Ancient Artifacts
Subject:  Science, Social Studies, literature
Length: 1 hour

Location: Classroom

Objective:   Students learn skills of using inquiry questions

Materials:   Ancient Artifacts worksheet, Classification Worksheet, What in the world? Worksheet.

Method:   Using “data” that has been “excavated” students ask a series of inquiry questions and formulate hypothesis based on the clues provided.  

Background:  The main purpose of archeological research is to learn about the life ways of past peoples and to protect these sites and objects from damage.   The research design developed for each archeological project usually consists of a series of questions and how they will be answered using archeological data.  They will then classify and categorize the objects (artifacts ) and relate them to the site and location.  Artifacts, when not previously disturbed will have an association with the objects around them, this is called context.  Meaning that they are somehow related or relevant to the site where they were found.   For example, say an object like a knife was found at a site.   Since knives are used for many things, one might find more (context) or clues about the use of that particular knife if you were to identify other objects nearby.  If there were more “kitchen’ type objects it might have been the site of a kitchen, if there were objects related to fishing and or hunting, it may have been a fish camp.   Once the data has been recorded, and the artifacts are taken back to the lab, they are analyzed.  This information helps them answer their original question.
Procedure:
Activity One

1. Imagine that you are a team of archeologists.  An excavation has been completed on a Southeastern Barrier Island site and the artifacts brought back to the lab.  Cut and color the “artifacts”.  Sort them into objects into agreed upon categories.   You are now ready to ask the questions that you hope will answer your inquiry questions.
a) What was the diet of the sites residents?

b) Did they wear personal adornment?  If so, what did they use.  If not, why?

c) How many ways did they decorate their pottery?

d) How many different types of raw materials did they use to make their tools.

2. You might find that some artifacts could be classified into more than one category. Discuss these objects.  Think about other questions you could ask about these objects.  How might this change your classification system.?

Activity Two

1. Complete the  “What in the World is This?  Worksheet   

2. Discuss the items listed, are some still in use today?  Are some objects different today than they were then.  Are any no longer used ?  

3. What might be different for cultures of the future?  (What may no longer be used in its present form 25 or 50 years from now.? 

Evaluation:  Discussion and completed worksheets.
Variation: 

At risk:  Have students cut out magazine pictures or bring an item from home.  Using the same process discuss what questions these objects may bring up?  What would you want to know about such and such….?
Accelerated:  Have students write a short story about the series of related objects that they found. 

