[image: image1.png]NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE






	National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
	Cuyahoga Valley 

National Park


	
	Mailing Address:

15610 Vaughn Road

Brecksville OH 44141

Visitor Center:

1550 Boston Mills Road

Peninsula, OH 44264
www.nps.gov/cuva
	



Farming in the Valley: 2011 Oral History Project 

The following are transcripts from two audio clips in the Changing Landscape/Point Farm section. Visit http://www.nps.gov/cuva/historyculture/point-farm.htm to view the entire page. Helyn Toth describes the Point Farm's dairy operation and how changes in transportation supported the local dairy industry.
Dairy Farming 
“Well it was considered a dairy farm, but they also raised sheep and a few pigs, or 'swine' as they're called, and I think they raised mostly grains. According to statistics, their farm was above average in success. I think dairy farms were quite popular because, when you're talking about that era, the late 1700s and the early 1800s, there wasn't much transportation. People relied on horses. And I think that when the canal came along, and some of these other better facilities . . . the railroad and everything . . . I think the trend to have farms was changed a little bit. I think a lot of cheese factories became popular down in the valley. There were maybe a half a dozen. And I think that's why dairy farming became popular. It was a matter of transportation. I do remember my Uncle Nate, who was like Nathanial Point, Jr., going past our house with a horse-drawn wagon with milk cans in it, and they used to take it over to the depot and they would ship them to Akron." 
Milk House 
“I remember all the barns, and all the equipment, and all the various tools and things they had at the Point farm, but I do know there [sic] used to have a stone-built, what they called, a milk house. And this is where they were able to keep the milk cool. Remember, there was no, really, refrigeration . . . there was no electricity at that time. So, I think they just had routines, and it was . . . They had to milk them, they had to feed them, and, I think, early in the game, they had to really raise all their own feed." 
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