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Farming in the Valley: 2011 Oral History Project 

The following are transcripts from four audio clips in the Changing Landscape/Former Coliseum Property section. Visit http://www.nps.gov/cuva/historyculture/former-coliseum-property.htm to view the entire page. 

Walking Through the Construction
Richard Bigelow describes walking through the area while the Coliseum was being built.
“The Coliseum for, I can't remember how many years, it was a great . . . 'cause I, at that time, was living in the farmhouse, so I watched every day. And Nick Mileti and I became friends. I prob'ly was in every section of that Coliseum, you know, as it was built, you know. I walked through there every Sunday. He would come. He and I'd have coffee, and we would walk through when it was mud and stuff like that. Hard to believe what the end results ended up being.”

Plans Not Realized
Warren Roller describes additional plans for the Coliseum complex.
“There was other plans. There was plans that where the Halesky farm was, there was supposed to be the Cleveland Indians baseball diamond, baseball field. And that property's parking lots were now supposed to join the Coliseum's. They did buy a lot of property along there. Dan Emmett, the next door neighbor, wouldn't sell. They bought across the street from us. And then the Rousch farm. They were supposed to put the football stadium, and it never materialized.”
The Circus
Richard Bigelow remembers the parades of animals when the circus came to the Coliseum.
“Peninsula became pretty famous when the circus came to town. You know, they'd bring, they'd take, the animals would come in on the train, and they would walk 'em up 303. There was, you know, a lot of people came to Peninsula to watch the uh, when the circus came to town. Because they would, you know, bring 'em off the train and they would parade 'em all the way up 303 to the Coliseum when they had the circus.”
-more-

Going Up and Coming Down
Daniel Emmett recalls watching the Coliseum's construction and demolition.

“Well, when they were building it was interesting, seeing the steel work go up and the grading of the land. And it was also interesting when they tore it down. We saw it go up, we saw it come down.”
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