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Fatal Accident on Valley Railway in Peninsula 
  
Brecksville, Ohio - On Sunday, November 1 at roughly 3:30 p.m. a pedestrian was struck by the 
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad on the historic Valley Railway near the SR 303 crossing in the Village 
of Peninsula. The victim, Heidi Howard, 38 of Ravenna, Ohio was killed on impact. The National Park 
Service along with Peninsula Police Department, Valley Fire Macedonia Police Department, and the 
Summit County Crash Team responded. The National Park Service is the lead investigation on the 
accident since the historic Valley Railway is owned and maintained by the National Park Service.  

Based on eye-witness statements, Ms. Howard was a customer at the Winking Lizard located on SR 303 
in Peninsula. She left the restaurant and walked across to Century Cycles. After she had a conversation 
with a family, she was walking back over to the Winking Lizard when she was struck by the Cuyahoga 
Valley Scenic Railroad as the train headed north into the Peninsula Boarding Station. An estimated 300 
passengers were on board for the popular fall color viewing. Standard protocol when entering the 
boarding station area occurred:  the train was travelling at 10 -15 miles per hour; train whistle was 
blowing; bells were ringing; gates were down and crossing lights were flashing at the SR 303 Road 
crossing. It has been widely reported that the victim suffered from a hearing deficiency and investigators 
are working to determine if and to what degree this may have contributed to the accident. 

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad (CVSR) is a private sector, not-for-profit 501(c)(3) volunteer supported 
organization operating in partnership with Cuyahoga Valley National Park. CVSR owns and maintains 
the rolling stock and is dedicated to the preservation of passenger rail transportation in Cuyahoga Valley 
and the historic Ohio & Erie Canalway. CVSR has been providing excursion rail service for 42 years.   

No other injuries were reported. CVSR will maintain their regular operating schedule which resumes 
Saturday, November 7, 2015.   
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