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Farming in the Valley: 2011 Oral History Project 

The following is a transcript from one audio clip in the Making a Living/Local Businesses section. Visit http://www.nps.gov/cuva/historyculture/local-businesses.htm to view the entire page.  Ott Wilson, who grew up in Bath, remembers learning about and witnessing Peninsula's boot-legging operations during the 1920s.

Illegal Alcohol
“Right there at the railroad track right as you come down across the bridge, there was a place called Shaddy's or Scotty's or something like that. When we went to the dances there . . . right there next to it was a dance hall there . . . we could go over there and buy a pint of whiskey. He'd just reach under the bar and get you a pint of whiskey for fifty cents ~laughs~ when we went to the dance. Then around the corner there was a place that had a {unintelligible} and underneath the sidewalk they had a tunnel . . . it was open I guess under there . . . and I'd take Walter Crams, take him down there, and they'd go down in some place and bring up whiskey for him. Lot of times he'd trade grain for whiskey. There was one on . . . there was some in back . . . ~laughs~ I bet I went to fifteen different bootleg places.”
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