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Farming in the Valley: 2011 Oral History Project 

The following are transcripts from two audio clips in the Making a Living/Changes in Technology/Electricity, Paved Roads, and Model T’s section. Visit http://www.nps.gov/cuva/historyculture/electricity-paved-roads-and-model-ts.htm to view the entire page.
Household Appliances
Jan Thomas describes the new appliances her family could purchase once electricity came to Everett.
“Well first of all, we didn't have the oil lamps. And then we had kerosene lamps all over. And then we got a furnace so we didn't have to haul wood and coal and build a fire every day. Before that we actually had fuel oil space heaters, and then we got a furnace.  And we got a refrigerator. And we got an electric stove. So electricity was a big deal. Big, big, bigger than you'd think.”

WPA Road Improvements I

George Dittoe describes how the Works Progress Administration (WPA) improved Kendall Park/Truxell Road in the 1930s.
“Our road was a dirt road all the way from Old Route 8, well it's Route 8 then, to the valley down here, to Akron-Peninsula Road. Impassible down that way going west in the wintertime. It was mud and ruts and real bad shape. And also the WPA, they did a lot of road work then too, coming like from the valley up, they took part of the road and rebuilt it and straightened it out a little bit and added . . . so finally it got paved, you know, it got paved there. Then it was great. But up to Route 8, like I say, that was all ruts and dirt and mud and terrible in the wintertime.” 
Experience Your America™

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

