
	[image: image1.png]NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE





	National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
	
	


National Park Service News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – DATE:  May 11, 2011
CONTACT:  Donna Davis, (864) 461-2828
Revolutionary Spring Activities at Cowpens National Battlefield

In addition to our regularly-scheduled, one-hour tours of the battlefield every Saturday at 10:30am and Sunday at 12:30pm, Cowpens National Battlefield will hold several special events on weekends in May and June. All events are free and open to the public.

On Memorial Day weekend, a variety of historical and natural history activities are scheduled. Saturday, May 28, a Bird Walk of the National Battlefield, led by a local birding expert will meet at and leave from the 1932 US Monument in front of the Visitor Center at 8:30am. On May 28 – 29, the American Colonial Civilian Interpreters will set up a living history camp behind the Visitor Center to demonstrate 18th century domestic skills such as cooking and sewing. Visitors can learn how settlers baked biscuits and cakes without an oven.
On June 4 – 5 the 1st Maryland – Southern Campaign reenacting unit, will present a living history weekend behind the visitor center. These reenactors, who portray Maryland Continental Soldiers during the Southern Campaign of the American Revolution, will demonstrate how soldiers lived in the 18th century. They will give musket firing demonstrations behind the visitor center at 10:15, 11:30, 1:45, and 2:30 on Saturday, June 4 only.
The South Carolina Independent Rangers will give musket and rifle firing demonstrations behind the visitor center at 10:15, 11:30, 1:45, and 2:30 on Saturday, June 18. The Independent Rangers portray Revolutionary War backwoods militia and demonstrate 18th century military and civilian life in the South Carolina backcountry.

The Robert Scruggs House will be open on May 22 from 1:30 – 4:00 and feature presentations about the Flags of the “American Revolution” from Mark Anthony. Continuing our Sunday in the Park series, the Scruggs House will be open again on June 26 from 1:30 – 4:00 featuring a variety of Colonial toys and children’s games for participants to enjoy.
Save the date for July 2, when the park will hold its annual Fireworks and Family Fun Independence Day event. The Spartanburg Community Band is scheduled to play patriotic music from 7:00-9:00pm with the fireworks display beginning around 9:00pm. Battlefield walks, 18th century weapons firing demonstrations, and educational activities for children are scheduled for the afternoon and early evening.
Cowpens National Battlefield is the site of the American victory over the British on January 17, 1781 and is located 10 miles west of Gaffney, SC, and 3 miles east of Chesnee, SC at the intersection of Highways 11, 110, and 221-A. Visitor Center hours are 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. daily. For more information about activities at Cowpens National Battlefield, call (864) 461-2828 or visit the park’s webpage at www.nps.gov/cowp/.
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