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CULTURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 
IN ALASKA 

William E. Brown 

The percept ion of Alaska as a vas t 
wi lderness f r o n t i e r is not shared by 
Chose who directly live on and d e ­
r ive sustenance from i t s lands and 
waters . For them, Alaska is homeland, 
hunting landscape, and c u l t u r a l r e ­
posi tory . The nameless va l l eys of 
the poet, a l l have names — of ten two 
or three names to match the languages 
and d i a l ec t s of the c u l t u r e groups 
t h a t use them. 

Throughout Alaska the layers of c u l ­
tu re l i e thick on one another , l i k e 
s t r a t a in a geological formation. 
L i t h i c s ca t t e r s or s h e l l mounds 
thousands of years old juxtapose 
wi th abandoned mining equipment, a 
t r a p p e r ' s cabin, a Russian Orthodox 
church, or a downed a i r c r a f t . People 
fol lowing ancient hunting and f i sh ing 
rhythms carry spare spark plugs in 
t h e i r pockets and contemplate the r e ­
t u rn to dog teams as fuel p r i ces soar 
ou t of s ight . 

These layers and mixtures of l a y e r s , 
and the p ro tec t ion of the many ways 
of l i f e that pers i s t in the new Alaska 
National Monuments present c u l t u r a l 
resource managers in Alaska with an 
a l t o g e t h e r new sca l e and scope of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

The a r t i c l e s that follow give some 
fee l ing for the panoply of c u l t u r a l 
resources and values to be found here— 
from conventional s i t e s and s t r u c t u r e s 
to dynamic s o c i o - c u l t u r a l processes 
that i n t e g r a t e pas t and p re sen t , man 
and na ture , in these magnif icent 
p laces . 

In order to do the bes t job for Cul­
t u r a l Resources Management in Alaska, 
c e r t a i n c ruc i a l programs need to be 
considered. I would s t r e s s : 1) ex­
perimental modes of NPS management to 
get gent ly in to the Alaskan c u l t u r a l 
scene, 2) c r o s s - c u l t u r a l h i r ing and 
cooperat ive management to combine 
na t iona l and loca l i n t e r e s t s in 
Alaska, 3) good t r a in ing for NPS 
employees across the board, and 
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MANAGEMENT DECISIONS AT KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH NHP 

Robert L. Spude 

Resource management is laborious and slow. Consequently, preservation becomes 
a question of learning to make occasional wing shots. A manager is a gunner, 
sometimes waiting in his blind for something to flash by, sometimes roaming 
the countryside hoping to scare his quarry up. Like other gunners, he must 
cultivate patience; he may have to work many covers to bring down one ptarmi­
gan. Here, following, is how one cultural resource manager dealt with the 
suggestions for preserving and interpreting one of ninety-two structures in 
the Skagway Historic District, Klondike'Gold Rush National Historical Park. 

Visitors glancing out the window of Superintendent Dick Hoffman's office can 
view Broadway. Across that particular dusty avenue stands the green and 
white "Spirit of 98" curios shop—"Home of $1 Alaska Gifts." The building 
has all the earmarks of a cultural resource: false front, wood frame, and the 
questionable sanction of being listed in the park master plan—"Historic 
Structure 25E, 1900s period, Ganety and Francine Grocery Store." When the 
building went up for sale, it became the park's fourth acquisition. 

Now, what do you do with a 25 ft. x 20 ft. vacant building which at one time 
was a grocery, built probably within the park's interpretive time frame 1898-
1910, but may not have been, and has to be moved from its site because the 
owner wants the land, not the fire trap? Superintendent Hoffman wisely asked 
for time to study the structure and passed the work on to the park's project 
staff. Restoration Specialist Pete Bathurst and Historic Architect Gary 
Higgins, already busy with preserving six larger park-owned Sec KLONDIKE, page 2 

Braokett'e Trading Poet as seen today. Skageay, Alaska. 
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s t r u c t u r e s , suggested removal to a 
nearby l o t . followed by fu r the r doc­
umentation. Pete measured i t ; Gary 
draf ted the move; and together they 
asked for h i s t o r i c a l documentation. 
Dick signed a cont rac t for a research 
h i s t o r i a n to document t h i s and the 
pa rk ' s other fourteen bu i ld ings . I 
was h i red June 15, 1978. 

A quick review of park and l o c a l 
sources—photographs, newspaper 
adver t i sements , and d i r e c t o r i e s — 
suggested an 1898 c o n s t r u c t i o n as 
the Boss Bakery with a c i r c a 1905 
remodeling to the Ganty and Frandson 
Grocery. I checked deeds and news­
papers , and interviewed or wrote o ld -
t imers . P ro tec to r of the deeds and 
Skagway r e s i d e n t s ince 1918, V i rg in i a 
Burfield helped in the search . She 
remembered back to the days when the 
Army boys used the bui lding as a dance 
h a l l , and to the f i r e which destroyed 
the b u i l d i n g ' s r ea r . Each deed f i l e r 
was known, each s e c r e t revealed.Grocer 
Prosper Ganty, she r e c a l l e d , was a good, 
s o l i d c i t i z e n . E ighty- four -year -o ld 
Clyde Talbot agreed. With t ea r s in 
h i s eyes he reminisced about s l i d i n g 
grocery boxes off the white she lves 
and car ry ing them p a s t Mr. Ganty's 
desk to his gold trimmed de l ive ry 
wagon and " N e l l i e , " wai t ing ou t s ide . 

Meanwhile Tom Busch, an a r c h i t e c t from 
the Denver Service Center , a r r ived to 
crank out a mini H i s t o r i c S t r u c t u r e s 
Report. He drew up the proposal for the 
s t r u c t u r e , then f i r ed i t to Dick: The 
Ganty and Frondson Grocery,nee Boss 
Bakery would be moved one block north 
as anchor to the north end of the h i s ­
t o r i c d i s t r i c t , would serve as p a r t of 
an i n t e r p r e t i v e walk where v i s i t o r s 
could pass from the f i r s t s e t t l e r s ' 
cabins through a mock t en t c i t y to two 
frame s t r u c t u r e s r ep re sen t a t i ve of 
the ear ly boom town, and, f i n a l l y , 
would p lease the Skagway c i ty fa thers 
by guiding v i s i t o r s to the town park 
and museum. This plan s t rengthened 
the p a r k ' s coopera t ive t i e s with the 
c i t y . I t showed p o s i t i v e i n t e r p r e t i v e 
goa l s , while consider ing loca l property 
owners. 

Endings, however, tend to become be­
g inn ings . H i s to r i c photographs un­
covered for the property owner adja­
cent to the Ganty and Frandson grocery 
revealed a s u r p r i s e , an ignored 
December 1897 photograph which showed 
the grocery as the Bracket t Trading 
Pos t .Things began to c l i c k — B r a c k e t t ' s 
f a the r b u i l t the town's s i g n i f i c a n t 
t o l l road, Alaska 's f i r s t ; he a l so 
b u i l t an o u t f i t t e r ' s s to re inOctober , 
1897, but f a i l i n g to c l e a r t i t l e , 
moved out . This bui lding became our 
bakery and grocery. As B r a c k e t t ' s 
Trading Pos t , i t s s ign i f i cance rose . 

So Dick 's work as c u l t u r a l resource 
manager begins aga in , but unknowns have 
been replaced with opt ions . Do you 
i n t e r p r e t the 1897 o u t f i t t e r , 1898 
baker, or 1906 grocer? Do you r e s t o r e 
the s i g n i f i c a n t owner's 1897 f ron t , the 
s l i g h t l y a l t e r e d f ron t of 1898-1904, or 

leave the 1902 remodeled facade un­
touched? Dick has a flock of ptarmigan 
in s i g h t . Which one w i l l he wing? <:ut 

Robert L. Spude i s the Research 
His tor ian a t Klondike Gold Rush 
National H i s t o r i c a l Park , Alaska. 

SUBSISTENCE COORDINATION - NORTHWEST ALASKA 

Ray Bane 

Our small t en t formed a se l f -con ta ined 
c e l l of warmth in the vas t supercooled 
a r c t i c wi lderness . Outside, the temper-
ture was -43 F . , and would f a l l even 
f a r t h e r before morning. The sheet -meta l 
camp stove glowed a du l l red, and the 
t en t was dimly l i t by a crude t i n lamp 
t h a t burned sea l o i l . Joe Sun, a 74-
year-old Kobuk River Eskimo, s a t on a 
caribou sk inmat near the s tove , tending 
the p r imi t ive lamp. Shadows f l i t t e d 
across his craggy, l e a the r - co lo red 
face as h i s s o f t voice told the old 
s t o r i e s and c u l t u r a l h i s to ry of his 
people—the e x p l o i t s of heroes, the 
b a t t l e s wi th Iyugmiut, a f i e r c e Indian 
t r i b e tha t once l ived in the mountains, 
the food-gathering expedi t ions in to 
the high country of the Brooks Range 
for meat and s k i n s , and the tu rbu len t 
streams the hunters dared on small 
r a f t s to r e tu rn home. As he ta lked , 
he named l akes , s treams, mountains 
with the f a m i l i a r i t y of long acqua in t ­
ance. Immersed in the flow of h i s 
words and the mood of our s e t t i n g , 
I s l ipped back through time to a 

world seen without technology 
through the eyes of an anc ien t people . 

The preceding is one w i n t e r ' s evening 
excerpted from many s i m i l i a r evenings 
over f ive consecutive years of con­
tinuous research and f i e l d work among 
Alaska 's r u r a l Natives and non-Natives. 
The work of numerous r e sea rche r s , of 
which I am but one, has revealed a com­
plex i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p between what 
many have ca l led a wilderness and the 
people who have drawn and cont inue to 
draw upon these environments for t h e i r 
bas ic needs. Recognizing i t s r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t y to es tab l i shed r u r a l Alaskans, 
the Park Service has pioneered resea rch 
e f fo r t s into subsis tence and at tempted to 
develop new management r egu la t ions to 
permit the cont inuat ion of t h i s 
anc ien t l i f e s t y l e . 

My personal role in the National Park 
Service subs is tence e f fo r t has ranged 
from l i v i n g communally with a c t i v e , 
subsis tence-based Native peoples to 

See SUBSISTENCE, page 12 
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NATIONAL PETROLEUM RESERVE REVISITED 

Dick Hsu, Craig Davis, Dana Linck, Ken Schoenberg, and Harvey Shields 

In Volume 1, number 3 of the CRM 
Bulletin, we printed a report on 
the use of remote sensing data in 
Alaska's National Petroleum Reserve. 
Here now is an update and overview 
of the NPR-A archeological research 
conducted by archeologist Dick Hsu 
and his team. 

The Editor 

When C o n g r e s s p a s s e d "The Nava l 
P e t r o l e u m R e s e r v e s Ac t of 1976" t o 
e n c o u r a g e d o m e s t i c p r o d u c t i o n of 
o i l , t h e D e p a r t m e n t of I n t e r i o r was 
g i v e n management and e x p l o r a t i o n 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s f o r R e s e r v e No. 4 
( N a t i o n a l P e t r o l e u m R e s e r v e - A l a s k a ) 
i n A l a s k a ' s n o r t h w e s t e r n c o a s t a l 
a r e a . F o l l o w i n g t h i s d i r e c t i v e , a 
m u l t i - a g e n c y t a s k f o r c e , c h a i r e d by 
t h e Bureau of Land Management and 
i n c l u d i n g t h e N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e , 
was fo rmed . The p u r p o s e of t h e i r 
s t u d y was t o d e t e r m i n e t h e d i s t r i ­
b u t i o n , c h a r a c t e r , and s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of t h e r e s o u r c e s i n t h e R e s e r v e a r e a 
i n o r d e r t o f o r m u l a t e a program t o 
manage and p r o t e c t t h e s e same r e s o u r c e s . 
The NPS was s p e c i f i c a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r s a m p l i n g , d e s c r i b i n g and e v a l ­
u a t i n g t h e c u l t u r a l r e s o u r c e s p o ­
t e n t i a l of t h e a r e a and f o r i d e n ­
t i f y i n g e x p e c t e d c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of 
s i g n i f i c a n t c u l t u r a l r e s o u r c e s . 

But a c o m p r e h e n s i v e s u r v e y of t h e 
23 m i l l i o n a c r e R e s e r v e , a p p r o x ­

i m a t e l y t h e s i z e of I n d i a n a , s o o n 
l o o k e d too e x t e n s i v e t o a c c o m p l i s h 
i n one o r two t en -week l o n g f i e l d 
s e a s o n s , e s p e c i a l l y when t h e h a r s h ­
n e s s of t h e t e r r a i n was c a l c u l a t e d 
i n t o the m e c h a n i c s of t h e p r o j e c t . 
I n f a c t , t h e r e s e r v e c o v e r e d t h r e e 
p a r t i c u l a r l y demanding p h y s i o g r a p h i c 
p r o v i n c e s : Brooks Range , A r c t i c f o o t ­
h i l l s , and A r c t i c c o a s t a l p l a i n . Peaks 
i n t h e rugged Brooks Range r e a c h up 
t o 9000 f e e t a t t h e e a s t e r n end and 
l e s s t h a n 5000 f e e t a t t h e w e s t e r n 
e n d . The f o o t h i l l s , which make up 
c l o s e t o one h a l f of t h e l a n d mass 
of t h e R e s e r v e , r a n g e i n e l e v a t i o n 
from 600 f e e t t o 2500 f e e t . Be ing 
n o r t h of t h e A r c t i c C i r c l e and t h e 
t r e e l i n e , t h e R e s e r v e i s u n d e r l a i n 
w i t h c o n t i n u o u s p e r m a f r o s t . Annua l 
mean p r e c i p i t a t i o n r a n g e s from 5 
i n c h e s a l o n g t h e c o a s t and on t h e 
c o a s t a l p l a i n t o 20 i n c h e s i n t h e 
Brooks Range . I n s p i t e of t h e low 
p r e c i p i t a t i o n , t h e p e r m a f r o s t p r e ­
v e n t s w a t e r s e e p a g e ; t hus mos t l e v e l 
a r e a s a r e i n u n d a t e d i n summer. P l a n s 
e v e n t u a l l y c a l l f o r a c o m p l e t e s u r v e y 
of t h e R e s e r v e a r e a ; u n t i l t h a t t i m e , 
t h e NPR-A s u r v e y of s e v e n d i f f e r e n t 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l s e t t i n g s marks t h e 
i n i t i a l s t e p i n o u r l o n g term e f f o r t 
t o f u l l y comply w i t h E x e c u t i v e 
O r d e r 1 1 5 9 3 . 

NPR s u r v e y g o a l s o v e r a t w o - y e a r p e ­
r i o d have i n c l u d e d i n f o r m a t i o n -

g a t h e r i n g on s i t e e n v i r o n m e n t s , t h e 
p r o b a b l e f u n c t i o n of t h e s e e n v i r o n ­
m e n t s , and t h e c u l t u r a l and t e m p o r a l 
a f f i l i a t i o n s , d i s t u r b a n c e f a c t o r s , 
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s , N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r 
e l i g i b i l i t y , and r e g i o n a l s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of the s i t e s . Due to t h e t r emendous 
s i z e of t h e r e s e r v e and the t i g h t s u r v e y 
s c h e d u l e , a s t r i c t l y s t a t i s t i c a l s ample 
was r u l e d o u t . I n s t e a d , a s a m p l i n g p r o ­
c e d u r e was i n i t i a t e d to i n s u r e t h a t 
m a j o r p h y s i o g r a p h i c p r o v i n c e s , e c o ­
s y s t e m s , and g e o m o r p h o l o g i c a l f e a t u r e s 
were i n c l u d e d . Areas s u r v e y e d d u r i n g 
t h e 1977 s e a s o n i n c l u d e d the u p p e r 
C o l v i l l e R i v e r r e g i o n , Howard and 
I n y o r u r a k P a s s e s i n the Brooks Range, 
and Lookou t Ridge and u p p e r I k p i k p u k 
R i v e r a r e a s of t h e n o r t h e r n f o o t h i l l s 
r e g i o n . The 1978 s e a s o n i n c l u d e d 
t h e s u r v e y of Teshekpuk Lake and a 
p o r t i o n of t h e Meade R i v e r on t h e 
A r c t i c c o a s t a l p l a i n , t h e Noluck 
Lake a r e a of t h e s o u t h e r n f o o t h i l l s 
r e g i o n , and t h e Utukok R i v e r . The 
o n l y p h y s i o g r a p h i c a r e a no t c o v e r e d 
was the A r c t i c Ocean l i t t o r a l z o n e . 
S i n c e t h i s a r e a h a s been t h e f o c u s of 
e a r l i e r a r c h e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h , i t 
was g i v e n a low p r i o r i t y . The a g g r e ­
g a t i o n of a l l a r c h e o l o g i c a l i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n s i n t h e NPR amounted t o an i n ­
t e n s i v e l y examined l a n d a r e a of a p ­
p r o x i m a t e l y 2 1/2 p e r c e n t . 

A t o t a l of 728 s i t e s was r e c o r d e d 
d u r i n g t h e two f i e l d s e a s o n s , r a n g i n g 
from l a r g e v i l l a g e s i t e s t o i s o l a t e d 
a r t i f a c t s . L i t h i c s c a t t e r s were t h e 
mos t common s i t e f e a t u r e . O t h e r f e a ­
t u r e s i n c l u d e d bone and wood s c a t t e r s , 
t i n t r i n g s , h o u s e p i t s , c a c h e p i t s , 
c a r i b o u f e n c e s , q u a r r i e s , c a i r n s , 
w i n d b r e a k / h u n t i n g b l i n d s , rock s h e l ­
t e r s , h e a r t h s , and one p e t r o g l y p h . 
S i t e s were found on r i d g e s , t e r r a c e s , 
k n o l l s , and a l o n g major c r e e k s and 
r i v e r d r a i n a g e s . Of t h e a r e a s s u r ­
v e y e d , the s o u t h e r n f o o t h i l l s s e c t i o n 
e x h i b i t e d t h e h i g h e s t s i t e d e n s i t y , 
and t h e A r c t i c c o a s t a l p l a i n p r o v i n c e 
t h e l o w e s t . An u n e x p e c t e d r e s u l t of 
t h e s u r v e y was t h e d i s c o v e r y t h a t 
Howard P a s s , a s t r a t e g i c r o u t e t h r o u g h 
t h e Brooks Range , e v i d e n c e d a r e l ­
a t i v e l y low s i t e d e n s i t y , though t h e 
n a r r o w e r I n y o r u r a k P a s s to t h e e a s t 
c o n t a i n e d t h e h i g h e s t s i t e d e n s i t y 
w i t h i n the m o u n t a i n s u r v e y a r e a . 

A l s o of g r e a t i n t e r e s t was t h e d i s ­
c o v e r y of t h r e e f l u t e d p o i n t s , i n d i ­
c a t i n g t h e p r e s e n c e of t h e P a l e o i n d i a n 
t r a d i t i o n . One f l u t e d p o i n t t u r n e d up 
n e a r t h e h e a d w a t e r s of t h e C o l v i l l e 
R i v e r i n t h e s o u t h e r n f o o t h i l l s p r o ­
v i n c e , two o t h e r s a t Teshekpuk Lake n e a r 
t h e A r c t i c c o a s t on t h e e r o d i n g 
s h o r e l i n e where t h e i r s t r a t i g r a p h i c 
c o n t e x t was u n c e r t a i n . T h i s d i s c o v e r y 
adds more f u e l t o t h e d e b a t e o v e r 
w h e t h e r t h e p o i n t s w e r e made by 
p e o p l e moving n o r t h from the s o u t h e r n 
r e g i o n s of N o r t h Amer i ca o r s o u t h 
from t h e A r c t i c . Whi le numerous f l u t e d 
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THE ANCSA 14(h)(1) PROGRAM 

Melody Webb Grauman 

The ANCSA 14(h)(1) Program responds 
to a mandate from sec t i on 14(h)(1) of 
the Alaska Native Claims Set t lement 
Act (ANCSA) which allows the twelve 
regional corporat ions to s e l e c t and 
receive h i s t o r i c s i t e s and cemeteries 
from areas ou t s ide the reg iona l and 
v i l l a g e withdrawals , including na t iona l 
f o r e s t s and w i l d l i f e refuges . To c e r ­
t i fy the s i t e s , the Secretary of the 
I n t e r i o r designated the Bureau of Indian 
Affa i rs (BIA) as the lead agency and 
the Nat ional Park Service as p ro ­
fe s s iona l consul tan t on h i s t o r i c a l 
va lues . The National Park Service 
contrac ted with the Universi ty of 
Alaska in January 1975 to provide 
the BIA with profess ional a s s i s t a n c e , 
and the ANCSA 14(h)(1) Program was 
c rea ted . 

Under the leadersh ip of Zorro A. Bradley 
and Melody Webb Grauman, the program 
has evolved through two phases. 
During Phase I , a p rofess iona l an­
th ropo log i s t , archeologis t, or h i s ­
to r i an was assigned to ten of the 
co rpora t ions . These researchers 
served as c u l t u r a l resource consul ­
t an t s and a s s i s t e d in the compilat ion 
of a bas ic inventory of h i s t o r i c and 

p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s . They a l so researched 
archives and l i b r a r i e s , compiled b i b l i ­
ographies , co l l ec ted ethnographic data 
and ora l h i s t o r y , wrote s tatements of 
s ignif icance, synthes ized pas t research, 
and advised on the planning, p ro t ec t ion , 
use, and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the resource. 
By July 1976, more than 7,000 s i t e s 
made up the 14(h)(1) inventory. From 
t h i s l i s t i n g , the corpora t ions ap­
p l ied for more than 4,000 14(h)(1) 
s i t e s . Assessment repor t s on each 
region summarize the research from 
Phase I . 

In February 1978 the program moved 
in to Phase I I — f ie ld inves t iga t ion 
and c e r t i f i ca t ion . Organizat ion changed 
from a s t r u c t u r e with one person per 
region to one resembling an archeo-
l o g i c a l f i e ld crew. Field Direc tor 
E l izabe th Andrews created a research 
design based on subs is tence s e t t l e ­
ment p a t t e r n theory to d i r e c t the 
research , f i e ld procedures to d e t a i l 
the research techniques, and a s i t e 
survey form to ensure cons i s t en t r e ­
cording of the f i e l d data . Moreover, 
spec i f i c goals included: 1) p rofes ­
s iona l evaluat ion of each s i t e ' s 
e l i g i b i l i t y by applying the 14(h)(1) 
c r i t e r i a adapted from the National 
Reg i s t e r , 2) synthes is of a l l c o l ­
lec ted data into regional or c u l t u r a l 
overviews, and 3) i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
the data on a s ta tewide bas is f o l ­

lowing the research design. 

The f i e ld season of 1978 provided 
the f i r s t opportuni ty to f i e l d check 
s i t e s t e n t a t i v e l y i d e n t i f i e d in Phase 
I . Fourty two s i t e s in three areas 
were researched. Jim Ketz, f i e l d 
foreman, and Tim Sczawinski, L e s l i e 
Conton, and E l l i o t t Gehr surveyed 
s i t e s on Hinchinbrook I s l and in 
Prince William Sound. Russ Sacke t t 
and Kathryn Koutsky i nves t i ga t ed s ix 
si te 's near Haines and Juneau in 
Southeast Alaska and twelve s i t e s 
around Shaktoolik on Norton Bay on 
the Seward Peninsula . 

Dok Point and Smokehouse Vi l l age a r e 
seasonal v i l l a g e s long used for ren­
dering eulachon in to f i sh o i l , a sub­
s i s t e n c e a c t i v i t y that cont inues 
today, Lutak I n l e t Pictograph S i t e 
and the Chi lkat River Indian Doc toe's 
Burial are unique shaman b u r i a l s . The 
s i x t h s i t e , Auke Bay Vi l l age , r e p r e ­
sen ts the major winter v i l l a g e of the 
Auke T l i n g i t p r io r to the founding of 
Juneau. Study of these s i t e s has con­
t r ibu ted g rea t ly to knowledge of the 
h i s to ry and cu l tu re of the T l i n g i t . 

Twenty two s i t e s in Pr ince William 
Sound are located wi th in Por t Etches, 
Hinchinbrook I s l and . Six a re precon-
t a c t s i t e s . Among them are loca t ions 
tha t Freder ica de Laguna reported in 

ACTIVITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGISTS 

William Schneider 

For the pas t four yea r s , I have spent 
some memorable days bobbing in sk in 
boats on the waves of the Chukchi Sea, 
swat t ing mosquitoes a t f i sh ing s i t e s 
along the Arct ic r i v e r s , and mulling 
over hunting maps in dimly l i t houses 
in win ter . I l i k e to think of my work 
as helping to broaden the f ie ld of 
c u l t u r a l resources to include the 
values and perspec t ives of loca l r e ­
source people — the people who l i v e 
in the area and whose her i t age is r e ­
f lec ted in t h e i r da i ly l i f e ways. 
Granted a f a i r dose of q u a l i f i e r s , I 
feel tha t progress i s being made in 
tha t d i r e c t i o n . 

A cons iderable amount of my time is 
spent quest ioning what i t means to 
l i v e in r u r a l Alaska and to have a 
he r i t age which is r e f l ec t ed in one ' s 
da i ly l i f e ways. I recen t ly uncovered 
an old p i c t u r e of Athabascan Indians 
gathered a t a h i s t o r i c s i t e near Arc t i c 
V i l l age . The p i c tu re had p a r t i c u l a r 
meaning because I knew many of the 
people and had heard s t o r i e s about 
the s i t e . They were ch i ld ren when the 

Eskimo hunters haul a seal kill in Cape Krucenstern National Monument, Alaska. The new area would 
permit subsistence use of renewable resources needed for human life.Photo by Robert Belous. 
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1956 — L i t t l e Nuchek and Chemavisky 
Cabin S i t e or Nunalleq with t h e i r 
associated middens, a r t i f a c t s , and 
ora l h i s to ry . The most s i g n i f i c a n t 
h i s t o r i c s i t e i s Nuchek, a Russian 
and l a t e r American fur t rading post . 
Founded in 1793, Nuchek's development 
pa ra l l e l ed the r i s e and dec l ine of 
sea o t t e r t r ade , which by 1898 had 
v i r t u a l l y co l lapsed . As the p r i n c i p l e 
Native community, Nuchek was the home 
base for subs i s tence a c t i v i t i e s in 
Port Etches u n t i l abandoned during 
the 1920s. These a c t i v i t i e s are r e ­
f lec ted in nine smokehouse loca t ions 
and two Russian gardening a reas . Other 
s i t e s include a small brick works, a 
unique petroglyph, and a legendary 
s i t e associa ted with nat ive copper. 
Outside Por t Etches, researchers su r ­
veyed Alganik Vi l lage and Rosenberg 
Trading Post in the Copper River Del ta . 

S i t e s in the Shak tool ik area cons is ted 
of e ight s i t e s r e s u l t i n g from r e i n ­
deer herding in e a s t e r n Norton Sound. 
These are pr imari ly s h e l t e r cabins 
and c o r r a l s , spanning the period 
from the in t roduc t ion of re indeer 
around 1910, to the eventual abandon­
ment of the industry in the l a t e 
1940s. Cabins remain tha t document 
peak development of herding, subse­
quent competit ion with the non-Native 
Lomen herd, and establ ishment of 
j o i n t - s t o c k companies. Reindeer 

herding created new changes in the 
land use and l i f e s t y l e of the Eskimos 
of Norton Sound, and these s i t e s sym­
bol ize that impact upon the t r a d i t i o n a l 
c u l t u r e . Three s i t e s dep i c t na tu ra l 
landmarks used for o r i e n t a t i o n when 
t r a v e l i n g , whether herding re indeer , 
hunting caribou, or a r r iv ing a t 
Shaktoolik by sea . 

In conclusion, s i t e s from these three 
areas are important a c t i v i t y loca t ions 
for Native people in the n ine teenth 
and ear ly twent ie th c e n t u r i e s . Today, 
many of these s i t e s are used for the 
same c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s as in the 
pas t , and represent an adapted con­
t i n u a t i o n of t r a d i t i o n a l pa t t e rns and 
p r a c t i c e s . Furthermore, the fee l ings 
and a s soc ia t ions of loca l people con­
t r i b u t e g r e a t l y to the s ign i f i cance 
of the s i t e s . Knowledge obtained 
during th i s research has expanded 
the horizons of Alaskan anthropology 
and Native h i s t o r y , giving a l l 
Americans g rea t e r ins igh t s in to a l l 
aspec ts of the Alaskan c u l t u r a l 
experience, cut 

James Ketz, research archeologist of the Alaska 
Cooperative Park Studies Unit, drives the corner 
stake in the Alaska native Claims Settlement Act 
project at the historic village site of Nuchek 
on Hinchinbrook Island. Also shown is Melody 
Grauman, the project coordinator. Photo by 
Fred Dean. 

p i c t u r e was taken; now they are a d u l t s 
and the leaders of Arc t ic V i l l age . 
Despi te many changes in t h e i r l i v e s , 
they continue to l i ve together as a 
group and to use the same hunting and 
t rapping areas they were ra ised to 
know. The Athabascans have come to 
r e a l i z e that the i r he r i t age and dest iny 
are in t imate ly t ied to the land, and 
so are seeking l e g i s l a t i v e means to 
insure i t s continued p ro t ec t i on . 

I n s i g h t into the subs i s tence values 
of s i t e s became increas ingly c l e a r 
as we grappled with the issue of 
s i t e boundaries. For the Inupiaq, 
h i s t o r i c s i t e s are not merely the 
tangible physical remains l e f t a f t e r 
se t t lement and use. They are a l so the 
na tura l f ea tu res that f i r s t a t t r a c t e d 
se t t l ement a c t i v i t i e s and that today 
make the s i t e s d e s i r a b l e for hunt ing, 
f i sh ing , and t rapping. Understanding 
subs i s tence values ( i . e . spec i f i c deep 
water f i sh ing holes , the d i r e c t i o n 
geese take, and the a t t r a c t i v e n e s s of 
an area to caribou in summer) has be­
come obviously c r u c i a l to determining 
s i t e s ign i f i cance and desc r ib ing areas 
considered under the H i s t o r i c P rese r ­
vat ion Ac t . 

As a c u l t u r a l an th ropo log i s t , I am 
a lso involved in i n t e r p r e t i n g po­
t e n t i a l impacts. There are the ob­
vious impacts of development, con­

s t r u c t i o n , and exp lo ra t ion a c t i v i t i e s . 
There are a l so some l e s s obvious 
impacts such as the p o t e n t i a l e f fec t s 
of National Monument ru les and regu­
l a t i o n s . All of us in the Cu l tu ra l 
Resource Management Branch have been 
involved in reviewing the r egu la t ions 
and assess ing how they w i l l a f f ec t 
l oca l communities. In p a r t i c u l a r , 
the monuments have brought a t t e n t i o n 
to the issue of trapping and what 
forms of t h i s a c t i v i t y should be 
permit ted . 

Though trapping has been a commercial 
a c t i v i t y for a long time, i t is i n t i ­
mately assoc ia ted wi th a subs i s tence 
l i f e s t y l e . Cash derived from trapping 
of ten goes to support v i l l a g e l i f e — 
purchase of gaso l ine necessary to run 
snowmachines and boats , new equipment, 
and some food s t a p l e s . And trapping 
remains for many ru ra l Alaskans an 
i n t e g r a l p a r t of t h e i r he r i t age and 
a v i t a l pa r t of t he i r year ly cyc le . 
But as a r e s u l t of the Alaska Native 
Claims Set t lement Act, S ta te Land 
S e l e c t i o n s , and growing numbers of 
p r i v a t e land owners, there are a l so 
an increas ing number of j u r i s d i c t i o n a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s and land c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s 
which the loca l land users must con­
s i d e r before pursuing p a r t i c u l a r 
t rapping , hunt ing, and f i sh ing a c t i v ­
i t i e s . Rules and regu la t ions imposed 
from the outs ide as well as boundary 

l i n e s are not new to most Americans, 
but to r u r a l Alaskans they represent 
an era of change. 

We recognize the necessi ty of under­
standing c o n s t r a i n t s and oppor tun i t i e s 
which the loca l users face — as they 
see them, not merely as we perceive 
them. Research in to th i s area is the 
next s t ep in our commitment to i n ­
cluding loca l l i f e ways in Park Ser­
vice planning and management. 

Each of the cases discussed has of­
fered numerous oppor tun i t i e s to broaden 
our perspec t ives on c u l t u r a l values . 
We have come to recognize c u l t u r a l 
resources as f a r more than the s t a t i c 
ves t iges of the pas t . Formal t r a in ing 
in c u l t u r a l anthropology coupled with 
the unique Alaskan scene, as well as 
knowledgeable loca l resource s p e c i a l ­
i s t s have crea ted oppor tun i t i e s for 
meaningful anthropologica l research. 
The f r u i t s of t h i s research e f f o r t 
a re already evident ; the prospectus 
for the future c a l l s for a continued 
e f f o r t a t d i sce rn ing , d e l i n e a t i n g , 
and descr ib ing h i s to ry and c u l t u r e . 
The key to success is the people of 
the land and t h e i r cont inuing com­
mitment to a s s i s t i n g us in our de­
s c r i p t i o n s of c u l t u r a l va lues , I U 

William Schneider i s an an thropolog is t 
with the Alaska Area Off ice . 
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Top: Iconostasis, Second Floor Chapel, Russian Bishop's House. 
Bottom: Three women weaving baskets. 

S i z e i s o f t e n no m e a s u r e of c u l t u r a l 
d i v e r s i t y . C o n s i d e r 1 0 8 - a c r e S i t k a 
N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c a l Pa rk w h i c h a d m i n ­
i s t e r s a v a r i e t y of s i t e s t h a t i n ­
c l u d e an 1804 I n d i a n f o r t , t o t em 
p o l e s d a t i n g from b e f o r e t h e 1 8 9 0 ' s , 
and a n 1842 R u s s i a n s t r u c t u r e b u i l t 
f o r t h e B i s h o p of Kamcha tka , t h e 
K u r i l e I s l a n d s and A l a s k a . A v a r i e t y 
of N a t i v e , E u r o p e a n , and A m e r i c a n a r t i ­
f a c t s f i l l t h e gaps i n b e t w e e n . S e t ­
t l e d by t h e K i k s a d i c l a n of t h e T l i n g i t 
I n d i a n s , c a p t u r e d and c o l o n i z e d by t h e 
R u s s i a n s , and o c c u p i e d by t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , S i t k a h a s i n h e r i t e d a r i c h 
c u l t u r a l m i l i e u . 

LIVING RESOURCE — TLINGIT COMMUNITY 

One of S i t k a ' s m o s t i m p o r t a n t c u l t u r a l 
r e s o u r c e s i s i t s l i v i n g o n e — t h e 
T l i n g i t communi ty . The N a t i o n a l Pa rk 
S e r v i c e s t a f f has r e g u l a r c o n t a c t w i t h 
l o c a l N a t i v e g r o u p s , f i r s t t h r o u g h t h e 
A l a s k a N a t i v e B r o t h e r h o o d , a N a t i v e 

aLaskal 
SITKA NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 

MANAGING CULTURAL RESOURCE SITES 

f r a t e r n a l o rgan iza t ion providing c u l ­
t u r a l demonstrat ions and c l a s s e s a t the 
V i s i t o r Center , and secondly through 
l o c a l c l an l e ade r s . 

The ANB Cul tu ra l Center c o n t r a c t en­
courages respected a r t i s t s to con­
t inue t r a d i t i o n a l c r a f t s wi th in the 
context of t h e i r c u l t u r e , r a t h e r than 
as un in t e rp re t ed a r t ob j ec t s . As a r e ­
s u l t of t h i s program, park v i s i t o r s 
have the opportuni ty to meet a c t i v e 
T l i n g i t s w i l l i ng to expla in some a s ­
pec ts of t h e i r c u l t u r e . 

The Service has a lso been favored wi th 
the long-term loan of l o c a l c l an t r e a ­
sures which make a s tunning d isplay in 
the V i s i t o r Center lobby. These include 
house pos t s ( i n t e r i o r totem p o l e s ) , 
dance s t a f f s , drums, b l anke t s , and 
o ther p r i c e l e s s i tems. That the park 
is t ru s t ed to house and care for these 
items is as s i g n i f i c a n t as the o b j e c t s ' 
i n t r i n s i c va lue . 

Sue Ede l s t e in and Gary Candelar ia 

Above: Restoration activities, Russian Bishoo's House. 
Left: Boa woman totem vole. 

RUSSIAN BISHOP'S HOUSE 

I n add i t i o n t o S i t k a ' s N a t i v e h e r i t a g e , 
t h e r e i s t h e u n f o r g e t t a b l e i n f l u e n c e 
of t h e R u s s i a n p a s t . O t h e r example s of 
R u s s i a n a r c h i t e c t u r e s t i l l s u r v i v e i n 
A l a s k a , b u t none h a s t h e i n t e g r i t y of 
t h e R u s s i a n B i s h o p ' s House . T h i s s t r u c ­
t u r e was t h e s e a t of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
and r e l i g i o u s power f o r t h e R u s s i a n 
O r t h o d o x Church from 1842 u n t i l w e l l 
a f t e r t h e h e i g h t of t h e C z a r i s t p r e ­
s e n c e i n R u s s i a n A m e r i c a . Occup ied by 
t h e c h u r c h f o r 127 y e a r s , t h e s t r u c ­
t u r e ' s d o c u m e n t a t i o n i s i m p r e s s i v e . 
O r i g i n a l f l o o r p l a n s , i n v e n t o r i e s , 
memos, and c o n t r a c t s s u r v i v e t o g i v e 
r e s t o r a t i o n s p e c i a l i s t s c l u e s t o t h e 
a p p e a r a n c e and c o n t e n t s of t h e m a s s i v e 
6 4 ' X 4 2 ' , t w o - s t o r y l o g b u i l d i n g . 

A c q u i r e d by t h e N a t i o n a l Pa rk S e r v i c e 
i n 1 9 7 2 , t h e R u s s i a n B i s h o p ' s House 
was c o n s t r u c t e d by t h e R u s s i a n Amer i can 
Company of 9" X 12" l o g s . I t s f i r s t 

Top: Russian Bishop's House, 1385. Note the priest with the two children on the porch. 
Bottom: Vre-restoration Russian Bishop's House. Note the structural changes. 

r e s i d e n t was I v a n Ven iaminov , t h e f i r s t 
B i s h o p of t h e R u s s i a n O r t h o d o x D i o c e s e 
of Kamcha tka , U n a l a s k a , and t h e K u r i l e 
I s l a n d s . The l o w e r l e v e l of t h e h o u s e 
h e l d c l a s s r o o m s , c h u r c h o f f i c e s , and 
l i v i n g q u a r t e r s f o r t h e B i s h o p ' s s t a f f . 
The s e c o n d l e v e l was d e v o t e d t o t h e 
B i s h o p ' s l i v i n g s p a c e , h i s e l a b o r a t e 
c h a p e l ( t h e i c o n - r i c h Church of t h e 
A n n u n c i a t i o n ) , a n d a l a r g e s o c i a l p a r l o r . 

A r e n a i s s a n c e man, B ishop I n n o c e n t b u i l t 
f u r n i t u r e , c l o c k s , and v a r i o u s s c i e n t i ­
f i c i n s t r u m e n t s . Some of t h e f u r n i t u r e 
a t t r i b u t e d t o h im, a l o n g w i t h o r i g i n a l 
c h a p e l i c o n s s t i l l s u r v i v e , and w i l l be 
r e p l a c e d i n t h e b u i l d i n g f o l l o w i n g i t s 
c o m p l e t i o n . Under a c o o p e r a t i v e a g r e e ­
m e n t , t h e O r t h o d o x Church w i l l u s e t h e 
c h a p e l on s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s . 

Major s t r u c t u r a l work has i n c l u d e d 
r a i s i n g and l e v e l i n g t h e b u i l d i n g 
on a u n i q u e s c a f f o l d i n g s y s t e m , i n ­
s t a l l a t i o n of c o n c r e t e f o u n d a t i o n s , 

r e p l a c e m e n t of decayed l o g s , c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n of a h i p p e d m e t a l r o o f , 
and t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e two 
o r i g i n a l s t a i r w e l l g a l l e r i e s . Due 
t o good r e c o r d s k e p t by t h e c h u r c h 
and t h e R u s s i a n Amer i can Company, 
enough i s known a b o u t t h e b u i l d i n g ' s 
1 8 5 2 - 3 c o n d i t i o n to a l l o w f u l l e x ­
t e r i o r and s e c o n d f l o o r r e s t o r a t i o n . 
The f i r s t f l o o r w i l l be a d a p t i v e l y 
u sed f o r a museum which w i l l e x p l o r e 
t h e R u s s i a n p r e s e n c e i n A l a s k a . 

R a n d a l l Conrad and R o b e r t C a r p e r , 
DSC h i s t o r i c a l a r c h i t e c t s ; c u r a t o r 
J o h n Demer of H a r p e r ' s F e r r y C e n t e r ; 
and Eugene E r v i n e of t h e pa rk s t a f f 
a r e c u r r e n t l y m o s t d e e p l y i n v o l v e d 
i n t h e p r o j e c t . When c o m p l e t e d , h o p e ­
f u l l y i n 1 9 8 3 , t h e b u i l d i n g ' s r e s t o r e d 
b i s h o p ' s l i v i n g q u a r t e r s , i n t e r p r e t i v e 
d i s p l a y a r e a , and b r i g h t l y p a i n t e d e x ­
t e r i o r w i l l r e v i t a l i z e t h e " E p i s c o p a l 
P a l a c e , " a s one 1868 v i s i t o r c a l l e d t h e 

See ALASKA, page 8 
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ALASKA, from page 7 

b u i l d i n g . T h e B i s h o p ' s House w i l l s t a n d 
a s a t a n g i b l e r e m i n d e r of t h e days when 
S i t k a was known as "The P a r i s of t h e 
P a c i f i c , " a t ime on t h e f r o n t i e r when 
one i r r e v e r e n t R u s s i a n no t ed "God was 
i n h i s h e a v e n , and t h e Czar was f a r away. " 

TOTEM POLES 

P e r h a p s one of S i t k a ' s b e s t known c u l ­
t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , and one t h a t p r e s e n t s 
a b i g c u r a t o r i a l c h a l l e n g e , i s t h e s i t e ' s 
e x t e n s i v e c o l l e c t i o n of to tem p o l e s and 
h o u s e p o s t s , some of which were c a r v e d 
l o n g b e f o r e t h e t u r n of t h e c e n t u r y , 
some by CCC w o r k e r s i n t h e 1930 ' s and 
1 9 4 0 ' s a s c o p i e s of e a r l i e r p o l e s , and 
some a s r e c e n t l y a s 1977 . Among S i t k a ' s 
p r i z e to tem p i e c e s a r e t h e p o l e s T e r r i ­
t o r i a l G o v e r n o r J o h n Brady c o l l e c t e d 
from 1901 t o 1903 i n t h e H a i d a and 
T l i n g i t v i l l a g e s on P r i n c e of Wales 
I s l a n d . These were s e n t t o S t . L o u i s , 
M i s s o u r i , and P o r t l a n d , Oregon , a s 
e x h i b i t s i n two W o r l d ' s F a i r s , t h e n 
r e t u r n e d t o S i t k a i n 1905 t o g r a c e 
t h e c a p i t a l and " G o v e r n o r ' s W a l k . " 
Of G o v e r n o r B r a d y ' s o r i g i n a l c o l l e c t i o n , 
s e v e n to tem p o l e s and f o u r h o u s e p o s t s 
s u r v i v e . 

A p r o p o s a l c u r r e n t l y b e i n g f o r m u l a t e d 
by S u p e r i n t e n d e n t Sue E d e l s t e i n and 
Park Ranger Gary C a n d e l a r i a would c a l l 
f o r s h e l t e r i n g t h e s e r e m a i n i n g p o l e s 
t o d ry them o u t . T r e a t m e n t s w i t h r o t -
i n h i b i t o r s , i n s e c t i c i d e s , and wood 
p r e s e r v a t i v e s s h o u l d a r r e s t t h e d e ­
cay p r o c e s s and s t a b i l i z e t h e m a t e r i a l . 
T h i s i s a p a i n s t a k i n g s t a b i l i z a t i o n 
p r o c e d u r e w h i c h , i n o t h e r a r e a s , h a s 
t a k e n up to s e v e n y e a r s to c o m p l e t e . 
Once d ry and t r e a t e d , a s u s t a i n e d 
t e m p e r a t u r e of 55 -65 d e g r e e s F . , 
and a h u m i d i t y of 55 p e r c e n t s h o u l d 
a d e q u a t e l y p r o t e c t t h e p o l e s and 
p o s t s . C r e a t i n g a s p a c e to p r e s e r v e 
and d i s p l a y t h e s e a r t i f a c t s w i l l be 
p a r t of t h e p r o p o s a l . R e p r o d u c t i o n s of 
t h e o r i g i n a l p o l e s would t h e n be p l a c e d 
a l o n g pa rk t r a i l s i n t h e e n v i r o n m e n t of 
r a i n f o r e s t and o c e a n w h e r e they b e l o n g . 

O t h e r to tem p o l e s i n the p a r k a r e CCC-
e r a r e p r o d u c t i o n s of Brady p o l e s t h a t 
have become too d e t e r i o r a t e d t o s t a n d . 
T h e i r f a i t h f u l n e s s to the o r i g i n a l i s 
some t imes i n q u e s t i o n , and t h i r d g e n e r ­
a t i o n c o p i e s do no t seem t o have t h e i n ­
t e g r i t y N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e e x h i b i t s 
r e q u i r e . These CCC p o l e s have b e e n p r o ­
posed f o r t r e a t m e n t w i t h wood fume and 
a p r e s e r v a t i v e to p r o l o n g t h e i r l i v e s . 
When they d e t e r i o r a t e , c o n t e m p o r a r y 
a r t i s t s w i l l be commiss ioned t o u s e 
t h e i r p e r s o n a l s t y l e s and i n t e r p r e ­
t a t i o n s t o c a r v e p o l e s showing t h e 
same c r e s t s o r s t o r i e s . T h i s w i l l 
e n c o u r a g e to tem p o l e c a r v i n g among 
young a r t i s t s and u n d e r l i n e the on ­
g o i n g v i t a l i t y of t h e c u l t u r e . T h i s 
program has been f o r m u l a t e d i n c o ­
o p e r a t i o n w i t h N a t i v e g r o u p s i n S o u t h ­

e a s t A l a s k a and w i l l be r ev i ewed by 
them. I n t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r e , o n l y 
members of a c l a n t h a t "owns" a 
p a r t i c u l a r c r e s t o r s t o r y may commis-
s i o n a c a r v i n g showing i t s emblems. 
B u t , s i n c e i t i s n o t known to wh ich 
c l a n s many of t h e Brady p o l e s b e l o n g e d , 
t h e N a t i v e Amer ican g r o u p s w i l l be 
a s k e d t o p u t t h e i r i m p r i m a t e u r on 
t h e r e p r o d u c t i o n / n e w c a r v i n g p rog ram. 

FORT SITE 

I t was b e c a u s e of t h i s s m a l l c l e a r i n g , 
a b o u t o n e - t h i r d m i l e from t h e V i s i t o r 
C e n t e r , t h a t a p u b l i c pa rk was e s ­
t a b l i s h e d by P r e s i d e n t Benjamin 
H a r r i s o n i n 1890 . The s i t e commem­
o r a t e s t h e 1804 B a t t l e of S i t k a i n 
which l o c a l T l i n g i t c l a n s p r o v i d e d 
t h e l a s t m a j o r N a t i v e r e s i s t a n c e 
t o R u s s i a n d o m i n a t i o n i n S o u t h e a s t 
A l a s k a . The g r a d u a l c h a n g e s f e l t 
from t h e a c t i v i t i e s of o u t s i d e t r a d e r s 
r e a c h e d a c r e c e n d o h e r e , and T l i n g i t 
l i f e was changed f o r e v e r . 

The f o r t s i t e i s s t i l l ve ry i m p o r t a n t 
t o l o c a l f a m i l i e s , and t h e r e a r e o l d e r 
p e o p l e who today w i l l p o i n t to r o c k s 
o r o t h e r l a n d m a r k s where d i f f e r e n t 
e v e n t s took p l a c e . The f o r t i t s e l f 
was b u r n e d d u r i n g t h e c o n f r o n t a t i o n . 
Now, 175 y e a r s l a t e r , i t i s s e v e r e l y 
t h r e a t e n e d by an e r o s i o n a l p rob lem d o c ­
umented as f a r back a s t h e 1 9 4 0 ' s . 
S i t u a t e d on a s m a l l p e n i n s u l a w h e r e 
r i v e r m e e t s b a y , i t i s s u b j e c t t o b o t h 
t i d a l and down-s t r eam e r o s i o n a l a c t i o n . 
D r e d g i n g i n t h e a r e a and s e v e r a l n e a r b y 
f i l l p r o j e c t s a l s o have a f f e c t e d t h e 
a c t i o n . The c i t y has j u s t w i t h d r a w n a 

r e q u e s t to t a k e 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 y a r d s of g r a v e l 
from t h e r i v e r ' s m o u t h , b a s e d p r i m a r i l y 
on NPS o b j e c t i o n s t h a t i t would a g ­
g r a v a t e t h e e x i s t i n g e r o s i o n a l p r o b l e m s . 
C o n s u l t a t i o n s a r e b e i n g u n d e r t a k e n t o 
d e t e r m i n e i n t e r i m and l o n g r ange ways 
i n which t h e e r o s i o n p rob lem c o u l d be 
s lowed o r e l i m i n a t e d . 

I t i s t h i s v a r i e t y of c u l t u r a l r e ­
s o u r c e s i s s u e s t h a t makes S i t k a 
a " m i n i - c u l t u r a l u n i v e r s e . " From t h e 
l i v i n g community on t h e one hand t o 
S i t k a ' s commitment to t h e p a s t on the 
o t h e r , t h i s 1 0 8 - a c r e h i s t o r i c n a t i o n a l 
park makes an i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n 
t o wha t we know a b o u t A l a s k a ' s p a s t 
and w h a t we c a n assume a b o u t i t s 
f u t u r e , r u t 

Sue Edelstein is the Superintendent of Sitka 
National Historical Park. Gary Candelaria is the 
Park Ranger. 

CONFERENCE ON SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

The Second Conference on Scientific 
Research in the National Parks will 
be held in San Francisco, November 26 
to 30, 1979. The conference, spon­
sored by the American Institute of 
Biological Sciences in conjunction 
with the National Park Service, will 
report on new scientific research 
currently being conducted in the 
national parks as well as foster 
communication among those involved 
in park research. For further infor­
mation write the American Institute of 
Biological Sciences Meetings Depart­
ment, 1401 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, 
VA 22209. <*» 
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SKAGWAY: A THREE-WAY PARTNERSHIP 

Richard Hoffman 

Klondike Gold Rush National H i s to r ­
i c a l Park is unique to the Park Ser­
vice in i t s non - t r ad i t i ona l approach 
to park management. This is most 
apparent in Skagway's h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t , where p rese rva t ion of the 
downtown area has occupied the en­
e rg i e s of Skagway a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . 
The need to r e t a i n evidence of 
Skagway's h i s t o r i c a l roo t s i s 
readi ly apparent , but to r e t a i n 
them within the context of a 1 iving 
c i t y is another quest ion. If th i s 
kind of venture is to be success fu l , 
a t rue , three-way pa r tne r sh ip must 
e x i s t between the c i t y of Skagway, 
h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t property owners, 
and the National Park Service . 

The pa rk ' s ro le in th i s pa r tne r sh ip 
has involved a c q u i s i t i o n of h i s t o r i c 
s t r u c t u r e s which the loca l c i t i z e n s 
were unable to maintain or r e s t o r e . 
Over the past two yea r s , the park 
has engaged in s t a b i l i z i n g these 
s t r u c t u r e s to a r r e s t fu r the r de­
t e r i o r a t i o n , while ga ther ing h i s ­
t o r i c a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n fo r ­
mation to guide in the r e s t o r a t i o n 
planning. Since th i s process does 
not have the high v i s i b i l i t y of a 
new p a i n t job , the park has held 
p r e se rva t i on symposiums and work­
shops to develop a two-way in for ­
mational exchange network between 
the c i t i z e n r y and the park. We 
have a l so helped p r iva t e owners 
develop prese rva t ion plans for 
t h e i r s t r u c t u r e s , and apply for 
f ede ra l and s t a t e p re se rva t ion 
g r a n t s . 

Planners for the Skagway h i s t o r i c 

d i s t r i c t recognized ear ly tha t the 
l o c a l government and p r i v a t e owners 
would not be able to func t iona l ly 
work with the park without some 
a s s i s t a n c e . So to overcome prob­
lems l i k e a lack of c i t y funding 
and the unnecessary dup l i ca t i on 
of federa l government and c i t y 
s e r v i c e s , the park negot iated a 
cooperat ive agreement to help 
the c i t y fund i t s a c t i v i t i e s . This 
y e a r ' s funding t o t a l s nearly 
$60,000, and w i l l cover such s e r ­
vices as po l ice and f i r e pro­
t e c t i o n , u t i l i t i e s for park pro­
per ty , and the pa rk ' s share of 
v i s i t o r demands upon c i ty systems. 

Of h i s t o r i c a l as opposed to f i ­
nancia l importance is a park pro­
gram to r e s t o r e the old Skagway 
wooden boardwalks, many of which 
have d e t e r i o r a t e d u n t i l they are 
unsafe or have been removed. In 
some p laces , concre te sidewalks 
have replaced h i s t o r i c boardwalks. 
Planning c a l l s for the r ep l ace ­
ment of unsafe sec t ions and the 
cons t ruc t i on of missing s e c t i o n s , 
with the goal of complete r e s t o r a t i o n 
wi th in three yea r s . We are s imi l a r ly 
funding the maintenance of d i r t 
s t r e e t s to r e t a i n Skagway's h i s ­
t o r i c a l charac te r wi th in a func­
t iona l context . 

Another example of pa rk /c i ty co­
opera t ion is the unique Arc t ic 
Brotherhood Hal l , on loan from 
the c i t y of Skagway, which now 
houses the pa rk ' s v i s i t o r cen te r 
and public information funct ions . 
This s t r u c t u r e w i l l be returned 

to the c i t y once these i n t e r p r e t i v e 
a c t i v i t i e s are removed to the old 
White Pass Railroad bu i ld ings , 
park property which should take 
up to a minimum of f ive years to 
r e s t o r e . Cooperative funds are now 
being provided to the c i t y for the 
p re se rva t ion of the Arc t ic Brother­
hood Ha l l . A j o i n t pa rk /c i ty 
planning opera t ion with the 
e x i s t i n g c i t y museum and archives 
is a l so under development. The 
c i t y w i l l house the pa rk ' s c o l ­
l e c t i o n s , in r e tu rn for park a s ­
s i s t a n c e with much-needed p r e s e r ­
vat ion work on the c i t y ' s h i s t o r ­
i ca l c o l l e c t i o n s . The S t a t e of 
Alaska is very much i n t e r e s t e d 
in th i s p ro jec t , and w i l l provide 
technica l and funding a s s i s t a n c e . 
S t a t e and National Park Service 
conservators have assessed the 
needs, and the c i t y is now deve l ­
oping a mul t i -year , p r i o r i t y -
based ac t ion plan to implement 
these goa l s . 

Without f u l l , sus ta ined cooper­
a t i o n between a l l p a r t i e s , the 
pa rk ' s e f f o r t s alone would not 
be able to c r ea t e and maintain 
the h i s t o r i c scene. But th i s 
sense of pa r tne rsh ip and i n t e r ­
dependence which is only j u s t 
developing in Skagway, i s helping 
us to r e a l i z e our concept of a 
l i v i n g h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , which 
ful ly incorporates h i s t o r i c 
p re se rva t ion and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , tut 

Richard Hoffman is the Superintendent of Klondike 
Cold Rush National Historical Fark, SkaRway, 
Alaska. 

A SPECIAL LINK TO THE PAST 

Robert Belous 

Bands of caribou ambled across unblem­
ished tundra, their restless, tide­
like migrations one of the awesome 
spectacles in the arctic. I watched 
from a hilltop flanking the Kobuk 
River where others have watched in 
times past. In the ground beneath 
my boot lay archeological evidence 
of long vanished men and caribou, 
a stratified archeological site 
where human occupation spans at 
least 10,500 years. Such a setting 
would easily fit National Park 
Service criteria. Yet with the 
crack of a rifle, unsettling 
questions arise. 

Does it enrich or demean a park 
or monument to include the process 

which has linked—and still links— 
caribou and those who traditionally 
depend on them? Or is it wiser to 
safeguard wildlife and artifacts, 
leaving the somewhat untidy process 
of harvest to the past? And if it 
is, how do we justify foreclosing 
the one activity so basic to the 
survival and shaping of these native 
cultures? And do we really have a 
choice? 

As of December 1, 1978, the issue 
has been resolved for Alaska. Pro­
clamations signed by President 
Carter under authority of the 1906 
Antiquities Act established 40.8 
million acres of federal lands as 
new national monuments, each with a 

protective subsistence provision, 
except for 570,000 acres at Kenai 
Fjords Nil. 

Several levels of recognition are 
accorded to subsistance uses. It 
is recognized that the new areas now 
support, as they have in the past, 
"a unique subsistence culture of 
local residents." The continued ex­
istence of this culture is further 
recognized to "enhance the historic 
and scientific values of the natural 
objects protected." And, accordingly 
for each area, "the opportunity for 
local residents to engage in subsis­
tence hunting is one of the values to 
be protected and will continue under 

See SPECIAL LINK, page 10 
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SPECIAL LINK, from page 9 

administration of the monument." 
Traditional consumptive uses have 
been cited as one of the values 
for which the monument was estab­
lished. With this innovative action, 
a most elemental tie between a 
living culture and its environment 
has become legitimized as part of 
the National Park System. 

And given recent legislative history, 
there was little surprise at this 
event. Alaska Lands Legislation 
HR-39, passed by the House during the 
95th and the current Congress, con­
tained a carefully wrought provi­
sion insuring and protecting subsis­
tence on all federal lands on a non-
racial basis. Known as Title VII, 
this provision was the focus of more 
intensive effort toward refinement 
and compromise than any other single 
provision in the bill. In addition 
to subcommittee and committee 
crafting of the language, there was 
on-going involvement of Interior 
agencies, native representatives, 
and a bevy of special interest groups. 
Necessarily more concise, the Carter 
proclamations and subsequent regu­
lations attempt to follow the es­
sence of HR-39's Title VII. 

Though the step is a distinctive 
cultural breakthrough for the new 
Alaskan areas, examples of subsis­
tence recognition in parks and 
reserves of foreign nations are 
not uncommon. Canada's Wood Buffalo 
National Park, for example, was long 
the only unit in the nation's system 
of parks which, since its establish­
ment in 1922, allowed hunting and 
trapping for subsistence purposes. 
However when the establishment of 
Canada's three new northern parks 
of Kluane, Nahanni, and Baffin was 
announced in 1972, then Minister 
Chretien stated that the parks would 
not be allowed to negatively af­
fect the traditional use of wildlife 
and fish resources by native people. 

The Congo's Odzala National Park 
provides shelter and subsistence 
needs for indigenous Pygmy people 
of the region. Bushmen continue 
traditional lifestyles in Africa's 
Kalahari Game Reserve and Kalahari-
Gemsbok National Park. Palla-Ounas 
National Park in Finnish Lapland 
allows for traditional reindeer 
husbandry as well as hunting and 
fishing. 

In his investigations of gas pipe­
line impacts on native people of the 
Yukon, British Columbia Supreme Court 
Judge Thomas R. Berger supported 
a wilderness park which would allow 
the region's subsistence-dependent 
people to hunt, fish, and trap. The 
well known "Berger Report" of 1977 

Top: Eskino woman trimming seal intestines. 
Bottom: Eskimo woman butchering caribou along 

Kobuk River. Photos by Robert Belcus. 

held that local natives should be 
involved in management of parks and 
their resources. 

Enter Alaska. Since 1972, the long 
process of planning parklands has 
increasingly involved local people, 
both native and non-native. Nameless 
lakes and misnamed rivers have 
sprung to life through the cultural 
landscapes in living memories. The 
tallest peak in Gates of the Arctic 
National Monument, 8500-foot Mt. 
Igikpak, was a recent retrieval from 
cultural oblivion. A map maker asking 
a local native the name of that 
"big mountain," got what he asked 
for in Inupiat Eskimo: IGIK (moun­
tain) + PUK (big). Had he asked for 
"the Eskimo name for the mountain" 
he would have been told "Papirok", 
or fish's tail, which it resembles. 

The map maker would also have been 
apprised of an ancient legend tying 
the peak to the largest lake in 
the central Brooks Range. Moose and 
even bear were known to disappear 
while crossing that lake, victims 

of a monster-sized fish supposedly 
lurking in its icy depths. But when 
a young Eskimo hunter and his Kayak 
vanished, his aged mother took final 
revenge. For years, she rolled fire-
reddened stones into the lake, slowly 
raising its temperature. Finally, 
in an attempt to escape the steaming 
water, the giant fish leaped high 
into the mountains and rests there 
today, its tail, "papirok", high in 
the sky. 

The day-to-day routine of survival 
in the far north brings a special, 
unavoidable insight into its people, 
its resources, and its distinctive 
cultural landscape. The language it­
self, that exacting Eskimo termi­
nology, reflects the strenuous sub­
sistence environment. "Nikipaak" 
simply means "Eskimo food." But the 
word carries deeper meaning to an 
Eskimo who has been separated from 
traditional sustenance: "uksruk" 
(seal oil), "ootnuk" (aged seal or 
walrus flipper), and "Kuak" (the fro­
zen, raw meat of fish or caribou). 
The pangs and cravings that can de­
velop are legendary as well as 
painful. Such yearnings for food 
go beyond mere taste. Thousands of 
years of specialized diet have caused 
specialized physiological adjustments. 
Eskimos can consume levels of raw 
fat that would send a non-native 
reeling toward his doctor. Conversely, 
milk is often found toxic in varying 
degrees,causing symptoms ranging 
from mild intestinal discomfort to 
symptoms of severe flu. 

The utilitarianism of Eskimo life 
is further reflected in how they use 
a kill. The hide of a caribou makes 
a sled blanket or ground cloth. Leg 
skins make next season's mukluks. 
Stomach contents are eaten along with 
the fat behind the eyeballs and jaw 
muscles. When a bearded seal, or 
"oogruk", is butchered, the blubber 
rendered, and the hide stretched and 
dried, only the bones remain. 

People who have depended on the land­
scape and its resources have left 
surprisingly few marks on their 
environment. Despite long and intense 
use, lands, waterways, and wildlife 
resources still qualify as a national 
monument or park. Indeed, several 
new areas in Alaska are distinctly 
enhanced by early cultures having 
left their modest marks. Such 
continuity and rapport with their 
environment still carried on today is 
a sign of still further enrichment. 

The single greatest challenge in 
managing our new Alaskan parklands 
lies in fostering trust and mutually 
supportive relations with local 
people. Blending such cultural bonds 
with sound training in park manage­
ment and principles could prove a 
formidable combination. <:u 
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ALASKA NATIVE CULTURAL RELATIONS: RECIPROCAL MANAGEMENT & OPERATIONS 

El len Lang Hays 

The Alaska Native cu l tu re s in and 
neighboring the parks , people who have 
been a part of the land and who have 
a her i tage of b e l i e f s , soc i a l forms, 
and material t r a i t s evolving over un­
chartered t ime, a re ancient in o r i g i n . 
The t r ad i t i ons and personal experiences 
they bring to the new park areas a re 
invaluable to park opera t ions s t a b i l i t y . 
Since the Alaska Native Land Claims 
Set t lement Act, which, among other 
th ings , e s t ab l i shed v i l l a g e corpora­
t ions and twelve regional corpora­
t ions to give the t r i b e s a s t a b l e 
financial baac, the Naclve Americans 
have not only developed a g r e a t e r 
c u l t u r a l cohesiveness but through a 
spec ia l s t a f f ing program, they have 
begun to a lso share t he i r he r i t age 
with the National Park Serv ice . 

The to t a l populat ion of Alaska is ap­
proximately 400,000 people, with 
about one - f i f t h represent ing the 
Alaskan Native populat ion. This em­
ployment reserve is small when the 
amount of resource people with Alaska 
experience is compared aga ins t the 
number of job s l o t s p r i v a t e , s t a t e , 
and federa l land management agencies 
are looking to f i l l . Though the v i l l a g e 
and regional corporat ions were not 
envisioned as funding sources for co­
opera t ive agreements with the federa l 
government, t he i r ro le as i t has de ­
veloped in the NPS s t a f f ing program 
has proved invaluable . 

A cooperative agreement between the 
NPS and a regional corpora t ion has 
r e su l t ed in a most unusual two-way 
exchange. The National Park Service 
has agreed to t r a i n two Native American 
park technicians in re turn for primary 
sponsorship and funding by the 
regional corpora t ion . One of the 
t r a i n e e s , William Fie ld , i s a n l n u p i a q 
Eskimo who comes from a small v i l l a g e 
and speaks the Inupiaq language. In 
addi t ion to his s k i l l s with con­
s t ruc t ion , he has had previous a r c t i c 
experience, and possesses an in tense 
i n t e r e s t inEskimo f o l k l i f e . The second 
young man, Gary Mi l l s , comes from the 
regional center of Kotzebue, a com­
munity no l a rge r than a v i l l a g e . 
Following high school in S i tka and 
seve ra l years in the Navy, he chose 
to r e t u r n to Kotzebue and l e a r n the 
country . With a r c t i c wi lderness exper­
ience , he preferes to l i v e where he can 
cont inue his chosen l i f e s t y l e . Though 
he i s Eskimo, he doesn ' t speak the 
language. 

Both men enjoy the a r c t i c environment 
as well as the s k i l l s that make 

Turquoise Lake area. Lake Clark national 
Monument. Photo by M. Woodbridae Williams. 

1 Bering Land Bridge National Monument 
2 Cape Krusenstern National Monument 
3 Noatak National Monument 
4 Kobuk Valley National Monument 
5 Gates of the Arctic National Monument 
6 Yukon-Charley National Monument 
7 Wrangell-St. Elias National Monument 
8 Kenai Fjords National Monument 
9 Lake Clark National Monument 

l i v i n g in such demanding t e r r a i n pos­
s i b l e . But t h e i r f a m i l i a r i t y with the 
region and community of Kotzebue 
has fu r the r deepened through t r a in ing 
which has given them a more s true tured 
and formal in t roduc t ion to c iv i c and 
Native o rgan iza t ions , and to community 
and regional planning for Kotzebue. 
The understanding gained from th i s 
experience w i l l help them as they 
advise the NPS s t a f f in e f fec t ive 
community r e l a t i o n s . A second 
d i r e c t i o n of the t ra in ing program 
i s t h e i r in t roduc t ion to important 
planning, management, ope ra t ions , 

and admin i s t ra t ion s k i l l s which they 
study during a week's in te rnsh ip a t 
the Alaska Area Office in Anchorage. 
A month a t Mount McKinley National Park 
a l so coincides with EMT and summer 
seasonal employee t r a in ing and oper­
a t ing programs. 

This is the beginning of our four th 
month in the t r a in ing program, the 
f i n a l phase, where the t ra inees a s s i s t 
with the b i o l o g i c a l , a rcheologica l 
and anthropological f i e l d surveys. The 
d i s t i n c t design of th i s CETA work/ 
t r a in ing program has s lanted i t toward 
r ec ip roca l t r a i n i n g , which is i t s 
most enduring benef i t ; tha t i s , the 
NPS gains useful ins igh t s r e l a t i n g 
to c u l t u r a l and na tu ra l Alaska while 
imparting sound t r a in ing in the me­
chanics of park and regional off ice 
opera t ion to the t r a inees . Strengthened 
l i a i s o n and rapport between the park 
and loca l communities should be an 
added r e s u l t . 

These communities e x i s t around park 
boundaries , making t he i r c o n t r i ­
butions to the parks that much more 
important. The NPS Wrangell-St. E l i a s 
National Monument is l i t e r a l l y su r ­
rounded by T l i n g i t , Ahtna, and Upper 
Tanana Indian people with t h e i r 
corpora te headquarters 12 miles 
or so from the NPS duty s t a t i o n in 
Glennal len. The ances t r a l lands of 
the Inupiaq Eskimo and the Kutchin 
and Han Athabascan Indians l i e to 
the north and northwest and to the 
south and southeas t of Gates of the 
Arc t ic and Yukon-Charley National 
Monuments, with Native corpora t ion 
headquarters in Fairbanks. Lake Clark 
and Kenai Fjords National Monument 
have the Tanaina Athabascan Indian 
people and Yupik Eskimo as neighbors, 
whose regional corporat ions operate 
out of Anchorage. F ina l ly , the lnuypiaq 
Eskimos, Koyukon and Kutchin Athabascan 
Indians are the Native c u l t u r e s of 
the Bering Land Bridge, Kobuk, Noatak, 
and Cape Krusenstern Nat ional 
Monuments. 

I t i s through cooperat ive agreements 
with these people and t he i r corpora­
t ions that the c u l t u r a l interchange 
between the monuments and t he i r 
neighboring peoples w i l l be enriched. 
No one from outs ide the monument r e ­
gion can offer the kind of environmen­
t a l and c u l t u r a l depth someone famil­
i a r with i t can. I t is our hope that 
t h i s new cooperat ive venture wi l l 
prove of mutual benef i t and l a s t i n g 
value. I t i s an important and timely 
s t a r t . ir* 

I I 



R E S O U R C E S , from page 1 

4) programs a t the l o c a l l e v e l to 
preserve the b u i l t environment, the 
c u l t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l landscape, 
and the condi t ions for cu l tu re -group 
pe rpe tua t ion a t t h e i r own pace. 

The v i t a l Alaskan c u l t u r e does not 
lend i t s e l f to t r a d i t i o n a l NPS h i s ­
t o r i c p rese rva t ion programs. As S t e l l 
Newman, now super in tendent of War in 
the Pac i f i c National H i s t o r i c Park, 
has so ap t ly expressed, "beyond the 
s t a t i c resources of h i s t o r i c s i t e s , 
s t r u c t u r e s , and places e x i s t s a pan­
oply of dynamic resources : s p i r i t u a l 
a s s o c i a t i o n s with places and a c t i v i ­
t i e s held by loca l r e s i d e n t s ; s u b s i s ­
tence hunt ing, f i sh ing , and ga ther ing 
p u r s u i t s ; t r a d i t i o n a l i n t e r v i l l a g e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and t rading p a t t e r n s ; 
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a t t i t u d e s of loca l r e s i d e n t s toward 
na tu ra l and c u l t u r a l resources ; and 
the genera l r u r a l Alaskan l i f e s t y l e . " 
If t h i s e d i t i o n of the CRM BULLETIN 
gives a glimpse of th i s v a r i e t y , 
as well as t h i s complexity, i t w i l l 
have done what i t s e t out to do. The 
work l i e s ahead . . . and a l so the ad­
venture . Ultt 

S U B S I S T E N C E , from page 2 

helping these same people understand 
and reply to proposed subs i s tence 
r e g u l a t i o n s . Along the way, I of ten 
find myself a s s i s t i n g in environmental 
s t u d i e s , iden t i fy ing c u l t u r a l s i t e s , 
ac t ing as a l i a i s o n between the National 
Park Service and v i l l a g e counc i l s , 
expla in ing NPS p o l i c i e s and regu la t ions 
to miners, t r appers , and big game guides , 
and a s s i s t i n g v i s i t o r s to the new park-
lands , e t c . 

My of f ice is my home, a small log cabin 
in the v i l l a g e of Be t t l e s Field near the 
Gates of the Arc t ic National Monument. 
But my research base extends much 
f a r t h e r . Using a small a i r c r a f t , dog 
team, and boats , I v i s i t numerous 
remote v i l l a g e s and s c a t t e r e d home-
s i t e s . Here in the wi lde rness , I 
t ry to answer peop le ' s needs; I ta lk 
with them; I exp la in NPS pol icy ; and 
sometimes I find myself s i t t i n g around 
a camp s t o v e . . . asking ques t ions of 
one of the Joe Suns of Alaska, whose 
faces s t i l l r a d i a t e the pas t , cut 

Ray Bane is Subsis tance Coordinator for 
northwestern Alaska. 

P E T R O L E U M , from page 3 

poin t s have been found in the lower 
48 s t a t e s , very few have been d i s ­
covered in Alaska. 

Elements of the American P a l e o - a r c t i c 
t r a d i t i o n , including wedge-shaped mi-
croblade cores and Akmak-type blades 
and blade co re s , were f a i r l y common 
in the f o o t h i l l s province, but ra re 
in the Brooks Range and Coastal P la in 
provinces . Mater ia ls of the Northern 
Archaic t r a d i t i o n , including s i d e -
notched p o i n t s , were found well north 
of the Brooks Range, among the h i l l s 
and r idges bordering the C o l v i l l e River. 

Arc t i c Small Tool t r a d i t i o n a r t i ­
f a c t s , including Denbigh F l i n t , 
Choris , Norton, and Ip iu tak phase 
e lements , were found in abundance 
throughout the reserve as were l a t e 
p r e h i s t o r i c and h i s t o r i c period 
Eskimo s i t e s . The range of a r t i f a c t 
types and t h e i r d i s t r i b u t i o n s f i l l e d 
an e x i s t i n g gap in the c u l t u r a l - h i s ­
t o r i c a l record. The a r t i f a c t s and 
f e a t u r e s located w i th in the reserve 
a r e in the mains tream of North Alaskan 
p r e h i s t o r y , ye t they r e f l e c t important 
d i f fe rences due to regional v a r i a t i o n . 
Many of the s i t e s located during the 
1977 and 1978 f i e l d seasons have the 
p o t e n t i a l for con t r i bu t i ng s ign i f ­
i can t ly to our knowledge of the p re ­
h i s t o r i c North American A r c t i c , and 
mer i t fu r the r i n v e s t i g a t i o n . The 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of problem domains 
and the development of regional 
research design is a l so viewed as 
an important goal of i n i t i a l survey 
e f f o r t s wi th in the Nat ional Petroleum 
Reserve, citu 

If you explore a thousand acres each day, it would take over a thousand years to 

see all of Alaska. So take your t ime. <-;„„ ;„ „ c . ; . u . „ i , . . i 
7 sign in a tairbanks saloon 
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