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Farming in the Valley: 2011 Oral History Project  
 

The following are transcripts from two audio clips in the Sense of Community section. Visit 
http://www.nps.gov/cuva/historyculture/sense-of-community.htm to view the entire page. 
 
 
Working Together 
Jan Thomas, a resident of Everett, describes how farmers in her community worked together to 
share and exchange products. 
 
“They bartered a lot with other farmers, too. You know, if Mr. Scobie needed corn, he came 
down and got corn. Or if he needed some hay, he got hay and then maybe the next year he had 
more hay than we had, and he had better corn than we had, so . . . It was a close-knit life.” 
 
Knowing Your Neighbors 
George Fisher, longtime resident of Peninsula, remembers how families knew all of their 
neighbors and how children could never keep secrets from their parents. 
 
“At one time, I used to know everyone in Peninsula, and everybody in Boston. Now I don’t 
know half the people. You know, newcomers come along, generations, it changes. ‘Cause when 
we were growing up, we never, nobody ever locked the doors. I could come home anytime . . . 
the doors were open! Everybody’s house was open. In fact, they didn’t even have a police 
department when we were kids, you know. They had a constable and he was only around in the 
evening once in a while, downtown Peninsula. Other than that, you didn’t have any police 
departments. 
 
"You know as far as a small town goes, when you were kids, if you were out playin’ or somethin’ 
and you did somethin’ wrong, before you got home your dad knew about it. Someone would 
tell him. Yeah, you know, everybody knew you, you know, and 'Hey, that kid’s doin’ the wrong 
thing. I’ll have to tell his dad.' ~chuckles~ 
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