	        Volunteer Position Safety Analysis
     Division:  Resource Management
     Volunteer Position:    Habitat Restoration: Drop-in Vegetation Volunteer
     Direct Supervisor(s):  Chris Davis or Andrew Bishop
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	Required Standards

and General Notes:
	Work will involve crouching, bending over and light lifting.


	Required Personal 

Protective Equipment:
	Sturdy waterproof hiking boots are required; long-sleeve shirt and pants to reduce scratches from plants & insect bite/poison ivy risks are optional.  Insect repellant, poison ivy block, & first aid kit also recommended.


	Tools and Equipment:


	Hand clippers, loppers, folding saws, shovels, sickles, weed wrenches, hammers, cordless drills, and other hand tools


	Sequence of Job Steps
	Potential Hazards
	Safe Action or Procedure

	All Duties
	Tripping, heat related illness, back strain from bending/lifting, wet feet, blisters, insect bites (including ticks), poison ivy & other plants (i.e. nettles, roses, barberry etc) that could scratch or irritate exposed skin. 


	Wear sturdy well fitted waterproof boots.

Wear long pants and long sleeves. Dress for the weather.

Lift using leg muscles; haul weight that is comfortable, make as many trips as necessary to set up and take down.

Wear work gloves. 

Bring adequate drinking water, and drink it frequently. 

Rest as needed.

Use insect repellant & poison ivy guard.

Upon return thoroughly wash exposed areas & treat all scratches with appropriate first aid. 

After exposure to poison ivy, wash thoroughly with cold water and Tech-nu.



	All duties 


	Insect bites (including ticks) and stings
	Avoid use of perfumed cosmetics and personal care items.

Wear insect repellent.

Pay attention to insect behavior (i.e. swarming) that may indicate presence of nest & avoid area.

	Using hand tools
	Injury due to misuse of tools and/or injury to other crew members


	Handle/carry all tools safely at all times. 

Maintain appropriate spacing from other workers.

Be aware of surroundings and activities at all times.

	Hiking to and from sites


	Normal environmental hazards associated with on and off trail hiking:  uneven surfaces, downed trees, slippery logs and soil, mud, standing water, loose leaves, steep slopes, rocks, and other natural or manmade hazards which may be encountered.


	Move at speeds reasonable for conditions.

Wear sturdy well fitted waterproof boots.

Exercise care in crossing logs or other obstructions. Avoid hazards by taking alternative routes. 

Pay attention to stream/river edges that can be loose.

Never proceed if it appears to be dangerous

	Herbicide Use


	In some cases herbicides may be used during this activity by trained persons;  this creates the hazard of accidental contact with herbicides by walking through treated areas or accidental spills
	All herbicide mixing and transfer will be done by employees not in the presence of volunteers, only direct application methods will be used in proximity to volunteers (i.e. cut stump application with "weed wands" or hand-held spray bottles). Any volunteer applying herbicide by this method will be trained in herbicide safety and material safety data sheets for the herbicide will be included with provided materials.

Forms for documenting herbicide applications are to be completed at the time of treatment & filed at the SRM office at the end of the day (Legal requirement).



	Installing Plants
	When installing plants, open pits present a tripping/falling hazard.
	Move at speeds reasonable for conditions.

Wear sturdy well fitted waterproof boots.
Do not leave holes open for extended periods of time

Take care to set tools down in a safe and clearly visible location.


	Cutting Shrubs
	Uncontrolled falling of limbs may cause harm to self and others.
	Be aware of the lean of the branch/stem and estimate its likely path.  Do not fall a branch or stem that will strike nearby workers.  Notify others when completing a cut.  


