Critter To Critter
Subject:  Science

Length:  30 minutes

Location:  Indoors/Outdoors

Materials:  String, critter cards
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Objective:  To demonstrate the interconnectedness of organisms.

Method:  Students will build a food web using string.

Background:  All creatures on earth  depend on others for food.  In nature, this interdependence creates a check-and- balance system called a food web.  It begins mainly with energy from the sun.  Green plants - the producers - collect the sunlight to make food and oxygen.  Green plants are eaten by consumers:  herbivores, carnivores and omnivores.  The decomposers break down dead plants and animals, thus completing the chain.  

Procedure: 

- Put critter names on index cards.  Add pictures if desired.

- Discuss the concepts of food chains and food webs.  Hand out the critter cards.  Have students place them around their neck and stand in a circle.

- Ask where the energy comes from ( the sun).  Hand the "sun" the end of the string.  Who gets energy from the sun?  (producers)  The sun passes some of the string to these producers.  Who eats the producers?  (consumers)  Hand the string to those students.  Continue until everyone is connected.  The food web is made.

- Ask if there are any of these organisms we can do without.  (Probably the salt marsh mosquito)  Have that student tug gently on the string.  If anyone feels the tug, they should also tug.  Everyone will soon be tugging because ... ALL THINGS ARE CONNECTED!

-Try it again with a top predator.  Is everything else affected?

Evaluation:
Have students define a food chain and food web.  Is there any creature we can do without?  

Critter Cards
PHYTOPLANKTON


CRAB

SUN





SEA TROUT

BARRACUDA



PEOPLE

OYSTERS




SHARK

ZOOPLANKTON



SALT MARSH MOSQUITO

RACCOONS




EGRET

SEA TURTLE




MINNOW

SMOOTH CORDGRASS

MANATEE

