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Farming in the Valley: 2011 Oral History Project 

The following are transcripts from two audio clips in the Making a Living/Hardships/Flooding  section. Visit http://www.nps.gov/cuva/historyculture/flooding.htm to view the entire page. 

Cuyahoga River
Henry Fortlage, who grew up in Independence, talks about the Cuyahoga River and why it is prone to floods.
“The floods that we get now are common. I mean, I remember the river floods every year. They make a big . . . the paper makes a big thing about it and everything. It's the Cuyahoga River.  You have understand it. The Cuyahoga River starts way up east of here in, what, Geauga County? Makes a big U, comes down through Akron, Cuyahoga Falls, Akron, comes right back. So when all the storms come from the west, right? So they blow through the Cuyahoga Valley here, and then they get out there in Geauga and they hit it again, and so it gets a double whammy so . . . so the river will flood pretty easily. And it's probably prone to flooding now more because, so much development the water doesn't soak in. The streams and tributaries will catch all the storm sewers, storm drains, and it's almost instant flooding, you know, for them. It hits the river and the river can't handle it so quickly. It used to take a little while for it to drain out but . . . I always judged how high the river is is by going down to the hillside road. If it's a couple feet under the deck of the bridge, it's pretty high. ~laughs~ I've never seen it any higher than that.”

Flooding and Help From Friends

Earl Foote, a Valley View farmer, talks about the flooding challenges he faces almost every year.

First speaker: “Well probably in the fifty-plus years that we have farmed we have probably had fifty floods. Not every year but some of the times we've had as high as four floods in a year. But in '06 we had  one that was seven foot deep in our retail business and two foot deep in our house that we lived in. The house was raised up by the federal insurance company and so forth, so this last one that was last week, we didn't get flooded. But if we hadn't we would have had a foot of water on our main floor then. 

Got a lot of nice friends in people. When we'd have friends . . . er, a flood. '04? That was it?”
Second speaker: “Pretty big one.”
-more-
First speaker: “There was people came from all over. Customers came in and helped shovel mud. My relatives and a couple churches that people came down. We were at a point where, in '06, we were going to probably tear down the house, we'd had that much damage in it.”
Second speaker: “Yeah . . . “
First speaker:  “By the time we decided for sure that's what we were gonna do there were so many people in there scrapin’ wallpaper off the walls and scrubbin’, and we just couldn't walk away from it then.”  
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