Vocabulary

Backcountry
In the 18th century, the area beyond the fall line, including the piedmont, and the mountains; also known as the upcountry, the frontier, and the wilderness.

Baggage
Military supplies such as tents, tools, and rations carried in wagons

Continental
1.  Professional soldiers. The Continental Congress issued them their uniforms and weapons and paid them when there was money.  2. Paper money, which became worthless because of over-issue and lack of confidence in the government

Double envelopment
Envelopment is an attack on the enemy’s flank, rear, and sometimes the front. Double envelopment would entail attack or a surrounding on both flanks, hence all sides.

Dragoon
Similar to cavalry. The dragoons rode to battle on horseback but could also fight dismounted.  

Grasshopper


British 3-pounder cannon

Loyalist
An American fighting to keep the colonies a part of Great Britain

Militia
Volunteers who fought for short periods of time. They wore their own clothes and provided their own weapons. Both the Americans and the British had militia fighting for them.

Parole
An agreement 18th Century Prisoners of War made not to fight against the enemy until they were exchanged with someone of equal rank

Patriot



An American fighting for freedom from Great Britain

Primary sources 
Records left by someone who witnessed or experienced an event. They may include letters, diary or journal entries, drawings, manuscripts, newspapers, court records, and artifacts.

Provincial
The most common establishment of Loyalist regiments. A Provincial soldier was fed, armed, clothed, paid and under the same discipline as a British soldier, but was only liable for service in North America.
Quarter


To surrender

Reconnaissance
To look over something, i.e. a battlefield before a battle

Secondary Source
Documents written by people who did not witness or experience an event. Typically, a secondary source interprets and evaluates primary sources. They may include, books, articles, reports, criticisms, reviews, etc.  

Skirmisher


Militiamen who were sharpshooters

Swale



A dip in the landscape; a small valley
