane Houston Jones comes to Happy Days Lodge,  
as part of Cuyahoga Valley National Park’s monthly Lyceum Distinguished Speaker Series. The word 
“lyceum” has roots in ancient Greek, and became the name of the school where Aristotle taught. At 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP), we use it to describe our lecture series featuring national 
speakers who stimulate the heart and mind with compelling stories of our natural and cultural world.  
 
In celebration of the International Year of Astronomy, NASA Outreach Specialist Jane Houston Jones 
will share insight into the Cassini-Huygens Mission and NASA’s celebration of astronomy. NASA’s 
Cassini spacecraft is the first to explore the Saturn system of rings and moons from orbit, arriving there  
in 2004. Less than a year later, the European Space Agency’s Huygens probe dove into Titan’s thick 
atmosphere. The sophisticated instruments on both spacecraft are providing international scientists with 
vital data and the best views ever of this vast, mysterious region of our solar system. 
 
Admission: $8 adults, $6 CVNPA members, and $3 children ages 3 - 12. Buy a subscription for any three 
lectures for one low price: $20 adults and $15 CVNPA members. General seating. Advance sales are 
available by calling (330) 657-2909. Happy Days Lodge, 7 - 9 p.m. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Upcoming Lyceums 
Friday, March 6 
Kitty Calhoun: Alpine Climber   
Kitty began climbing in her home state of South Carolina at the age of eighteen. In college, she started  
ice climbing, and in 1984, she traveled to Peru. It was here she fell in love with big mountains. She 
climbed Dhaulagiri in the Himalayas and three years later led an expedition to the West Pillar of  
Makalu and summited. She has climbed all over the world including a new route on the West face  
of Middle Triple Peak in Alaska. Kitty is an excursion leader in “Chicks with Picks,” a series of 
women’s-only ice-climbing clinics, and an Alpine Climbing ambassador with Patagonia. 
 
Friday, April 3 
Gary E. Davis: Global Change and Ocean National Parks 
It is said we know more about the backside of the moon than about the bottom of the ocean. If so, is  
there enough known to manage the many factors contributing to general declines in ocean health and 
productivity? They include poor water quality, habitat disturbance, invasive species, and overfishing.  
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Each of these is serious and together they could be catastrophic. Marine Ecologist Gary E. Davis will 
introduce you to the 75 ocean units of the National Park System, describing how wildlife in ocean parks 
has fared over the past 50 years and exploring ways to mitigate the effects of human-driven global 
changes on nature.  
 
Friday, May 8 
Eustace Conway: The Last American Man  
Eustace Conway was introduced to the world by bestselling author Elizabeth Gilbert (Eat, Pray, Love)  
in her book The Last American Man (2002). The book chronicles parts of Conway’s adventurous life 
outdoor. Eustace has floated the length of the Mississippi River in a handmade canoe, hiked the 
Appalachian Trail surviving only on food he found along the way, and made a record-setting  
coast-to-coast trip across the United States on horseback. Eustace realized a lifelong dream when he 
founded Turtle Island Preserve, an environmental education center and wildlife preserve in North 
Carolina. Here he uses his own visionary approach to inspire respect and appreciation of nature.  

 

Happy Days Lodge, located at 500 West Streetsboro Road (State Route 303) in Peninsula, 1 mile west of 
State Route 8, is a restored Civilian Conservation Corps structure that provides a rustic ambiance for folk 
and traditional concerts, theater, lectures, and special event rentals. For more information on rentals call 
CVNPA at (330) 657-2909 ext. 119. 
 
CVNPA is a nonprofit organization created to engage public support for the park and provide services to 
enhance public use and enjoyment of the park. For more information about CVNPA and its membership 
program, visit www.cvnpa.org or call (330) 657-2909.  
 
CVNP encompasses 33,000 acres along the Cuyahoga River between Cleveland and Akron. Managed by 
the National Park Service, CVNP combines cultural, historical, recreational, and natural activities in one 
setting. For more information about the park, visit www.nps.gov/cuva/ or www.dayinthevalley.com/ or 
call (216) 524-1497 or (800) 445-9667.  

-NPS- 

 


