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Farming in the Valley: 2011 Oral History Project
The following are transcripts from three audio clips in the Making a Living/What to Farm? /Raising Livestock section. Visit http://www.nps.gov/cuva/historyculture/raising-livestock.htm  to view the entire page.
A Love for Highland Cows
Phillip Urbank, who grew up In Cuyahoga Falls, describes how he started his highland cow operation.

“I had horses at the time, and then I decided to start a backyard beef project. I was thinking of getting Herefords, and brother Jack had been in the second world war and when he was stationed in Scotland, waiting to go in on it with the 101st Airborne on D-Day, he rode a bicycle around and he talked with some of the farmers that had the Highland cattle, so he was all interested in 'em. And my dad, being from the Eastern states, he saw the DuPont's had a herd of 'em, so they talked me into . . . well they were trying to talk me into it, and just then I got a National Geographic and on the front page of it was a red Highland cow looking over a stone, so I says, ‘Well, we gotta find these things.’ We found some down at Wapakoneta, Ohio, and brought a couple old cows and a bull home. And then they went out to Illinois, and picked up four more and then they went out to Colorado and got a few more. So we had a nice little herd of 'em going.”
Guard Llamas

Crooked River Herb Farm owner Kathleen Varga describes how llamas protected her sheep from coyotes.

“So I found a llama farm about, geez what is it, about three miles away from me, up on Northampton Road. And I got the llamas, I got one initially, and they're like potato chips . . . you just can't have one. And we never had a problem with coyotes again. And I mean the coyotes were coming in as close as we are to that wall, and nabbing a chicken in front of me. There's just, I mean, absolutely no fear. Llamas hate canines.  I had to socialize them with our dogs so that they'd be safe if they came into the pastures with me. But they have an alarm call, and so they will alarm first and then go after whatever it is. And once I had the flock of sheep and goats, it was very interesting to watch them because, if there were coyotes on the property, they would alarm, they'd get into almost a triangular position, the three of them, the goats and the sheep would be in a circle inside, with the lambs on the inside of the circle. It was poetry, it was beautifully done, and all I had to do is watch.

-more-
Challenges of Sheep Rearing
Dan Emmett, who owns and operates his farm in Richfield, talks about the difficulties of raising sheep.

“We had 200 ewes at one time. My son started us in the sheep business with three and it got out of hand, greatly.  We had sheep there, lots of 'em, until about eight to ten years ago. I just 

. . . I couldn't do it anymore.  When you have babies, when you're lambing in the spring, someone has to be in the barn every two hours. And my wife was a champ at it when I was at school. I had it fixed up so if she got in trouble I could go home and then come back to school, but I'm glad I'm not doing it today because I can't stay awake through a baseball game.” ~laughs~
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