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Farming in the Valley: 2011 Oral History Project
The following are transcripts from three audio clips in the Making a Living/What to Farm? /Growing Vegetables section. Visit http://www.nps.gov/cuva/historyculture/growing-vegetables.htm to view the entire page.
Hunt Farm Truck Farming

Helyn Toth describes her family's truck farm operation in the 1930s.

“And my parents started farming, and it was mostly like truck farming, mostly vegetables. But I think, as time went on, we started doing more because of the Depression. The Depression changed everybody's lives and we started really farming enough so that we were able to sell vegetables to other people, including some of the stores. We farmed for mostly vegetables and did just acres and acres of sweet corn and melons and watermelon and other vegetables, but by going into the truck farming it meant that we were selling to other people who were reselling and also, we also had our own little stand out in front.”
Szalay Farm Truck Farming

Irene Kusnyer talks about truck farming on the Szalay Farm in the 1930s, before the business grew in scale.
“Truck . . . what they call truck farming. Because it was everything: corn, tomatoes, beans, every kind of vegetable possible is what truck farming, and that's what usually farmers do, is take all those vegetables, cucumbers and things, and farm. That's farming.”
The Fulltime Farmer

Gerald and Marilyn Polcen describe what it takes to work as full-time sweet corn farmers. 

Gerald: “We're up about daylight, picking sweet corn. We hand pick a lot of it.”
Marilyn: “We do have a picker.”
Gerald: “We have a mechanical picker. If conditions are right it picks one row at a time and does a really good job. You have to sort it, you know, the small ears, it picks everything out of the field. It's a lot of work!”
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