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Farming in the Valley: 2011 Oral History Project 

The following are transcripts from three audio clips in the Making a Living/Changes in Technology/Farming Equipment section. Visit http://www.nps.gov/cuva/historyculture/farming-equipment.htm to view the entire page. 
Tractors

Carl Boodey, from Northfield, explains how tractors became popular in the valley and made farming much more efficient.

“Well during the war, it was all done with, you know, horses and a man, you know. Then after the war, a year or two after the war, they all worked, you know like I told you, in the rubber shops, Cleveland or an industrial place, and they all bought tractors. You could plow more on a Saturday than they could in ~laughs~ a week or more with a horse, and it just changed drastically like that. They all become part time farmers but did as much or more growing stuff than when it was done with horses.”

Quickly Plowing Fields

Daniel Schneider, who grew up on the Schneider Farm (now Coonrad Ranger Station), describes how new tractors made plowing a quick and easy process.

“We used to take us, like the sixteen acres across from the farm, it used to take us four days to plow that field. And then later years, when my dad done it, they'd plow sixteen acres in four hours with them big tractors and plows. So it just went so much faster, you know.  But years we had them old tractors, and you're only pulling the two bottom plow, then it seemed like it took forever to do that, but you just ride all day forever every day, ~laughs~ and plow when it wasn't raining or whatever.”
Hay Baler

Jan Thomas, from Everett, talks about the efficiency of the hay baler.

“Well it changed everything because they worked for days and days and days pitching hay. I mean, my grandmother, my grandfather, my father, my uncle. Even we did as children. I mean, we couldn't do a whole bunch but we still, we'd be on the wagon and we'd move the hay forward because the horses would pull the wagon and they'd throw it on the back and then we would move it forward.  So then when the baler came . . . the tractor came and then the baler . . . it spit out those bales, you know, and we could just pick the bales up and put 'em on the wagon. There was no hours and hours and hours of pitching hay.”
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