National Park Service Black Canyon of the Gunnison 102 Elk Creek
U.S. Department of the Interior National Park Gunnison, CO 81230

Be NATIONAL
D

Curecanti National Recreation 970-641-2337 phone
Area 970-641-3127 fax

Black Canyon of the Gunnison News Release

Release date: Immediate
Contact(s): Sandra Snell-Dobert
Phone number: 970-641-2337, ext. 227
Date: 10-3-11

Release code: 11-11

Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park and Curecanti National Recreation Area to
Celebrate National Fossil Day October 12, 2011

The National Park Service and the American Geological Institute are partnering to host the second annual
National Fossil Day on October 12, 2011 during Earth Science Week. National Fossil Day is a celebration
organized to promote public awareness and stewardship of fossils, as well as to foster a greater
appreciation of their scientific and educational value.

Between October 15 and October 23, families are invited to stop at the Elk Creek Visitor Center at
Curecanti, or the South Rim Visitor Center at the Black Canyon to view examples of dinosaur bones and
petrified wood found in the parks, and pick up free Junior Paleontologist booklets.

Education Specialist, Ellen Petrick recommends the Junior Paleontologist activity booklet for children ages
5 to 12 years old. She said, “Upon completion of the booklet, children can receive an official Junior
Paleontologist badge.” In addition, Ellen and her staff of park rangers will be traveling to schools in
Hotchkiss, Montrose, and Delta to provide special programming.

Families and educators are encouraged to visit the National Park Service’s website at
http://nature.nps.gov/geology/nationalfossilday/activities.cfm to find educational activities on fossils.
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