[image: image1.png]NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE






	National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
	Cuyahoga Valley 

National Park


	
	Mailing Address:

15610 Vaughn Road

Brecksville OH 44141

Visitor Center:

1550 Boston Mills Road

Peninsula, OH 44264
www.nps.gov/cuva
	



Farming in the Valley: 2011 Oral History Project
The following are transcripts from two audio clips in the Life on the Farm/Brown-Bender Farm section. Visit http://www.nps.gov/cuva/historyculture/brown-bender-farm.htm to view the entire page. Robert Grether describes his experiences working on the Bender Farm during the 1940s.
Spring and Summer Activities

“Well I went to work for Benders, and in the winter time, we’d start the vegetables in the greenhouse. Plant ‘em, and then when they were probably a couple inches high, we’d transplant ‘em into rows and then keep ‘em in there until the last frost, and after that then we’d transplant ‘em into the field. And then we started the sweet corn in April and usually it was around the first of July, maybe the last of June, we’d start pickin’ the first sweet corn. And we’d have, usually have a patch of sweet corn coming due every week until clear into October. It was all hand-picked sweet corn. We used a horse and a skid. The tomatoes, the musk melon 
. . . we raised those. We’d pick all this stuff and sort it and basket it up, take it into the farmer’s market in Akron.”
Tomato Fights
“At the end of the tomato season, when we was all done picking tomatoes and everything, we’d have a tomato fight. ~laughs~ Earvy was a short person, you know. He liked to wrestle and he’d have a fight with us three boys. He’d be throwing tomatoes at us and we’d be throwing tomatoes at him. But they were old, ripe tomatoes, you know, and they’d splatter all over him. ~laughs~ But we had a good time doin’ it.”
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