Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad

Presents

Explore The Underground Railroad

Presented in partnership with Cuyahoga Valley National Park

The National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Act of 1998 gave the National Park
Service the honor of preserving the stories of the Underground Railroad (UGRR) throughout this
nation. Northeast Ohio played a pivotal role in the abolitionist movement and the UGRR.
Cuyahoga Valley National Park shares these special stories of conflict, adaptability, ingenuity,
and interdependence.

The UGRR is a mixture of historical facts and myth. Begun by Quakers in the late 1700s, it
existed until the Civil War. The UGRR encompassed every slave to tried to escape, slaves who
offered food and direction, runaway slaves who returned south to help others escape, and free
blacks and whites who joined to assist others in their quest for freedom. Most slaves were
headed north toward the safety of Canada, traveling by any means available. The Ohio & Erie
Canal was a possible route followed by runaway slaves. The 308-mile canal that connected the
Ohio River to Lake Erie, which had to be crossed to reach Canada and freedom, parallels the
train track and can be seen out the windows.

Many times the runaway slaves traveled to freedom with little help. Others were assisted by
abolitionists, people who believed that slavery should be ended. These abolitionists risked large
fines and prison time to assist runaway slaves. Antislavery organizations, abolitionist
newspapers, and lecturers made Northeast Ohio a hotbed of abolitionist activities.




Departing / Arriving Times

Schools should arrive at the boarding station by 10 a.m. Your group will be greeted by
park rangers and national park volunteers who will provide an introduction to the day’s
program. After a brief outside activity your group will board Cuyahoga Valley Scenic
Railroad at 10:30 a.m. for a 1.5 hour journey through the national park.

Self-Guided Trail Activities

The National Park Service encourages school groups to explore the trails of the national
park. Park Rangers will have trail activities available for teachers who wish to take their
students out on the trail at the conclusion of the program. Please contact Park Ranger
Pamela Machuga if you would like a copy of the activities prior to your arrival at

pam machuga@nps.gov or (330) 657-1914.

Grade Appropriate

Fifth — eighth grades

Goals
Students will be able to:

e Explore the abolitionist movement in northeastern Ohio and its effect on the
community and its citizens.

¢ I|dentify the different perspectives held by Northeast Ohioans about the
institution of slavery.

e Explain the connection between the Ohio & Erie Canal, the UGRR and the
NPS.

e Discover the routes, code words, and choices made by runaway slaves
traveling along the UGRR in Northeastern Ohio.

e Test their skills through interactive stations that address decisions made by
runaway slaves, abolitionists and southern sympathizers.

By the end of the third-fifth grade program, the students will have accomplished the
following Benchmarks for the Ohio Content Standards:

People in Societies
e Explain the reasons people from various cultural groups came to North
America and the consequences of their interactions with each other.
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Citizenship Rights & Responsibilities
e Explain how citizens take part in civic life in order to promote the common
good.
e |dentify rights and responsibilities of citizenship in the United States that are
important for preserving democratic government.

Communications: Oral and Visual Standard
e Demonstrate active listening strategies by asking clarifying questions and
responding to questions with appropriate elaboration.
e Use clear and specific vocabulary to communicate ideas and to establish tone
appropriate to the topic, audience and purpose.

By the end of the sixth-eighth grade program, the students will have accomplished the
following Benchmarks for the Ohio Content Standards:

History
e Analyze the causes and consequences of the American Civil War.

Citizenship Rights & Responsibilities
e Show the relationship between civic participation and attainment of civic and
public goals.
e |dentify historical origins that influenced the rights U.S. citizens have today.
Communications: Oral and Visual Standard

e Use effective listening strategies, summarize major ideas and draw logical
inferences from presentations and visual media.

Pre- and Post-Site Activities
Pre-Site

1. Read books or other articles relating to slavery, the Underground Railroad, or the
abolitionist movement.

2. Make up a song about the life of a slave or an abolitionist.

3. Have students go to www.cr.nps.gov/ugrr/ to explore the featured Underground
Railroad story.

4, Brainstorm with students about what it meant to be a slave.
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Post-Site

1. Create a poster about modern slave labor and discuss what abolitionists can do
today to end it.

2. Create an abolitionist newspaper.

3. Reflect on the Quaker quote “Let your life speak!” How did the abolitionists do
this? How did the slaves do this? How will you do this throughout your life?

4. Group Project: Divide students into groups of four. Each group must complete
four of the following:

e Create a new National Park Site dedicated to an abolitionist or a runaway
slave.

e Make a brochure for your new National Park.

e Sketch or paint a mural of the life of the person your park is dedicated to.
This could be a slaves’ journey north to Canada, Florida or west, an
abolitionist taking slaves to freedom, a slave’s life on the plantation.

e Make avideo or a recording as an abolitionist talking about your journey
through Ohio or into the south to help slaves escape.

e \Write a newspaper article as a reporter doing a story on the trail or John
Brown or a slave auction or seeing the ships of slaves coming into harbors.

e Create a radio commercial to draw visitors to the activities your park
provides.
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Should you have any questions regarding your contract or the information above, contact CVSR
at (800) 468-4070 ext. 3034 or via email at education@cvsr.com. Should you have any questions
regarding the content of the programs, academic standards met, or self-guided trail activities,
contact Park Ranger Pamela Machuga at (330) 657-1914 or pam_machuga@nps.gov.
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